
Broughty Baptist update Sunday 11 December 22 John 1 v 14 A Word of testimony
Intimations
Morning worship online starts at 10:30am on the Zoom platform; and at the same time in person in Panmurefield Baptist Centre 

JAM Kids’ focus: The JAM Kids programme is on in person during the 10:30am service in Panmurefield Baptist Centre today.  
JAM, Young adults 10:30-11:45am AM exploring "God's Gift" with games, Bible Study and discussion led by David Webster & assisted by Janet Kelly.
Christmas Breakthru 6.30pm - 8.15pm, games, fun and watching some of "The Nativity Story", particularly through the eyes of Mary & Joseph; with Christmas refreshments
The service today, Sunday 11 December 2022, is led by the Rev Brian Talbot, who is also preaching the message and leading communion. 
Third Sunday in Advent  

Lighting the candle of Joy –the joy of the angelic proclamation
Call to Worship: Luke 2:8-15: And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch over their flocks at night. 9 An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. 10 But the angel said to them, ‘Do not be afraid. I bring you good news that will cause great joy for all the people. 11 Today in the town of David a Saviour has been born to you; He is the Messiah, the Lord. 12 This will be a sign to you: you will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.’ 13 Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel, praising God and saying, 14 ‘Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace to those on whom His favour rests.’ 15 When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, ‘Let’s go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has told us about.’
Opening Praise: ‘Our God Saves’ https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2aaCwsM8bS4 
We continue to worship as we sing: ‘Joy to the World’
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vZhgpb97y7Q 

Opening Prayer:

Thank You Lord for the joy in heaven at Your first coming two thousand years ago. In the midst of a world of so much change and uncertainty the plans and purposes of God were being fulfilled. The angelic praise at Bethlehem is a glimpse of the heavenly joy as the heavenly beings see God’s people on earth honouring and glorifying God by the way we live our lives day by day.

   We come as we are in the midst of the pressures of daily life seeking Your grace and strength as we commence another new week. We ask You to speak into our lives as we sing Your praises and read and reflect on Your Holy Word the Bible.  Purify us afresh from our sins of the past week and fill us afresh with the enabling power of the Holy for all that lies before us, in Jesus’ name we pray, Amen
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be Your name,
Your kingdom come,
Your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation
but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are Yours
now and for ever.
Amen.
All Age talk ‘What can you see?’
There are some things that we can see clearly but we do not understand what we are looking at, often because we have not seen it before. In that case we might need someone else to explain what is visible on the pictures.

  The first two pictures visible on the screen are natural things that happened in two different countries.

The first in Finland in the winter shows a very cold scene. Here the ice was formed in usual shapes. It really happened. What can you see?  

  The second picture is equally natural, but in a hot country in North Africa in the Sahara Desert. In 2016 this happened? What can you see? 

The third picture looks like a cat is having a very difficult day?  It is true that it looks like the cat is unhappy and wants to climb down from the rope, although looking at several versions of this picture on line it appears that the cat had climbed on a very thin wire mesh that is not visible on this shot. There is more to the story than we can see!   

The fourth picture is a painting by an artist called Bev Doolitte. She painted some horses standing together in the snow. How many can you see?  

The fifth picture is deliberately an outline because I want you to think about how you see Jesus? What kind of person was He?  Did what He said make sense to you? How do the Bible writers and His first followers view Jesus?

In John 1:14, one of Jesus’ closest friends wrote these amazing words: The Word became flesh [a human being] and made His dwelling among us. We have seen His glory, the glory of the one and only Son, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth.
It tells us that Jesus was alive in heaven before He was born as a baby in Bethlehem. In His life on earth John tells us that in time His first followers came to see Him not only as a friend, and a religious teacher, not only a good person who loved and cared for others, but someone whose words and actions revealed that He was truly whom He claimed to be -God as well as a human being. Many years later, even thinking about it makes John fill up with emotion at the incredible privilege of spending that time with Jesus. He was so thankful he had put his faith in Jesus and he invites us to get to know Jesus too by putting our faith in Him as well. If you have never done that, let me encourage you to take that step of faith today.   

