
Broughty Baptist update Sunday 8 January 22 Romans 12:9-13 How should I live as a follower of Jesus in today’s world?
Intimations
Morning worship online starts at 10:30am on the Zoom platform; and at the same time in person in Panmurefield Baptist Centre 

JAM Kids’ focus: The JAM Kids programme takes place during this service today
JAM, Young adults 10:30-11:45am AM "Thy Word is a lamp unto my feet and a light unto my feet" A reflection on how does God guide us through our lives?
Led by Gary Torbet & Janet Kelly.
7pm - 8.30pm Breakthru  With games, fun, refreshments, some worship and a reflection on "Clear the road blocks - what are the things that get in the way of our relationship with God?" Led by Gary Torbet and other leaders
The service today, Sunday 8 January 2023, is led by Isdale Anderson. Rev Brian Talbot is preaching the message and leading communion. 
Call to Worship: 
Rev 5. 13: “I heard every creature in heaven, on earth, in the world below and in the sea – all living beings in the universe – and they were singing: ‘To Him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb be praise and honour, glory and might, for ever and ever.’”
Opening Praise: ‘All Heaven Declares the Glory of the Risen Lord (CMP 14)

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=S-s9Kk6tfVU
We continue to worship as we sing: ‘Lord of Lords, King of Kings (Source 332)

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tB6wv1GWgDE
Opening Prayer:
Heavenly Father, once more we come with thankfulness in our hearts at the privilege we have of worshipping You today. We know that wherever we are and whatever we are doing may be honouring to You, yet You have asked Your people to gather together as believers to begin our new week in Your presence. We thank You today for all our blessings of this New Year. We thank You that many of us have good health and the provision of our basic needs. We will continue to remember those with particular health or other needs in our intercessory prayers, but at the start of our service, we want to come as a thankful people for all Your goodness to us; the loving-kindness wse have received from You over the years. We thank You for the reminder in our call of worship that as we gather to praise and worship You that we are joining millions of other believers around the globe today, who will in a similar way be gathered as local churches in services of worship. Yet, in addition, there are those in heaven singing Your praises. Some of them are heavenly beings who have being engaged in this worship for a long time, and others who in the past were here on earth, but now their faith in Jesus Christ has become sight. What they trusted based on the promises in the Bible, is now a reality they are experiencing for themselves. You are the Lord of Lords and the King of Kings. We know that as each year passes by it brings the return of the Lord Jesus ever closer and we look forward to His final triumph and eternal reign. Speak Lord into our hearts and minds today. Purify us from our sins and fill us afresh with Your Holy Spirit that we might honour You in all we do this week, in Jesus’ name we pray, Amen.
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be Your name,
Your kingdom come,
Your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation
but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are Yours
now and for ever.
Amen.
All Age talk Isdale
Happy New Year!

Anyone make any New Year resolutions? You know make any decisions to try and make their lives better e.g. exercise more, eat less chocolate, tidy their bedroom every week. 

Any suggestions?

Not easy to make changes to our lives. To change habits that we’ve had for a long time. A lot of people make a start and don’t manage to keep it up. To make real changes to our lives we need a bit of help.

Here’s a wee story to help explain what I mean.

Once upon a time in the future, there was a great stir in Dundee. The King was coming! Posters said so. The Dundee Courier carried big headlines about it. Everyone was talking about it on Facebook, Twitter and on Radio Tay. It was no surprise! After all the King had never been here before.

The front gardens along the Kingsway were all neat and tidy to welcome the King’s procession. The Dundee in Bloom flowerpots were put on every street corner. Shop windows were polished to a sparkle, the roads were swept spotless. The Lord Provost had specially polished his gold chain and all the Town Councillors were wearing their smartest clothes – now that they were back from the dry cleaners. A long red carpet had been rolled all the way from the V & A to the Caird Hall. 

There at 11.56am the King would meet all the important people in the town. At 12.09 he would open the new Computer Game Factory down at the City Quay; at 12.27 he would visit the new BT Internet headquarters where Baxter Park used to be. At 12.51 he would wave goodbye to the Provost and Councillors. What a day!!

The crowds were enormous. Waving, shouting, pushing, desperate to get a view of the King – and that was just the reporters! Then eventually – the King arrived. A long line of cars with policemen on motorcycles riding alongside reached Broughty Ferry at 6 minutes to 12, the V & A at 4 minutes to 12 (they were driving very fast!). All the high heed yins tidied up their hair, straightened their ties, adjusted their makeup and practised their bows and curtsies.

