Meekness & Majesty – Why, and what does it mean for us? Philippians 2:5 – 11 & 1 John 1:1 – 4 Rev Gary Torbet
Introduction
When you go to see a GP about a health concern, you trust that they are qualified.  When you go on a flight somewhere, you trust that the airline has qualified pilots to fly the plane.  When you are doing a building project, you expect the builder to be qualified.

Today, in our scriptures, from Philippians the author is Paul who is qualified to teach us about Jesus, because he encountered Jesus for himself on the Damascus Road.  Paul went on to become the greatest ever apostle.  From 1 John 1 the author is John – John the Apostle, the disciple whom Jesus loved, who lived, walked alongside for 3 years, followed Jesus.  John you see was an eyewitness to all that Jesus did, taught, lived, died and rose again.

We can therefore have total confidence in the accounts, what they wrote and how it was all inspired by the Holy Spirit.

So, from the 2 passages, there are 3 main things we can draw from this;

· What Christ gave up?

· Why did he give this up?

· What does the mean for us, this Christmas time?
1. What Christ gave up?
When we focus on Philippians 2:6 – 7, where it says

“Who being in very nature God, did not consider equality with God something to be grasped, but made himself nothing, taking the form of a servant.”
There has been so much debate about this, and I know because I studied this at Theological College in a whole module.  How could God, become man, and as in the verse “made himself nothing” can also be translated as “emptied himself”.  Some came up with the theory that to solve this mystery, the “emptying himself” meant that he somehow managed to leave behind in heaven some of his divine attributes or power.  Not so, as the text says nothing of the sort, but the text does tell us that Jesus “emptied himself, taking the form of a servant.”
So Jesus emptied himself, but of what?  First let us focus on v 6 “very nature/form of God”  What the New Testament does is insist that this “form” they are talking about is God.

In Colossians 1:15 “Christ is the visible image of the invisible God”  Wow – what an image, don’t you think?

The divine attributes you see, belong to Jesus Christ in exactly the same way – and to the same degree as they do to God the Father.  Christ occupied a position of the highest possible place.

So Christ;

· Possessed all of the majesty and all of the deity of God – 

· Performed all the functions, again Colossians 1:15 “He existed before anything was created, and is supreme over all creation for through Him, God created everything”
· Enjoyed all the benefits of heaven.

· He was adored by His father.

· He was worshipped by the Angels.

· His supremacy was total. 

· His blessedness was perfect.

The condition you see had not been secured by Jesus effort, it was the way things always were, until that point.  And LISTEN, these circumstances, why should they change.  No reason.

BUT CHANGE THEY DID – because at the first Christmas, Christ you see did not insight on His rights.  No.  In the context of Paul’s challenge the Philippian Christians then and that God makes to us today – Christ did not insist on His rights.
He was recognised, revered, worshipped, He was immune to poverty, pain, humiliation.  He could have rejected coming, because these were His rights, but being in the form and character of God, He did not insist on these rights.

The theologian Moule puts it this way “Precisely because he was in the form God, He recognised equality with God not as a matter of getting, but of giving.”

You see Christ came into an entirely new relationship with the Father.  From eternity he was a Son, now he becomes a Servant, in a way yes, the Servant King!  He was now under the law, to become obedient, He became a slave without rights and not only did He give all of that up, His heavenly glory, to be born in human flesh and placed in a smelly manger in a stable, the darling of heaven to become a man of sorrows.  Not only ALL that, but he also took on death.

In Philippians 2:8, it says: “He humbled himself in obedience to God, and died a criminals death on a cross.” Every day He re-enacted the emptying of Himself, renewing His decision which had made Him nothing and choosing to move forward further into the shame and pain it involved

A death without light, comfort or encouragement;  He would lose all sense of His Father’s love, He would cry out and not be heard, on the cross, at it’s darkest point, the Son knew himself only as sin.

2 Corinthians 5:21 “God made him who had no sin to become sin for us” To become sin, for you, for me – Amen!  He was willing at the call of His Father, to do that, and He did this for us.  

