
II Kings 5:1-19a Naaman - The Gospel is for all people
Introduction

The story of Naaman is very familiar to many Christians as a story they learned in Sunday School. It is a very simple story that is easy to follow with a clear lesson by implication for how we are to follow the Lord in our lives today. It is especially clear with respect to our trust in God and our willingness to do what He asks us to. It is also a huge encouragement to us in our evangelistic work to see that God uses ordinary people to be effective witnesses for Him. The primary witness here was a Primary school aged girl. The Gospel is for all people and to be shared by all of us who know Him. In the story of Naaman God gives us a challenge to see how we might play our part in leading someone to faith in our great God and Saviour. Paul in Romans 15:4 wrote: For everything that was written in the past was written to teach us, so that through endurance and the encouragement of the Scriptures we might have hope. Richard Wurmbrand, the great Romanian Christian leader, and founder of Voice of the Martyrs organisation, who spent fourteen years in prison for standing firm for his faith against Communist oppressors in the 1940s to 1960s once said: ‘While the troops of Mahomet II surrounded Constantinople in 1493 and it had to be decided if the Balkans would be under Christian or Mohammedan dominion for centuries, a local church council in the besieged city was alleged to have been discussing the following problems: What colour had the eyes of the virgin Mary? What gender do angels have? If a fly falls in sanctified water, is the fly sanctified or the water defiled? It may only be a legend as concerns those times, but peruse Church periodicals of today and you will find that questions just like this are discussed. The menace of persecutors and the sufferings of the underground church are scarcely ever mentioned. Instead there are endless discussions about theological matters, about rituals, about nonessentials…In formerly Communist Russia, no-one remembered the arguments for or against child or adult baptism, for or against papal infallibility. They are not pre- or postmillennialists. They cannot interpret prophecies and don’t quarrel about them, but I have wondered very often at how well they could prove the existence of God to atheists [D C Talk, Jesus Freaks, Vol,2, p.207]. In each generation of the Christian Church and in each cultural and social context are the issues most pressing to us the ones most important in the sight of God for the people of our communities who need Jesus? Our number one priority is to keep our eyes focussed on what is most important to Him? What does this biblical story have to say to us?
1. A general with a problem he didn’t want to acknowledge (II Kings 5:1) 
1Now Naaman was commander of the army of the king of Aram. He was a great man in the sight of his master and highly regarded, because through him the Lord had given victory to Aram. He was a valiant soldier, but he had leprosy. Here was a man who in worldly terms had a brilliant career. All had gone well for him with one promotion after another, rising to the top of his profession. At home he was happily married, probably with a family, and there too he was greatly blessed. In material terms he had a nice home and all the desired furniture that a well-to-do person of that era would have wished. He was described in the nation in a remarkable way:  He was a great man in the sight of his master and highly regarded…Yet there was a dark shadow that hung over this most successful of men. but he had leprosy… In your life all can be going as well as you could have wished, but in each and every case the possibility of loss of employment; the loss of health or even the loss of life. In late March 2011 I took the funeral of a member of the church who had died unexpectedly on holiday in Malta. His last postcard sent a day or two before his death declared how much he was enjoying his time away. Yet within a couple of days, prior to the receipt of the card he had passed away. We need to be ready to meet our maker no matter how good or tough our lives may be? Have you put your faith and trust in the Lord Jesus Christ? Has there been a time when you repented of your sins and acknowledged Him as the only saviour from sin that can bring you into a relationship with Almighty God? Only Jesus through His death in your place and mine on the cross can bring us from condemnation because of our sin to acceptance by God and a welcome into His family through God’s amazing grace. Don’t say, like Naaman probably had done, until that day when he discovered his leprosy, that he was getting on just fine, he didn’t need any help from the God of Israel, the God of the Bible, to live his life. Whether you are young or old it makes no difference- be ready and be prepared by trusting in God.   