But what was this!!The King’s car stopped – outside “Larry’s Loan Shop.” It was a dingy wee place and run by “Dirty Larry” who offered to lend money to people who were down on their luck and very short of cash. The problem was he was a cheat and a swindler – and the rumour was that nasty things happened to people who didn’t pay the money back on time.

To people’s amazement the King got out of his car, walked through the crowd and into “Larry’s Loans”. It was now 11.55. This shouldn’t have been happening. You could see the King through the shop window. He was talking to Larry and his crooked pals. What was he playing at? Now it was 11.58 and the high heed yins were worried. Half an hour went by and they were getting really upset. What about the visit to the computer game factory or the New BT Headquarters. No one could understand what the King was doing.

No one except Larry that is. The King’s visit certainly seemed to do him some good. Talk of Dundee he was afterwards. Especially when he started paying back money to his old customers. He even gave half of everything he owned to charity!   Would you believe it!    

So that was it. A very strange thing for the King to do. To ignore all the important people – the Computer Game makers – the BT Internet users to spend so much time with a bad man.

Not at all what was expected. But his visit certainly made an impact – especially on Larry! 
“If anyone is joined to Christ, he is a new being; the old is gone, the new has come.” 2 Cor. 5.17

All Age Song: ‘Will you come and follow Me?’ www.youtube.com/watch?v=uu7ihXeTsMQ 
Prayer for children and young people before they go to JAM and JAM kids

Bible Reading:  Romans 12:9-16:

Love must be sincere. Hate what is evil; cling to what is good. 10 Be devoted to one another in love. Honour one another above yourselves. 11 Never be lacking in zeal, but keep your spiritual fervour, serving the Lord. 12 Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction, faithful in prayer. 13 Share with the Lord’s people who are in need. Practise hospitality.
14 Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse. 15 Rejoice with those who rejoice; mourn with those who mourn. 16 Live in harmony with one another. Do not be proud, but be willing to associate with people of low position.[c] Do not be conceited.
Prayer for others:  
Heavenly Father,

   Once more we come with heavy hearts, knowing that there are so many things in this world of concern to us and indeed to You. In too many situations human beings have acted in ways that are harmful to fellow human beings. We continue to remember Christian Churches of the Orthodox communions as many of them celebrate Christmas this weekend in their calendar. We pray that this celebration of the coming of the Prince of Peace, will not only inspire but encourage greater devotion in practice to the One in whose name this festival was instituted. We continue to remember the suffering of the people of Ukraine who have endured so much in the last year, but we also do not want to forget the unsought suffering of many Russian families whose members were conscripted against their will into the Russian armed forces for this war in Ukraine and whose needless deaths will cast a shadow over the lives of their families at this time. 
    We pray too for the people of Armenia. It is of the gravest concern that Azerbaijani special forces troops, pretending to be environmental activists are blocking the only accessible road route into the region known internationally as Nagorno Karabakh and preventing basic food and medical supplies getting to the residents of that area for the last four weeks. We pray that the international community will act speedily and prevent further suffering for the people of that region. Lord have mercy upon them.

     In this New Year we also continue to remember the needs of our own country and continue to pray for a resolution to the industrial disputes that have been so serious in recent months. We are deeply conscious that there are very serious concerns over staffing levels and budget cuts in our hospitals, schools and other work places and pray for all involved in the negotiations that a way can be found to improve this situation. We pray too for the Royal family and for our politicians at local regional and national levels that all may seek Your wisdom and guidance as we begin to go through another New Year.      

   We are also aware of needs in other countries not mentioned by name. In the silence we bring before You the needs that come to our minds at this time…..
In the Baptist Union of Scotland we pray for other churches:
This week we remember Marylee Anderson (a Baptist Chaplain at Aberdeen University); Alexandria Baptist Church, Alloa Baptist Church and Alness Baptist Church. We ask You to bless and guide them in their work for You at this time.
We pray also for the other churches in Broughty Ferry, for Your guidance and direction for them as they serve You in this New Year. We pray that together in our community we may honour and glorify God as we witness to our Lord through our words and deeds. 
In our own congregation:

Heavenly Father, we especially remember Jeanne Purvis and her family after the death of her husband Peter this week. We also pray for Fiona and Derek Anderson after the recent death of her mother, together with Craig and Alison O’Brien after the recent death of his sister. We continue to pray for Dorothy Galloway, Alison, Diane and other members of their family after Jim’s recent death. We continue to remember Alva and Hamid Ditta as Alva continues with treatment for her ongoing health problems. We pray too for Don and Ann Macleod, as Ann makes progress in recovering her health and strength in hospital after recent surgery. We continue to pray for Lowrie, Nicola Livie’s brother, that he too may be restored to health and strength; and for John and Pat Asbury as John recuperates at home after surgery in hospital.
  We pray too for all those with ongoing health needs including, Ellen Brown, Judy Blackwell, John Cairney, Mary Davidson, Aileen Goudie, Sam Horn and Bill Turner. We pray also for others who are not able to gather with us who are at home or in residential care, including Robin Goudie, Peter and Jeanne Purves, Joyce and Jim Lynn, Betty Watson, Mary Vallis, Gwen Paterson, Judy Blackwell and Jim Black. 