All Age Song: ‘He is the light’
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=p4YEB48T48U 
Prayer for children and young people before they go to JAM and JAM kids 
Bible Readings:  John 1:1-14:
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2 He was with God in the beginning. 3 Through him all things were made; without him nothing was made that has been made. 4 In him was life, and that life was the light of all mankind. 5 The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.
6 There was a man sent from God whose name was John. 7 He came as a witness to testify concerning that light, so that through him all might believe. 8 He himself was not the light; he came only as a witness to the light.
9 The true light that gives light to everyone was coming into the world. 10 He was in the world, and though the world was made through him, the world did not recognise him. 11 He came to that which was his own, but his own did not receive him. 12 Yet to all who did receive him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God – 13 children born not of natural descent, nor of human decision or a husband’s will, but born of God.
14 The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the one and only Son, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth.
Prayer for others:  
Lord we are aware once more that there are so many things we can pray for at this time. We are aware that we are coming very close to Christmas and want to ensure in the midst of the busyness that we do not forget the reason for this season, Your amazing entry into our world two thousand years ago. We pray for churches around the world that each one may be able to present the truth and a sense of wonder at the events of that first Christmas and its significance for the world. We pray for people who have not previously considered the meaning of Your coming that they too might want to put their faith in You as their Lord and Saviour.
   We pray for the people of Ukraine, Myanmar and any other country enduring the horrors of war at this time. We pray that a way can be found to end these wars and for justice to prevail, that the vision of the Prince of Peace, the Lord Jesus Himself, might become more of a visible reality in our world for all the people You created. We pray too for other countries that are still suffering from the lasting effects of the covid pandemic with scarcity of food supplies and growing struggles to make ends meet with the rapidly increasing prices of so many essential goods. We pray that governments around the world may find a way to work together to ease the hardship so many are experiencing at this time.

  In our own land we are deeply aware of the breakdown in relationships between the management and the Trades Unions in so many workplaces. We pray that fair solutions to all these disputes can be found to bring an end to the difficulties that have affected the lives of so many people in adverse ways. We don’t pretend to have solutions to the problems being faced, but come today to ask that wisdom may be given to those involved in negotiations intended to resolve the differences between the respective parties.

In the Baptist Union of Scotland we pray for other churches:
This week we remember Strathendrick Baptist Church in Balfron, Stromness Baptist Church in Orkney, Thurso Baptist Church and Tillicoultry Baptist Church. We ask You to bless and guide them in their work for You at this time.
We pray also for the other churches in Broughty Ferry, for Your guidance and direction for them as they serve You in this Advent season. We pray that together in our community we may honour and glorify God as we witness to our Lord through our words and deeds. 
In our own congregation:

Heavenly Father we especially remember Dorothy Galloway, Alison, Diane and other members of their family after Jim died this week. We thank you for Jim and all that he means to us, and for his dedicated service for the Lord Jesus Christ, especially in our own congregation. We pray that You would uphold and comfort his family at this time.   
     We continue to remember Alva and Hamid Ditta as Alva continues to be receiving treatment in hospital, although as an outpatient. We are thankful that their daughters have come over from Pakistan to be with them at this time. We are also grateful that Isdale Anderson’ dad is now home from hospital. We pray too for Don and Ann Macleod, as Ann continues to be in hospital after recent surgery. We continue to pray for Lowrie, Nicola Livie’s brother, as he continues his course of chemotherapy in the coming days. We hope and pray that it may be successful. We pray for their recovery of health and strength.

  We pray too for all those with ongoing health needs including, Ellen Brown, Judy Blackwell, John Cairney, Mary Davidson, Aileen Goudie, Sam Horn and Bill Turner. We pray also for others who are not able to gather with us who are at home or in residential care, including Robin Goudie, Peter and Jeanne Purves, Joyce and Jim Lynn, Betty Watson, Mary Vallis, Gwen Paterson, Judy Blackwell and Jim Black. 

We leave a time of silence now for you to name any other people in need of prayer who God lays on your heart. ….

We pray that you would bring your comfort, your healing and a sense of your loving presence to each one for whom we have prayed.
Father, we pray too for those whom we know, that do not know you as their personal saviour.  As we approach Christmas we especially pray for our Christmas services, our Community Carol Concert, our Christmas Family Service and our Christmas Eve Outreach service.  Father place onto our hearts now, two or three people that we know, who we can pray for, to reach out to and invite to attend a Christmas service. We bring all these prayers that You would be glorified, Amen
In the Baptist Union of Scotland we pray for other churches:
This week we remember Strathendrick Baptist Church in Balfron, Stromness Baptist Church in Orkney, Thurso Baptist Church and Tillicoultry Baptist Church. We ask You to bless and guide them in their work for You at this time.
We pray also for the other churches in Broughty Ferry, for Your guidance and direction for them as they serve You in this Advent season. We pray that together in our community we may honour and glorify God as we witness to our Lord through our words and deeds. 
Song: ‘Come now with awe earth’s ancient vigil keeping’
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WrbilbI-SHE 
The Message: John 1:14: ‘A Word of testimony’
Introduction

