
Broughty Baptist update Sunday 18 December 22 ‘O Come let us adore Him’
Intimations
Morning worship online starts at 10:30am on the Zoom platform; and at the same time in person in Panmurefield Baptist Centre 

JAM Kids’ focus: Children who normally attend JAM Kids will participate with the rest of the congregation in the All-age service in Panmurefield Baptist Centre today.  
JAM, Young adults 10:30-11:45am, all attending this all-age service together today.
This All-Age Christmas service today on Sunday 18 December 2022, is led by Moraig Piggot who is also giving the talks. 
Fourth Sunday in Advent  

Lighting the candle of Love - God’s love for us in sending Jesus as our Lord and Saviour.
Call to Worship: (Micah 5:1-2, 4) 
‘But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah,
    though you are small among the clans of Judah,
out of you will come for me
    one who will be ruler over Israel,
whose origins are from of old,
    from ancient times.’
4 He will stand and shepherd his flock
    in the strength of the Lord,
    in the majesty of the name of the Lord His God.
And they will live securely, for then His greatness
    will reach to the ends of the earth.
Opening Praise: ‘O come let us adore Him’ [chorus of ‘O Come all You faithful’ ] 
We continue to worship as we sing: ‘O Come all you faithful’ https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Q8dgI4-bVPU 
Opening Prayer:

Heavenly Father, once more we come with joy into Your holy presence as we seek to offer to You the praise and adoration of our hearts. We are humbled by the amazing generosity You have shown towards us in sending Your Son our Saviour Jesus into this world two thousand years ago in Bethlehem. The wise men on their journey expected that this special baby would have the best of care and upbringing in a royal palace in Jerusalem, but You had other ideas choosing a humble very ordinary couple, Mary and Joseph, to take responsibility for His care. The circumstances of His birth in an animal shelter, a cave outside that Judean village, was so unexpected. We thank You that the prophet Micah in the 8th century BC prophesied about the place of Jesus’ birth. This was no chance happening, but the carefully planned mission of God to save us from our sins and to bring us into a right personal relationship with You. We pray Your blessing on our service today. Please forgive us our sins of the past week and fill us once more with the Holy Spirit’s power to live good lives for You in this coming week.  We bring our prayers in Jesus’ name Amen.    
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be Your name,
Your kingdom come,
Your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation
but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are Yours
now and for ever.
Amen.
Introduction to the theme ‘O Come let us adore Him’

At Christmas, the carol “Oh come let us adore Him” is sung in many homes, schools and churches. It’s so easy to sing along to the melody, but I wonder how many people stop to consider the meaning of the words they are singing? 
The word adore isn’t a word that is used too frequently these days. The dictionary describes it as, “to worship or honour, admiration and devotion.”  
The Christmas story is one of adoration and worship.

Today we are going to think about the Christmas story from the point of view of the Wise Men. The wise men fell to their knees and worshipped Jesus. They honoured and adored him. They devoted themselves to the Saviour. This demonstration of adoration was not a selfish, self-centred act, but a response to His presence. They longed to spend time with Him. They continued by opening their treasure, presenting gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh. These gifts were costly, but they flowed out of a grateful, thankful heart.  

So, what is our response to the Saviour this Christmas? Are we excited by the wonder of God’s gift to us; filled with thankfulness and worship? 
Bible Reading:  Matthew 2:1-12:

After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during the time of King Herod, Magi from the east came to Jerusalem 2 and asked, ‘Where is the one who has been born king of the Jews? We saw his star when it rose and have come to worship him.’
3 When King Herod heard this he was disturbed, and all Jerusalem with him. 4 When he had called together all the people’s chief priests and teachers of the law, he asked them where the Messiah was to be born. 5 ‘In Bethlehem in Judea,’ they replied, ‘for this is what the prophet has written: 6 ‘“But you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; for out of you will come a ruler who will shepherd my people Israel.”’
7 Then Herod called the Magi secretly and found out from them the exact time the star had appeared. 8 He sent them to Bethlehem and said, ‘Go and search carefully for the child. As soon as you find him, report to me, so that I too may go and worship him.’
9 After they had heard the king, they went on their way, and the star they had seen when it rose went ahead of them until it stopped over the place where the child was. 10 When they saw the star, they were overjoyed. 11 On coming to the house, they saw the child with his mother Mary, and they bowed down and worshipped him. Then they opened their treasures and presented him with gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh. 12 And having been warned in a dream not to go back to Herod, they returned to their country by another route.
The Nativity Video: https://youtu.be/5I4n8qLN85Y
Talk 1: O COME, LET US IGNORE HIM
I don’t think anyone likes being ignored, do they? I spend my day to day life feeling like I am being ignored!! And no, before you think I am speaking about my husband or my children, I am not for once! As you know I am a teacher and I teach 12- and 13-year-olds and most days it feels like I am invisible and my instructions are absolutely mostly ignored, I mean why would you want to sit down and do Maths or English? And why would you want to listen to an old wifie like me! 

Many people ignore Christ in the same way, they don’t want to hear about him. Sometimes this can be because no one has ever spoken to them out Jesus. His miraculous birth is what Christmas is all about. It's true that the traditions of Christmas, the tree, gifts, time with friends and family is a wonderful part of Christmas, but the true meaning of Christmas is found in Jesus.

Is Christmas for you simply a holiday- a day out of school, a day off from work? Is it a day of fighting over presents, who gets the best sweets out of the celebration tub, which relative you don’t want to next to at the Christmas dinner, Or is it a day of worship, praise and acceptance of God's greatest gift?

When the wise men got to Jerusalem and asked about the new king, no one had a clue what they were talking about. It caused such a stir that Herod found out about it. Who were these foreigners asking about a Jewish king? They were on a mission to come and adore the king. They wanted to bow down and worship him. The Wise Men Sacrificed Time, Money, and Comfort to Seek Jesus. It was far. It was uncomfortable. It was dangerous. Herod was king— he wasn’t really someone you wanted to mess with. And these wise men had to deal with him, because Jesus was born in the land he ruled over. But do you know what, the wise men ignored Herod and made the journey to find Jesus because that was more important to them.

We read in Isaiah 9:2, 6:
"The people walking in darkness have seen a great light; on those living in the land of the shadow of death a light has dawned... For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will be on his shoulders. And he will be called Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace" 

The prophecy of Isaiah became reality in the birth of Jesus Christ. Never had God touched the world with such love as on that night in the stable of Bethlehem. 

This Christmas we are challenged to make Jesus at the centre of everything, especially with our friends, neighbours and family who don’t yet know him. If you are here today and this is the first time you are hearing about Jesus, please don’t ignore him but ask more about him, God is calling us all to share HIM with everyone we meet this year. 
Song: ‘O Little Town of Bethlehem’
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=H_q430z13oc 

Prayer for others:  
Lord, we come once more to pray for the world that You created and to remember the many people around the world enduring extremely difficult circumstances. We pray for the millions of people in different places seeking to find a new place to live as they escape from famine or drought, or other effects of climate change, together with many others seeking a refuge from war or the actions of terrorists or repressive regimes.  In addition, we pray for those who are homeless in our own land and ask especially in this cold season that any on the streets may get the assistance they need to find an appropriate place to stay at this time. At a time when we remember the One for whom there was ‘no room in the inn’ in Bethlehem, we pray today for the various agencies like Eagles Wings in Dundee and City Missions that seek to serve and support these vulnerable people.  We thank You also for the Street Chaplains or Street Pastors that are found in many of the towns and cities of the UK seeking to share the love of Jesus with those they encounter in our urban communities. We pray that You would encourage and strengthen them at this time.

   We are extremely thankful for the public services we enjoy in this country and although we have concerns that so many are seriously overstretched, we come to express our gratitude for them. We continue to pray for a fair settlement of the many labour disputes at this time. We pray that management and unions may be able to find a way through the current difficulties so that they can continue to serve our communities.