2. A girl with a priceless message she needed to share (II Kings 5:2-3) 
2 Now bands from Aram had gone out and had taken captive a young girl from Israel, and she served Naaman's wife. 3 She said to her mistress, If only my master would see the prophet who is in Samaria! He would cure him of his leprosy. These verses in a few words explain why this young Israelite girl was not in her home country. Israel and Syria had been at war. Raiding parties from Syria had gone into the neighbouring country and taken this girl amongst other children from Jewish families and taken them to serve as slaves in their own land. It was horrifically cruel. What tears and pain in her parent’s home that their precious little girl was gone for ever; that they would never hold her in their arms again. Each of us have situations over which we have our questions: Why did God allow this to happen in my life? Or in the life of one of my family members; why didn’t God resolve the thing I pleaded with Him about when it would have been so good to have seen a different outcome to the one that has taken place? There are many situations in this life for which, this side of heaven, we will never know the reason or the purpose for them. However, we have to come to the place of trusting that God has a purpose in these situations, for our good and for His glory. This Israelite family was clearly a believing family that had brought their children up in the faith, reading God’s Word and praying together. These parents were modelling a life of faith in front of their children that they wished them to copy in due course. This is always a challenge in every generation and we can only do this with the help of the Holy Spirit who gives us the strength and wisdom we need. Are you here today and have been neglecting as a Christian to read God’s Word regularly on your own, or if you are a parent with your children each day and praying with them? Please make this a priority. You never know how long you will have the opportunity to train your children in the way they should go. Too quickly the years have passed and they are adults and then you can only commend them to the grace of God and trust that as they have grown up that they will go in His ways and indeed pass on the faith they learned from you to other people. Likewise as a church we must value the little people in our midst. The Sunday School time is a wonderful opportunity from God to teach God’s Word and enable them to hear what God would have them be and do for Him. 
      Here in Syria this little girl undoubtedly missed her family and must have cried herself to sleep many a night. Yet this little girl did not say I will give up my faith because God has not answered my prayer and allowed me to go back home to my country and my family; instead she resolved in her own simple way to live as a witness for God in Syria. There would have been few opportunities to use words of witness. However, by the way she behaved with her mistress she honoured the God she served. So much so that when this –maybe the one and only opportunity for a verbal witness came –who knows how many chances she had to speak of her faith? – she took it. Will you and I be ready when opportunities come our way at work or in the presence of unbelieving relatives and friends? She would not be responsible for whether they took action in response to her words, but this young girl would say what needed to be said. She knew who could help her master address the problems she faced. She knew Elisha the man of God could help because she would have attended services where he had presided and knew how her parents had spoken of him in their home. Here was a child-like trust in God that is so commendable. Will we demonstrate such trust in our day in our great God? The amazing thing was that her master and mistress trusted this girl implicitly and acted promptly on her advice. She had earned the right to be heard -will you and I pray for opportunities to witness and trust that through your witness that people will come to faith in Jesus and come to evangelistic outreach events put on by the church?  After all we serve the same God as this little girl. 

3. A king with a predicament he couldn’t solve (II Kings 5:4-7)
4 Naaman went to his master and told him what the girl from Israel had said. 5 By all means, go, the king of Aram replied. I will send a letter to the king of Israel. So Naaman left, taking with him ten talents of silver, six thousand shekels of gold and ten sets of clothing. 6 The letter that he took to the king of Israel read: With this letter I am sending my servant Naaman to you so that you may cure him of his leprosy. 7 As soon as the king of Israel read the letter, he tore his robes and said, Am I God? Can I kill and bring back to life? Why does this fellow send someone to me to be cured of his leprosy? See how he is trying to pick a quarrel with me!  Naaman asks the head of his government to act on the advice of a possibly Primary-school-aged girl. What a witness of this girl going right to the heart of the government of the country where she has been taken as a slave! The potential impact of the witness of a person faithful to God is far greater than we might imagine. The mentality of purchasing a healing from whoever was capable of performing this act in Israel is understandable but also missing the point. The Lord already ‘owned’ the money He didn’t need a bribe to give a healing, if that was His will on that occasion. God doesn’t change. All the blessings He offers are available freely through His grace, because of the sacrificial death of Jesus. Neither the King of Israel nor a modern-day Christian can heal anyone. God alone can perform miracles. Our dependence is entirely upon Him. However, is it not when we sense our utter weakness that we most earnestly seek His strength? When we feel strong are we not less willing to plead for assistance earnestly in prayer? We need to remember it is not about us –but primarily about Him? The King of Israel was taking on his shoulders a burden he couldn’t handle and felt crushed by the weight of it. I have done that too. Have you? Psalm 55:22 reminds us: Cast your cares on the Lord and He will sustain you; He will never let the righteous fall. Do you need to be encouraged by this promise in the midst of some difficult situations?