We leave a time of silence now for you to name any other people in need of prayer who God lays on your heart. ….

We pray that you would bring your comfort, your healing and a sense of your loving presence to each one for whom we have prayed. We bring all these prayers that You would be glorified, Amen
Song: ‘Lord You Hear the Cry’ (Geraldine Latty/Resound Worship)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2wIGduU0ces 
The Message: Romans 12:9-13: How should I live as a follower of Jesus in today’s 
world?
Introduction

Paul, in Romans chapter twelve, has given us a powerful challenge to live fruitful Christian lives. He began with a focus on God and our calling to honour Him in our patterns of thinking; in the way we speak to one another and in the way we live our lives. But before giving to attention to how we might live in relationship with other people, the apostle first highlights our character. You cannot separate your private life and your public life. For example, someone who tries to be a wonderful person in public, but shows little love or respect to their family and friends in private will find it impossible to keep the two parts of their life separate. The real ‘you’ or ‘me’ comes to light eventually, if not sooner in some cases. Is this easy to live? No!  Paul speaks in Romans 12:1 of offering…your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God – this is your true and proper worship. This statement tells us very clearly that there is a cost in living for the Lord as we should do. ‘A living sacrifice’ implies a deliberate act of will to make the best choices in who we are in our character and in our conduct.  It might mean not acting on intimate desires for a relationship that is not honouring to the Lord. It could mean seeking to build a friendship with someone we have struggled to relate to in the past. Take time to reflect on these words of Paul, inspired by God, at the start of this New Year. Who we are before God and who we are in our relationships with one another really matters. There are people who carefully cultivate a public image that is false. What credibility do you have left when it is found out? It will be interesting to see what happens to an American politician who took a House of Representative seat in the recent election. What misinformation did he share in his CV? It appears from new reports that he incorrectly declared his ethnicity as Jewish and his grandparents as holocaust surviving Ukrainian and Belgian Jews, in a constituency with a high proportion of Jewish voters. He implied he had university degrees from well-known institutions, but had never been to university. He also claimed to have worked for two prestigious financial institutions; again untrue… some of us might wonder what credibility he has left? [https://edition.cnn.com/2022/12/26/politics/george-santos-admits-embellishing-resume/index.html]            
It is easy to say that we would not be like that person in 2023. The much harder part is facing up to the sacrifices we might need to make to be the best ‘you’ and ‘I’ can be in our character and conduct this year, if we are going to be truly holy and pleasing to God.  
  We have to acknowledge that what is on the inside will eventually have a significant impact on our conduct. Living in relationship with other people in the way God intends us to do is only sustainable in the long term if we feed our inner person with good wholesome spiritual resources. In Romans 12:9-21, Paul first has in mind our relationship with other believers and with other people of good will towards us in Romans 12:9-13, prior to our relationship with or towards people who are either our enemies or who have settled negative feelings about us in Romans 12:14-21. In this message we focus on the first section in Romans 12:9-13. What does Paul highlight in our relationships with other people, especially within God’s family?  