HOW CAN WE DO ANYTHING BUT STAND IN AWE OF JESUS!! Think about it, not only did He choose to come down, that is one thing, but to give all that up to come down and die for us, for you and me, that is on completely different level.  Amazing we could spend days unpacking these Gospel truths, but this brings me to my second point.

2. Why did he give it all up?

BECAUSE THERE WAS NO OTHER WAY!!

Jesus was the Son of God.  Why did He come?  Yes, to show God’s character and the way back to the Father but why did he have to give up His life, like that?  Because of Grace, we didn’t deserve it and that is what Grace means – mercy when someone doesn’t deserve it
But He died in our place – Jesus, came to save us, to say, give me your sin and I will die in your place.  The punishment you deserve, I will take instead.  And then Jesus says, one I die in your place, I will give you my righteousness and live in your place – Wow, isn’t that amazing!!

You see Jesus suffered and died, because there was no other way, I mean don’t you think if God the Father could have prevented having to sacrifice his only Son, to do that for us in the way He had to do it – he would have found it?? 

THERE WAS NO OTHER WAY AND SO THERE IS NO OTHER WAY.

There is no other way apart from Jesus – Amen!  Jesus had to come, to give all that up and suffer and die, physical nails in his wrists and feet, spiritual isolation from His Father.  

One of the main things I want all of us to experience afresh today, is the love of Christ

Listen to this from Ephesians 3:18 -19

“And may you have the power to understand, as all God’s people should, how wide, how long, how high and how deep his love is. May you EXPERIENCE the love of Christ though it is too great to understand fully,  Then you will be made complete with all the fullness of life and power that comes from God.”  AMEN!!
There was no other way, and that is what God’s Holy Word teaches us, in Galatians 2:21 “I do not set aside the grace of God, for if righteousness could be gained by the Law, then Christ died for nothing.”

It says in Acts 4:12 “There is no other name under heaven by which men can be saved”

(Tony Campolo Aircraft and Air Traffic Control illustration)

So that is What Jesus gave up, and that is why Jesus had to give it all up and die and because He was obedient this is what happens -  as we have read in Philippians 2: 9-11

“Therefore, God exalted him to the highest place

    and gave him the name that is above every name,

10 that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow,

    in heaven and on earth and under the earth,

11 and every tongue acknowledge that Jesus Christ is Lord,

    to the glory of God the Father.”
So having reflected on all of that:
3. What does that mean for us this Christmas time?
In particular here I reference our second Bible Reading from 1 John 1: 1 – 4.

John because he was an eyewitness to Jesus’ ministry was qualified to teach the truth about Him.  The readers of this letter had not seen or heard about Jesus themselves, but as I said earlier, they could trust that what John wrote was accurate.  We are like those second and third generation Christians.  Though we have not personally seen, heard or touched Jesus, we have the New Testament record of His eyewitnesses, and we can trust that they spoke the truth about Him.  Not only that but 2000 years of church growth and millions of testimonies of people who have encountered the living Jesus also back up what was written.  Jesus says in John 20; 29 “You believe because you have seen me. Blessed are those who believe without seeing me.”

We read in 1 John 1:2-4
“He was with the Father, and then He was revealed to us.  We proclaim to you what we ourselves have actually seen and heard SO THAT YOU MAY HAVE FELLOWSHIP WITH US AND OUR FELLOWSHIP IS WITH THE FATHER AND WITH HIS SON JESUS CHRIST.  We are writing these things so that you may full share our joy”

So in verses 1 & 2 it is like a Court deposition – these things really happened, the first Christmas really happened – but John now describes THE GOAL OF THAT PROCLAMATION.  What is the goal of Jesus coming?  Christmas means that you can have fellowship with God, that relationship that was broken can now be renewed.  John wants his readers to believe in his testimony so that can enter fellowship with God.
When Moses, asked to see God’s face, God’s glory he was told it would kill him (Exodus 33;20)

Yet now in John 1:14 we are told that through Jesus “The Word became flesh and made His dwelling among us, AND WE HAVE SEEN HIS GLORY OF THE ONE AND ONLY SON, FULL OF GRACE AND TRUTH.”  Charles Wesley in his hymn ‘Hark the Herald Angels Sing’ didn’t write “Veiled in flesh the Godhead hidden.  – No, it was “Veiled in flesh the Godhead SEE!”