‘I was there….’  Or ‘I saw it on television’ – what are the most memorable events that come to your mind that you witnessed either in person or on a screen via a television or the internet? All of us have a few events in our minds through which we have lived or were a part of our lives that we can recall without difficulty. Maybe for some older people you can recall the news breaking of Neil Armstrong, the first person walking on the moon, 20 July 1969; or for others maybe it was the death of Diana, Princess of Wales on 31 August 1997, and the national mourning that followed it that changed this country, or more recently the 9/11 disaster at the Twin-Towers in New York or something that took place in the last few years? Or was it something more personal, the birth of a first child or an academic graduation. Whatever your events were that you remember they often left their mark on the wider society or had a significant long-term impact on our lives for good or for ill. John 1:14 is one of those ‘stand out’ Bible-verses that are part of the author’s testimony to the significance of Jesus in their lives. For John, the author of this Gospel, his first encounter with Jesus and what followed completely changed his life, for ever. Yet John does not want us to stop there and say ‘great for you John’. Because it was not just for people of that generation who were called to encounter Jesus but people in every generation until His return who are called to put their faith and trust in Him as their Lord and Saviour.     

   Have you encountered Jesus? Have you come to experience the life-transforming significance of His coming into the world for us? The story of that first Christmas is not a safe sweet story of another baby being born, though that is part of the story. It is something every breathing human being should take pleasure in, but it is about something far more significant, far more comprehensive, far more radical than that. Jesus’ coming into this world was unique in terms of its purpose. You and I were born to live but He was born to die. We ultimately die as part of what it means to live as a human being, no matter how many years we enjoy of life. Jesus came through death never to die again in order to share that gift of eternal life with Him, with those who put their faith and trust in Him. Have you stopped to think about the meaning of His coming? Let’s take a short time today to look at what John is saying here about the amazing coming of Jesus into this world two thousand years ago. 

1. What happened? The Word became a human being 

John wrote: The Word became flesh... The significance of what happened is given in the New Living Translation: The Word became human…Over the centuries hymn and songwriters as well as writers of other documents have tried to express what happened in the coming of Jesus to earth. Charles Wesley, the Methodist Church’s greatest hymn writer wrote these words in an eighteenth century hymn: ‘Let earth and heaven combine, Angels and men agree, To praise in songs divine The incarnate Deity, Our God contracted to a span, Incomprehensibly made man. He laid his glory by, He wrapped him in our clay; Unmarked by human eye, The latent Godhead lay; Infant of days he here became, And bore the mild Immanuel’s name.’ Graham Kendrick in the 1980s expressed it this way: ‘Meekness and Majesty, Manhood and Deity, in perfect harmony the man who is God.’ No wonder the chorus declares; ‘Bow down and worship for this is your God…’ The most precise definition of Jesus’ identity was given in a theological statement prepared at the Council of Chalcedon in 451AD as theologians had for a few centuries tried to find a form of human words to express clearly something of Jesus’ identity. It is important to state first of all:
(a)What it does not mean (i) Jesus became human at the expense of His divinity This idea is based on a misunderstanding of Paul’s words in Philippians 2:6-7: who, being in very nature  God, did not consider equality with God something to be used to His own advantage; rather, He made himself nothing by taking the very nature of a servant, The literal translation of Philippians 2:6-7 which in the English Standard Version reads like this: 6 who, though he was in the form of God, did not count equality with God a thing to be grasped, 7 but emptied Himself, by taking the form of a servant, being born in the likeness of men. Jesus did not stop being divine when He entered our world and genuinely became a human being. However, what He did do was give up the independent exercise of His divine powers, choosing instead throughout His earthly life to rely on the help of the Holy Spirit to live the life He did. Why is this important? Because He is a role model for us; Paul in I Corinthians 11:1 wrote; Follow my example, as I follow the example of Christ. We can only do that if the resources Jesus relied on are equally available to us – which they are. He depended on and made a priority, times of prayer; so can we! He was dependent on the help of the Holy Spirit to do what He did in life and when on the cross dying in our place – as Hebrews 9:14 reminds us: How much more, then, will the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered Himself unblemished to God, cleanse our consciences from acts that lead to death so that we may serve the living God!  This is such an encouragement for us to know that we can live for God and do what we have to do in His strength. Remember Paul wrote in Philippians 4:13:  I can do all this through Him who gives me strength.                       
(ii)Jesus gave the appearance of being human This is not a big issue today but was in the first two or three centuries AD. It was the claims of some people in the ancient world who wanted to ensure no-one forgot that Jesus was truly God that they downplayed His humanity, to the extent of effectively denying it. In effect, they made Jesus on earth into a kind of super-hero who was not genuinely one of us. You and I might have enjoyed watching one of the super heros or heroines like ‘Superman’ or ‘Wonder Woman’ in films in the cinema doing all kinds of amazing things, but that is fiction not reality! The Bible is very clear, especially in the Gospels that Jesus experienced all the kinds of struggles we face today. He was hungry and thirsty; he was exhausted after a busy day; He was distressed when let down by His friends. He appreciated kindness and valued the companionship of other people. Even after His resurrection the kindness He showed to Thomas in meeting with him and showing him his wounds (John 20) or meeting with Peter to restore him to fellowship and service on the beach in Galilee (John 21). We have someone who was genuinely like us. Hebrews 4:14-16 reminds us why this is important for us: Therefore, since we have a great high priest who has ascended into heaven, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold firmly to the faith we profess. 15 For we do not have a high priest who is unable to feel sympathy for our weaknesses, but we have one who has been tempted in every way, just as we are – yet He did not sin. 16 Let us then approach God’s throne of grace with confidence, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help us in our time of need. 
(iii) Jesus was God in a human body This claim is simply another variant of the previous misunderstanding of His identity. We need to grasp that the change for Jesus that took place 2,000 years ago is a permanent one for Him. He has a perfect human body in heaven right now. The body He has with which He met various people that first Easter Sunday onwards and which could be touched and could eat food and drink liquids is the same as ours will be after this life when we receive our perfect bodies in the life to come. From the virginal conception onward there was no going back for Jesus. The miracle of His coming is truly amazing.