1. The foundations for our relationships (Romans 12:9) 

(a)Sincerity Love must be sincere (Romans 12:9a) Our intentions in communicating who we are and the faith we profess must be genuine and with integrity. The word Paul uses for love is ‘agape’This is the word associated with love reflecting that shown to us by Jesus and is describing practical service rather than emotional feelings. The latter may not be excluded, but the emphasis is certainly on care in actiontowards a person who would benefit from assistance offered by another person. In I Corinthians 13:1-7, Paul wrote: If I could speak all the languages of earth and of angels, but didn’t love others, I would only be a noisy gong or a clanging cymbal. 2 If I had the gift of prophecy, and if I understood all of God’s secret plans and possessed all knowledge, and if I had such faith that I could move mountains, but didn’t love others, I would be nothing. 3 If I gave everything I have to the poor and even sacrificed my body, I could boast about it; but if I didn’t love others, I would have gained nothing. 4 Love is patient and kind. Love is not jealous or boastful or proud 5 or rude. It does not demand its own way. It is not irritable, and it keeps no record of being wronged.6 It does not rejoice about injustice but rejoices whenever the truth wins out. 7 Love never gives up, never loses faith, is always hopeful, and endures through every circumstance. Here in Romans 12:9 Paul truncates his thinking on this point to two brief statements about this practical love and care towards other people. The first statement is this: Love must be sincere (Romans 12:9a). The word sincere comes from two Latin words sine cera meaning ‘without wax’. That is, a pottery product for sale in the shop is genuinely in good condition and that an inspector of some kind has confirmed that there are no cracks in the pot that have been covered up by wax with a view to hiding them from potential purchasers. In other words that ‘what you see is actually what you get’ and are paying a fair price for – if you purchase it. The NIV Bible version here translates a word that literally means ‘without a mask’. It is taken from the world of the theatre where when actors and actresses changed speaking parts on the stage, they changed the mask in front of their face to signify they were now someone else in the play or drama. Paul uses this theatrical word to invite Christians to take off any mask they may have been wearing, or image they were presenting, that was not consistent with the real person within. Hypocrisy is the opposite of sincerity and other people rightly loose respect for someone who says one thing and consistently does the exact opposite. Therefore, Paul invites us to reflect: Am I genuine and sincere in my relationships with other people? Or would I entertain saying something to a person’s face but something else very different behind their back? In public some people put on a ‘mask’ for all kinds of reasons. Maybe hiding their true self in case some of their friends didn’t want to associate with them anymore? Or, maybe, due to an inability to acknowledge something about themselves; we have a responsibility to be transparent as far as is possible in our motivation for the way we live our lives and relate to other people. We know that other people are not always sincere with us and many of us will have been let down at one time or another. However, Paul urges us not to allow ourselves to be imprisoned or controlled or significantly shaped by our past hurts and disappointments, rather to be open to God and other people that hopefully will result in happy and healthy relationships with them.      
(b) Discernment Hate what is evil; cling to what is good (Romans 12:9b) However, this practical and generous love towards other people is not indiscriminate. There are things we must consciously hate and things we resolutely choose to favour. Our resources to enable us to cling to what is good come from God. John in I John 4:8b-11 declared: God is love. 9 This is how God showed His love among us: He sent His one and only Son into the world that we might live through Him. 10 This is love: not that we loved God, but that He loved us and sent His Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins. 11 Dear friends, since God so loved us, we also ought to love one another. Yet there is the opposite side of love reported in Proverbs 6:16-19: There are six things the Lord hates, seven that are detestable to him: 17 haughty eyes, a lying tongue, hands that shed innocent blood, 18 a heart that devises wicked schemes, feet that are quick to rush into evil,
19a false witness who pours out lies and a person who stirs up conflict in the community. Do we desire to love the things God loves and detest the things He hates? It is the other side of love. The parent, whose adult child refuses to heed their pleas for good behaviour, and is in the process of preparing to commit a serious crime, would be loving them by reporting what they knew to the police, in order that they and other people might not be harmed by the possible consequences of their offspring’s bad choices. In Hebrews 12:4-13 the author quotes Proverbs 3:11-12 to indicate that one aspect of parental love towards a child is to set boundaries for their behaviour that if transgressed results in discipline. My son, do not make light of the Lord’s discipline, and do not lose heart when He rebukes you, 6 because the Lord disciplines the one He loves,  and He punishes everyone He accepts as His son  (Hebrews 12:5b-6). Our attitudes and conduct must be sincere and genuine before God and other people, but it must also be marked by discernment as to what must be distinguished as ‘good’ and that which is ‘evil’. Paul’s words here emphasise actual conscious choices by each one of us and not going with the flow about what others think about a situation.   
2. Love in action (Romans 12:10-13)
(a) Devotion Be devoted to one another in love (Romans 12:10a) As is commonly known there are four Greek words for ‘love’. The first of these is ‘eros’. It covers sexual love in its feelings and physical expression. This term for love is not found in the New Testament. However, the other three words are found here in Romans 12:9-10. ‘Storge’ and ‘philadelphia’ are found in Romans 12:10 in combination words translated as devoted and in brotherly love. In simple terms ‘storge’ relates to the love between members of a particular family. There is something special about belonging to a loving family. We suffer acute grief when a close family member dies because of the relationship with that person. We did not consciously chose it but were happy to embrace it over however many years we were blessed to share our lives with that person. The second term conveys the idea of friendship. We do not choose our relatives, but we do have that option with respect to people we designate our friends. Whether in our physical family or in our church family, it is true that we havn’t chosen the members in its ranks! But let us reach out in genuine Christian love to be as supportive and caring as we can. Of course, there will be a much smaller number of people we designate our friends, for whom we give thanks to God.  Make sure you value the people God has placed around you, don’t take them for granted. Is there someone you need to express your appreciation for today?    