When children are instructed by their teachers to look at the sun, they need to look at filters so they are not blinded by the light of the sun.  In a similar way it is through the lens of Jesus Christ that we see the Glory of God.
When you reflect on what Jesus gave up, why He gave that up, we see God appearing in human form, we see God’s perfection in ways we can relate to, we see His love, His humility, His wisdom, His compassion.  But they are no longer abstract; we see them in all of their breath-taking real-life forms. He becomes palpable, graspable.  He becomes above all, personal, we can have a relationship with the living God, the creator and sustainer of the universe – We can encounter God through Jesus Christ.

Christmas and the incarnation, man that God went to infinite lengths to make himself one whom we can know personally.

So today in terms of our Church Vision it is about;

· Looking to Christ – falling in love with Jesus, all over again, DON’T YOU JUST LOVE JESUS, AND WHAT HE HAS DONE FOR YOU, FOR ME

· To encounter Jesus – to prepare for the coming of Christ and to encounter Him in new ways.

What Jesus gave up for us – His majesty, the glory of heaven, to empty Himself of what was his right.

Why did Jesus give this up?  To die to save us from our sins, because there was no other way for man to be reconciled with God;
What does this mean for us, it means that we can have a daily, vibrant, dynamic, Holy Spirt filled relationship with Jesus – WOW, don’t you just love that!! 
So, to conclude today;

1. Do you know Jesus – have you invited Jesus to be your Lord and Saviour, to receive salvation, why not make this Christmas the first one you know personally the Christ, who is coming for you?

2. If you have already done and given your life to Jesus – How is your relationship with God as we approach Christmas?  Is your relationship dynamic, vibrant, Spirit filled, living encounters with Jesus, touching the lives of others and sharing Jesus? Maybe, you, this Christmas need to fall in love with Jesus afresh.

So let us just stop and have a little quiet time of reflection now before we enter a time of communion.  I will read a short portion of a Psalm a couple of times, ask the Holy Spirit to highlight a verse or word and feed on it, I will say a couple of prayers including one for those who may want to invite Jesus into their lives.

Psalm 36:7-9

“How precious is your unfailing love, O God,

All humanity finds shelter in the shadow of your wings.

You feed them from the abundance of your house

letting them drink from your river of delights.

For you are the fountain of life,

The light by which we see.”

(Repeat)

Lord, am I full of your light?  If there are pockets of darkness or shadows within me, shine your light on them.
I invite you Jesus, the light of the world to come and fill ne now, to fully experience how wide, how high, how long and how deep your love for me is.

Fill me now with your Holy Spirit, I imagine your love and your light filling every part of me now.

Thank you Jesus. Thank you Lord.

And now for anyone who wants to invite Jesus into their lives, just repeat quietly after me;

Lord Jesus, 

I thank you that you chose to come down to earth.

I thank you that you died for me on the cross, 

So that my sins could be forgiven.

In faith, I now accept your sacrifice for me and receive your forgiveness.

I now invite you Jesus, by your Holy Spirit to come into my life,

And become my Lord and Saviour.

Help me Jesus, to now live for you. 

Thank you Jesus Amen.
Questions for Reflection

As we approach Christmas there are lots of preparation to be done - shopping, wrapping, food shopping, people to see, places to go, concerts hopefully family around, presents? Maybe, it even stresses us out?
How though are we preparing spiritually?  How is my relationship with God?
How can we do things differently this year, to stop, pause and deepen our relationship with Christ? To encounter Him even, this Christmas?
Song for reflection: ‘Meekness and majesty’ https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yW5NVGQi5LM 
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