4. A prophet with a request that came from God (II Kings 5:8-10)
 8 When Elisha the man of God heard that the king of Israel had torn his robes, he sent him this message: Why have you torn your robes? Make the man come to me and he will know that there is a prophet in Israel. 9 So Naaman went with his horses and chariots and stopped at the door of Elisha's house. 10 Elisha sent a messenger to say to him, Go, wash yourself seven times in the Jordan, and your flesh will be restored and you will be cleansed. What a confidence Elisha had in God to handle this situation. In Iran around 1990 a pastor had been in jail for some time and was really struggling to handle the pressure from his interrogators. ‘Lord’, he cried, ‘I cannot take any more of this questioning, please release me from this!’ Already he had been in and out of prison and was called back for more questions by the secret police every two weeks. The interrogations were the same questions over and over, accusing the pastor of being a spy for the West. The next morning he was due to return to the police station. He asked church members to pray that God would provide him with a way out. ‘I see you are here’, said the officer, before taking him into the questioning room. Before they could begin the questioning, however, the tape recorder sitting on the table exploded. Flames came out of it, and it was obvious that it would never work again. ‘What are you doing’, the guard asked angrily, seeing the slight smile in the pastor’s eyes. ‘I am praying for you’, the pastor answered, ‘You are not fighting against me, you are fighting against God. You cannot win against Him.’ ‘Go home’, the officer yelled, and the pastor quickly left. He ran into his house and asked his wife, ‘What happened?’ ‘Three older ladies from the church came here’, she said. ‘We gathered round and joined hands and prayed for you, that God would protect you from the interrogation.’ When they further discussed the two incidents, they found that the time the women had gathered for prayer was exactly the time the tape recorded had exploded [DC Talk, Jesus Freaks, Vol.2, p.208].Our God is able to more than we can ever ask or imagine could be possible. Listen to these words of encouragement from I John 5:14-15: This is the confidence we have in approaching God: that if we ask anything according to His will, He hears us. 15 And if we know that He hears us— whatever we ask— we know that we have what we asked of Him. This is a great promise –is this an encouragement you need to hear today? What did Elisha ask the Syrian general to do? Go, wash yourself seven times in the Jordan, and your flesh will be restored and you will be cleansed. How did he communicate this message? Elisha sent a messenger to say to him. Here were two unusual things. First of all the means of communication: Elisha did not convey the news in person as would have been expected in that culture for a man of rank and standing. Sending a servant implied that the recipient of the message was an ordinary person not entitled to any special treatment. How would this man of authority take to being placed on the same level as any ordinary person? Then he was given a task to do in public which could have been observed by local Jewish people. Would Naaman be willing to accept a public healing that exposed his leprosy and weakness as the price of receiving what God had in store for Him? We want God’s blessing on our lives and for our work. Are we willing to do His work, His way? 
5. A sick man with a treatment he didn’t want to accept (II Kings 5:11-13)
11 But Naaman went away angry and said, I thought that he would surely come out to me and stand and call on the name of the Lord his God, wave his hand over the spot and cure me of my leprosy.  12 Are not Abana and Pharpar, the rivers of Damascus, better than any of the waters of Israel? Couldn't I wash in them and be cleansed? So he turned and went off in a rage.  13 Naaman's servants went to him and said, My father, if the prophet had told you to do some great thing, would you not have done it? How much more, then, when he tells you, 'Wash and be cleansed'? How did this Syrian general respond? He was predictably angry. I’m a very important person and expect to be treated better than other people –he was thinking but probably not uttering the words! In fact he had already decided how the healing should take place. He wanted Elisha simply to call on the name of the Lord his God, wave his hand over the spot and cure me of my leprosy (II Kings 5:12). It was a shopping list prayer. God I want, I want…Is this really how we should pray? Do we fall into the same trap of thinking of God in this way sometimes? It would be very sad if we missed out on blessings God has for us because we were not willing to obey the guidance He has already given us about the way we should be living our lives. What was he particularly angry about? The river water in Syria is cleaner! These are deeper more magnificent places for God to work than this little shallow muddy river in Israel. Surely God must prefer to work in a grand building or a magnificent outdoor setting rather than in this modest place in rural Israel? God is just as willing to hear the cries of a widow in a one-roomed home as the polished prayers of a powerful person in a cathedral! These matters are of no concern to Him. What matters to God is the state of your heart and mine. We can make our requests to God but how He answers might be very different to what we want. This can be hard to handle sometimes but we need to trust Him to work things out for our good. Romans 8:28 reminds us of this truth: And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love Him, who have been called according to His purpose. What an assurance this verse provides for the child of God.