     We pray too for the Christian Churches across our land that they would seek to take every opportunity to proclaim the good news of the gospel in carol services, nativity presentations or any other way of sharing the wonderful account of that first Christmas. We remember also the Christian congregations in Israel and the Palestinian Territories that they might be encouraged as they celebrate this season in the places where Jesus lived and carried out His earthly ministry.    
In the Baptist Union of Scotland we pray for other churches:
This week we remember Tiree Baptist Church, Viewfield Baptist Church, Dunfermline, Westray Baptist Church, Orkney, together with Westwood Baptist Church, East Kilbride. We ask You to bless and guide them in their work for You at this time.
We pray also for the other churches in Broughty Ferry, for Your guidance and direction for them as they serve You in this Advent season. We pray that together in our community we may honour and glorify God as we witness to our Lord through our words and deeds.  
In our own congregation: 

Heavenly Father we remember Dorothy Galloway, Alison, Diane and other members of their family after Jim died last week. We pray especially for them on Friday, the day of his funeral. We thank you for Jim and all that he means to us, and for his dedicated service for the Lord Jesus Christ, especially in our own congregation. We pray that You would uphold and comfort his family at this time.   

     We also pray for John Asbury in Ninewells Hospital after his fall yesterday that resulted in a need for surgery on a fractured leg. We pray for a successful operation and recovery in due course.

     We continue to remember Alva and Hamid Ditta as Alva continues to be receiving treatment in hospital, although as an outpatient. We are thankful that their daughters have come over from Pakistan to be with them at this time. We are also grateful that Isdale Anderson’ dad is now home from hospital. We pray too for Don and Ann Macleod, as Ann continues to be in hospital after recent surgery. We continue to pray for Lowrie, Nicola Livie’s brother, as he continues his course of chemotherapy in the coming days. We hope and pray that it may be successful. We pray for their recovery of health and strength.

  We pray too for all those with ongoing health needs including, Ellen Brown, Judy Blackwell, John Cairney, Mary Davidson, Aileen Goudie, Sam Horn and Bill Turner. We pray also for others who are not able to gather with us who are at home or in residential care, including Robin Goudie, Peter and Jeanne Purves, Joyce and Jim Lynn, Betty Watson, Mary Vallis, Gwen Paterson, Judy Blackwell and Jim Black. 

We leave a time of silence now for you to name any other people in need of prayer who God lays on your heart. ….

We pray that you would bring your comfort, your healing and a sense of your loving presence to each one for whom we have prayed.
Talk 2: O COME, LET US EXPLORE HIM
So we can’t be hearing about Wise Men without finding some here this morning, I suspect it will be tricky to find one Wise Man never mind three but we are going to try our best. We are looking for three volunteers to be dressed by some of our children and young people as our special Wise Men this morning.

There is a lot we don’t know about the wise men who visited Jesus. We don’t know how many there were. Some say three, because there were three types of gifts, but the Bible does not say. We don’t know they rode on camels. But we do know this: they were wise. The biblical word is magi. These were students of Scripture, of prophecy, and of the stars. But we know these were exceedingly wise men because they sought Jesus Christ, to worship Him.
Scripture led them to Jesus.

“Wise men from the East came to Jerusalem, saying, ‘Where is He who has been born King of the Jews? For we have seen His star in the East and have come to worship Him.’ When Herod the king heard this, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him. And when he had gathered all the chief priests and scribes of the people together, he inquired of them where the Christ was to be born. So they said to him, ‘In Bethlehem of Judea, for thus it is written by the prophet’” (Matthew 2:1b-5).

If you want to find Jesus, open the Bible and read! Would you like to worship Jesus with wisdom this Christmas? Then be wise like these men were. Wise people still seek Him today! This is how to have a real Christmas. 