(b)What it did mean? God the Son, the second person of the blessed Trinity who retained His divine nature, took with that a human nature and a genuinely human body.  We will never understand fully what that meant for Him, but by faith we thank God for the extraordinary miracle of His coming that first Christmas. It is important because in order to reconcile God to humanity and humanity to God through the cross He had genuinely to be the bridge between us to represent the interests of both a perfect holy God who could not look upon sin and a sinful humanity who needed a Saviour but could not find one any other way than through our perfect substitute Jesus. Only Jesus could accomplish this task. He modelled a perfect human life and in His life of exemplary obedience to God the Farther on earth showed us how to live. Through His sacrifice in our place on the cross he took the punishment for humanity’s sin so that the person who truly reaches out to God through faith in Jesus can have their sins forgiven and receive the gift of eternal life and a welcome into God’s family for ever. That is the greatest Christmas present ever. 

2. Who saw it? …and made His dwelling among us.

Have you ever been anywhere as a very ordinary person in a large gathering feeling a bit out of place amongst important people but then something happens that the most important person present makes you feel welcome? Years ago when I was in Teacher Training College in Ripon, North Yorkshire, one of the theology department tutors announced that there was a grant available to fund a place at a week’s conference at Oxford University for a specialist Biblical Studies Conference. Looking back, I am not sure why I volunteered to accept the gift except for the fact that it was a free few days in Oxford and I had never been there up that that point. I sat at the back of the room feeling totally inadequate as these mainly old or elderly scholars around three times my age enthusiastically debated the finer points of Hebrew or Greek or used vocabulary that was not common in the conversations of the people with whom I mixed! Several days in, I tried to be brave and having understood a question put to the gathering even volunteered an answer that I thought was quite good, but I am not sure how many other people were convinced! The special moment for me of that week and the only thing of lasting significance occurred one lunchtime when the main New Testament Professor at the conference, Professor Charles F.D. Moule, Lady Margaret Professor of Divinity at Cambridge University, made a point of coming over and having quite a lengthy conversation with me for ten to fifteen minutes. He thanked me as a young person for coming and enquired why I was there, what I was studying and generally sought to encourage me. He was the only one of the big name professors who even spoke to me. After all I was only an undergraduate student who spoke none of the biblical languages. But the effort he made to speak to the obvious outsider to that gathering of scholars has stood out in my memory more than thirty years later. 