      What did Naaman’s servants have to say about his temper-tantrum? My father, if the prophet had told you to do some great thing, would you not have done it? How much more, then, when he tells you, 'Wash and be cleansed'? (II Kings 5:13) Your honour had Elisha asked you to do something really tough then you would have stood to attention and said ‘Yes Sir’ and proudly gone off and accomplished the task with whatever energy it required to ‘earn’ the healing. This is what this Syrian general was wanting. It is no different to many people today when they think about getting into heaven. They are convinced that they have to be good enough and so are willing to put themselves out to a great degree, sometimes, in order to seek to obtain God’s favour. However, salvation is all of grace. None of us are ever good enough to merit it. Ephesians 2:8-10 reminds us: For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith— and this not from yourselves, it is the gift of God— 9 not by works, so that no-one can boast. 10 For we are God's workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do. It is all about grace. God accepts us because Jesus was good enough. God continues to love us, because Jesus is good enough. Why will God continue loving each and every one of His children until He calls us home to glory for ever? Because Jesus will for ever be good enough! His atoning sacrifice is of infinite merit and will cover our every sin, past, present and future. Have you received this gift of salvation? If you have never done so, can I ask you to take that step of faith and trust Jesus today? In essence, this is exactly the same situation with Naaman. Would he humble himself enough to receive what God had in store for Him? Would he admit his need? It was too easy was it not, just going under the water seven times. Anyone could do that –wasn’t that the point? Just as anyone from a child to an aged person can put their faith and trust in the Lord Jesus Christ? Have you taken that step?   
6. A saved man with a faith he wanted to proclaim (II Kings 5:14-19) 
14 So he went down and dipped himself in the Jordan seven times, as the man of God had told him, and his flesh was restored and became clean like that of a young boy. 15 Then Naaman and all his attendants went back to the man of God. He stood before him and said, Now I know that there is no God in all the world except in Israel. Please accept now a gift from your servant. 16The prophet answered, As surely as the Lord lives, whom I serve, I will not accept a thing. And even though Naaman urged him, he refused. 17 ‘If you will not,’ said Naaman, ‘please let me, your servant, be given as much earth as a pair of mules can carry, for your servant will never again make burnt offerings and sacrifices to any other god but the Lord. 18 But may the Lord forgive your servant for this one thing: when my master enters the temple of Rimmon to bow down and he is leaning on my arm and I have to bow there also – when I bow down in the temple of Rimmon, may the Lord forgive your servant for this.’ 19 ‘Go in peace,’ Elisha said.
Praise God Naaman did not miss out on the healing God had in store for Him. How did he get it? So he went down and dipped himself in the Jordan seven times, as the man of God had told him (II Kings 5:14). It was a question of obedience to God’s revealed will. Are you living your life as a Christian in accordance with God’s revealed will for your life? If you cannot say ‘yes’ to that question then are you willing to do what it takes to get back on the path to blessing with God? This fact is crucial. Salvation is totally dependent on us coming to God through the Saviour He appointed for us, the Lord Jesus Christ. There is no other way, as Peter and John were proclaiming in Acts 4:12: Salvation is found in no-one else, for there is no other name under heaven given to men by which we must be saved. Have you come this way to God? When he yielded his life to God what difference did it make? What was his testimony? Now I know that there is no God in all the world except in Israel (II Kings 5:15). Is He your God as well? Can you testify to what He has done in your life also? Naaman had a lot to learn; he still couldn’t yet grasp that Elisha was rightly unable to claim partial credit for the healing and thus ‘qualify’ for his material reward. Elisha was making a clear point in refusing this gift - that all people whether rich or poor can equally come just as they are to God. Their material status is irrelevant. It is the state of our hearts. Once our hearts are open to Jesus and we give Him control of it then our lives begin to be transformed by His Holy Spirit. Has this transformation happened in your life yet? 

     Here was an extraordinary situation of an all-powerful general unwilling at first to admit he was weak and powerless. Here was a slave-girl that, in effect, had the power of life and death over her master with respect to this disease. Here was a king who forgot that God was on the throne. Here was a general unwilling to follow a command so simple a little child could have obeyed it –that was the point! Yet eventually he came to his senses and took a walk of faith into the water and was healed. We must come with child-like faith and trust in God who takes us out of our comfort zone, but who never fails or deserts us. He is Jehovah Jireh, the God who provides. He is the One who will supply all your needs according to His glorious riches in Christ Jesus (Phil.4:19), Amen.      
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