There is no doubt that the baby whose birth we celebrate was no ordinary child. He came as the Son of God and Son of Man, but there is more. He is the King of kings. It is clear that when the Wise Men came to Jerusalem, they were seeking a king. Their gift of gold, the most precious of metals, indicated that they understood the one they would find was royalty. But what they may not have realized is that the child king they bowed before was none other than the King of all kings. This Christmas as we celebrate Jesus’ birth, His sinless life, His sacrificial death, and His triumphant resurrection, may we keep in mind that one day He will return as King of kings. On that day 

 “. . . every knee should bow, of those in heaven, and those in earth, and of those under the earth” (Philippians 2:10). 

And we will reign with Him forevermore. This year, let us remember to give Jesus a very special gift. Let us worship before Him today as the Son of God, the Son of Man, and the King of kings. It is the only thing He wants. And it is a gift He richly deserves!

Do we have plans to explore Jesus further in 2023, do we have plans to help others explore Jesus in 2023. We have our regular Sunday morning services, we have life groups and prayer groups, we have regular courses to support people to find out more about God’s love, there is a wealth of online bible apps and study tools available to us, we can support the younger people in the church to explore more about Jesus through helping in JAM Kids and JAM, we can volunteer at toddlers, Messy Church, Ukrainian Coffee and Chat and other outreach events…..the list and plans are endless, we are so blessed as a church that Gods provides so many opportunities to explore HIM personally and with others. This Christmas 2022 and going into 2023 let us come and explore him! 

“Come” is a simple word. It is a command, or a declaration. But in either case, it is about leaving one place and going to another.

Today, on the last Sunday of Advent, let us take heed to that invitation. Let us respond to that stirring in our hearts to leave behind whatever it is we need to in order to move toward Him. Come, and behold Him. Come, let us explore Him. 
Song: ‘Joy has dawned’  https://youtu.be/1zqAxtZvOEU
Talk 3:  O COME, LET US ADORE HIM

So, this word adore that we started the service with, I wonder what you adore in your life, I mean there can be so many right answers to that questions and also so many ways you could cause trouble for yourself by not saying the right thing! I mean if a husband was to be asked that question and he said ‘football’ or in my husband’s case ‘peace and quiet’, would that be the answer his wife was expecting! 

We are called to adore Jesus. That’s what Christmas reminds us to do every year. The wise men bowed and worshipped him, brought gifts, and rejoiced when they found him. We can learn a lot from these guys. 

Isaiah 60:3 says, “Nations will come to your light, and kings to the brightness of your rising.” Here they were following the star from the east to the small town of Bethlehem to worship the Child-king. What a blessing it is for us to be able to come and worship Him no matter who we are, no matter where we have come from, no matter our past.

We need to have a surrendered heart when we come to him. He is the king of kings. We should approach him in such a way. We also need to give him our gift of worship. We need have hearts filled with joy. When we surrender our heart and give our worship to Jesus, the result is a heart that is filled with Joy. 

It is true that when the Wise Men came to Bethlehem, they bowed before the very Son of God. But just as true is that they came and bowed before a child who would one day become a man. And this Jesus, the Son of Man, was beaten and punished, suffered, and eventually died on the cross for our sins.  This Christmas, as we celebrate the birth of Jesus as a baby, we must never forget what He suffered as the Son of Man on our behalf, the pain and sorrow He went through to provide for us so great a salvation.

This Christmas take time out of your busy schedule and spend some quality time and give Him you heart. Thank God for His love gift to the world and seek His presence continually. Choose to put Christ at the centre of your Christmas or maybe back into your Christmas or find Christ for the first time this Christmas. Give Him the rightful place that He deserves.  

O come, let us adore Him! Amen
Closing Song:  ‘It’s Christmas’
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=H0iFgc5GjwA 
Closing Prayer:  
O come, let us adore Him!  We have so much to be thankful for this Christmas. We do appreciate once more the freedom to attend church services and other public events that were not possible at this time of year in 2020 and 2021. Help us never to forget the reason for the season, in the midst of all our festivities; to You we bring all the praise and glory, Amen  
Benediction:  The Grace 

  May the Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,

                             the love of God 

                             and the Fellowship of the Holy Spirit, 

                             be with us all evermore, Amen[image: image1.png]
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