        Here John’s sense of privilege and wonder concerning Jesus was that He lived among us. ‘We’, the vast majority of the early followers of Jesus, were poor insignificant working people in rural Galilee, from places like Nazareth. Remember the follower of Jesus called Nathanael who made the following response to his friend Philip when he asked him to come and meet Jesus in John 1:46: Nazareth! Can anything good come from there?’ Nathanael asked’ ‘Come and see,’ said Philip. Without the persistent witness of Philip there is no way Nathaniel would ever have considered meeting with Jesus. He was no different to many people today who have vaguely heard about Jesus but have absolutely no desire to investigate any further His claims on their lives. Like Nathanael they don’t think there is any point. For them their motivation might be secular believing that religion is something they don’t need. It is for the poor and underprivileged in the ‘Third World’ who are turning to Christianity in large numbers; but as relatively privileged Westerners with all my basic needs met I don’t need God in my life. I am doing just fine thank you. Does this sound familiar?  I suspect most of us have heard this kind of viewpoint articulated time and again from work colleagues or social acquaintances. However, nothing has changed in this key respect. The establishment then that is the people in real power two thousand years ago, like now, had no time for Jesus. It was the poor and marginalised who heard Jesus gladly. It is ordinary people today who make up the vast majority of professing Christians. We rejoice when a small proportion of the rich and powerful or famous come to faith in Him, but that is a rare event – just as in New Testament times when Nicodemus and Joseph of Arimathea, two members of the Jewish ruling Council, the Sanhedrin, became secret followers of Jesus. Don’t be surprised when some of the people you invite to church or Christianity Explored say ‘no’ it’s not for me. This is exactly what happened when Jesus was on earth. So if it happened when people could meet Him live, the greatest person to live on this planet, then don’t be surprised at this pattern continuing today.  However, be encouraged because the ordinary people heard Jesus gladly. There are many ordinary people in our land who know they are not perfect, and don’t have everything sorted out with their lives and who are hoping to find something of greater significance for their lives, but have been reluctant to come to a church to see if the answers to the questions they have about the meaning and purpose of life could be found there. We have to go to them and be Jesus’ hands and feet and His mouthpiece. Action Point:  For whom should I be praying at this time? To whom should I be speaking or looking to give invitations to this Christmas?
    I thank God for the people who have visited our church for the first time in recent months quite a few for their first ever visit to our church or the first for a long time. God is at work in our community. Our calling is to join Him in what He is doing. The Gospel of John, like the other Gospels had an evangelistic intention. John 20:31 states: But these [stories of Jesus’ words and actions] are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in His name. I thank God for the opportunities we still have in our country to share our faith in public. There may be more restrictions than a generation ago, but far less than the vast majority of countries in the world. We have the greatest good news to share- if we are willing to do so. The challenge, though, is that people are unlikely to be impacted by our words if they cannot see it making any difference in our daily lives. The question for us is this: How can I share the greatest news in history effectively with people who need Jesus?       

3. Who was changed by it? We have seen His glory, the glory of the one and only Son, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth. 

(a)Your own story counts We have seen His glory… Someone could theoretically have a conversation with you about a person whom they described as conscientious, committed to their work. They may have made reference to the kind of person they are and shared some other insights about how they viewed that person. After listening quietly you might have responded, I agree, that person is my close friend or long-standing colleague or even family member or spouse! The other person had a limited knowledge of the one they were describing – but your knowledge is based on experience that is on a different level to them altogether. Another person can always disagree with your perception of factual information, and that is their right, but there is something different to the telling of your story, what you have experienced. It takes a brave or more likely a foolish person who would dismiss off-hand someone’s first-hand testimony. They may try and body-swerve its impact by saying ‘oh that’s great for you- but it’s not for me’ or use similar words. But never underestimate the power of telling your story. It counts. It is very special. A changed life will make other people sit up and take notice.  Don’t be discouraged because your witness is apparently having little impact at a particular moment in time. People watch us more closely than they will ever admit.  

 John’s words here are incredibly powerful.  We have seen His glory. The word was used in New Testament times of a person at the theatre watching a performance that totally captivated them. Their concentration was total. Nothing could have distracted their gaze until it was concluded.  We might also illustrate John’s words by describing two people in love with each other who only have eyes for the other. It can be difficult being the ‘third’ person on an outing in such a scenario. John is indicating that he and his fellow disciples were captivated by Jesus once they had set eyes on Him. There was something so attractive about this person that when they truly grasped His identity they were prepared to die rather than deny Him. This affection for One whose identity they only seriously began to grasp after His resurrection from the dead had been retained through the ups and downs of life that –if the traditional date for John’s Gospel is correct- the writer of this Gospel was the only one left of the original apostolic group because all the others had been martyred for their faith. There was a price to pay for following Jesus and they had all willingly embraced it faithful to the end. Jesus’ words to the Church at Smyrna in Revelation 2:10: Be faithful, even to the point of death, and I will give you the crown of life. The empire of Rome ruled by fear over vast numbers of people because they feared death and Rome’s willingness to execute people. By contrast, the followers of Jesus loved life but when required willingly embraced death to gain eternal life as faithful followers of their Lord and Master. The power of Rome was broken. Have you put your faith and trust in Jesus? If you have, then the fear of death has been broken because you have the guarantee of eternal life – a quality of life with God that begins in the here and now and continues into eternity. It is always a wonderful joy to listen to the testimony of someone explaining how they came into a living relationship with God through Jesus Christ.      
(b) The One you encountered the glory of the one and only Son, who came from the Father…  This salvation is uniquely available through Jesus not anyone else. There are many religions and ways to live offered today, but only Jesus uniquely has been both priest and sacrifice and the one mediator between God and humanity. Only He can deal with your sin and mine – because He has already done so- the gospel message loud and clear is ‘DONE’ not ‘DO’. This is why we can read verses such as I John 4:13-16a with real joy: This is how we know that we live in Him and He in us: He has given us of His Spirit. 14 And we have seen and testify that the Father has sent His Son to be the Saviour of the world. 15 If anyone acknowledges that Jesus is the Son of God, God lives in them and they in God. 16 And so we know and rely on the love God has for us.
Is this your experience – because it can be?

(c) Key words to share your story His glory…, full of grace and truth. What is it all about? His glory This was what motivated Jesus throughout His life to honour and glorify the Father through the way He lived. The challenge to us as Christians is this: Am I, through my attitudes, words and conduct bringing glory to God? Or is it the opposite? John also shares two words characteristic of Jesus that He was full of… grace and truth. The former in practice is a winsome gracious attitude towards others that reflects God’s amazing love for His children; grace is of course to us God’s unmerited favour in salvation, but it should overflow in our attitudes to others. How are you and I getting on in this matter? Truth as followers of One who is the Truth (John 14:6) - are we careful to have integrity in our speech in a society where many are careless as to the accuracy of their words –if it is to their advantage? Jesus also spoke the truth even though it was costly, but supremely He embodied it. May our conversations be gracious and truthful as we reflect His character. 

      The Word became flesh and made His dwelling among us. We have seen His glory, the glory of the one and only Son, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth. May this be your testimony and mine for the honour of His name’s sake, Amen.
Questions for reflection: 

Think of an occasion when you were totally captivated by something or someone, why do you think that happened?

Have you ever prepared a short summary of your testimony of coming to faith in Jesus; words that you could easily use if someone asked you why you are a Christian? If not, why not do that today?
Song: ‘From the squalor of a borrowed stable’
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=w-6vNR1SK4k 
The Lord’s Supper 
Jesus invites all Christian who have committed their lives to follow Him to participate in this act of worship. 
The apostle Paul wrote these words of Scripture in I Corinthians 11:23-26 to guide our observance of Communion.

For I received from the Lord what I also passed on to you: the Lord Jesus, on the night He was betrayed, took bread, 24 and when He had given thanks, He broke it and said, ‘This is My body, which is for you; do this in remembrance of Me.’ 25 In the same way, after supper He took the cup, saying, ‘This cup is the new covenant in My blood; do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of Me.’ 26 For whenever you eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until He comes.  
Prayer: Choose your own words of prayer to give thanks for the bread and wine that represent the costly gift of His body and blood for us.

Take the bread: Jesus said: ‘This is My body, which is for you; do this in remembrance of Me.
Take the wine: Jesus said: This cup is the new covenant in My blood; do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of Me.’

Closing Song: ‘By Faith’ https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fXB8ihepUpE 
Closing Prayer:  
Thank you Lord that You were willing to leave the glories of heaven to enter our world as a little baby in Bethlehem, two thousand years ago. Thank You too that throughout Your life, You modelled for us a way of living that reflected God the Father’s love for us, inviting us to follow in Your footsteps. We are so thankful for disciples of Jesus like John who wrote down so clearly what they had seen and heard during their time with Him. Help us also at this time in history to be good witnesses for You today and in the coming days, in Jesus’ name we pray, Amen
Benediction:  The Grace 

  May the Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,

                             the love of God 

                             and the Fellowship of the Holy Spirit, 

                             be with us all evermore, Amen[image: image1.png]
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