(b) Honour Honour one another above yourselves (Romans 12:10b) The words Paul uses here are conveying a sense of action. We live in a world where it is standard for people to expect to be praised and recognised for what they have done, especially those in high places who routinely populate official honours lists. The apostle here asks us to turn such thinking on its head and to go out of our way to recognise and confer honour in whatever way we can upon other people. Let them know we noticed and appreciated their dedication to duty. Acknowledge the good things they have done, especially where praise and acknowledgement was unsought. Churches and most voluntary agencies will primarily be populated by ordinary people, but we remember that the vast majority of good things that take place in our land are the result of the actions of ordinary citizens like us! I don’t believe Paul was thinking of awards ceremonies or medals or certificates being presented, as this was not part of his culture. However, he has in mind a culturally appropriate means of recognising good work and how we apply that in the classroom or the office or even in the gym or golf club will vary from place to place and time to time. Why is this helpful advice? It may reduce our disappointments when we think we have been overlooked for recognition, but also increase our delight when someone else has taken the trouble to note something we have done for other people. Is there someone you want to honour this coming week? Let them know you appreciate their efforts!

(c) Enthusiasm Never be lacking in zeal, but keep your spiritual fervour, serving the Lord (Romans 12:11). Paul raises this issue a few times in his letters. In Galatians 6:9 he wrote: Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the proper time we will reap a harvest if we do not give up. What does this cover? It covers each area of life. Whether at home or another place of work; engaged in church business or some other activity we need to be industrious making good use of our time and not being lazy. It is fine to schedule a day off or some hours off on a particular day as the Lord never intended us to work twenty-four hours a day. He gave us a weekly pattern of work and rest and worship to structure our week for our good and His glory. It is not easy to get a balanced schedule, as we know so well! In Colossians 3:23-24 Paul wrote: Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as working for the Lord, not for human masters, 24 since you know that you will receive an inheritance from the Lord as a reward. It is the Lord Christ you are serving. Idleness when we could be using our time and talents for good purposes is something Paul sought to discourage at every opportunity. He also modelled a life full of purpose and meaningful activity. In II Thessalonians 3: 7-10, Paul wrote: For you yourselves know how you ought to follow our example. We were not idle when we were with you, 8 nor did we eat anyone’s food without paying for it. On the contrary, we worked night and day, labouring and toiling so that we would not be a burden to any of you. 9 We did this, not because we do not have the right to such help, but in order to offer ourselves as a model for you to imitate. 10 For even when we were with you, we gave you this rule: ‘The one who is unwilling to work shall not eat.’ Notice carefully that Paul is describing a person who has health and opportunity to take work but declines it. It may be voluntary work or paid employment. He is not distinguishing the two here. His point is that if we have the ability and the opportunity, especially here with reference to using our talents in God’s work then we ought to do what we can. However, let us also pray for and be sensitive and caring towards the people that are doing their very best to get paid employment in our community but who are kept waiting sometimes quite a long time before they can find something appropriate to do. Most of all, to do our work cheerfully not with a ‘long’ face! In God’s service there is no place for unemployment. Even when we are physically unable to do tasks we once carried out, we can give a greater focus on other forms of ministry to encourage and to pray for others on the frontlines. Our calling will inevitably change over the years with age and circumstances, but may our enthusiasm and availability to the Lord and His people never change!  The next three qualities are highlighted in our Bible verse for the year 2023 as a church, in Romans 12:12-13: Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction, faithful in prayer. Share with the Lord’s people who are in need. Practise hospitality.
(d) Endurance Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction, faithful in prayer (Romans 12:12) Here are three qualities that ought to flavour our perception of reality as we go through life year by year. Be joyful in hope… Paul has already mentioned this word hope. Romans 5:2: And we boast [or rejoice] in the hope of the glory of God; and Romans 8:24-25: For in this hope we were saved. But hope that is seen is no hope at all. Who hopes for what they already have? 25 But if we hope for what we do not yet have, we wait for it patiently.  This is a reminder of the bigger picture or perspective of our lives. The outcome of history is certain. Jesus is coming back to reign as King of Kings and God’s plans for His creation will in their fullness come to pass. Don’t allow yourself to be discouraged by momentary setbacks but keep in mind what God has guaranteed will take place in the future. patient in affliction…The words Paul has chosen here are not a reference to passive resignation in the face of these trials; rather it is an active steadfast endurance. It is an indication that the person in question knows exactly what lies before them, but with confidence in God who grants us the strength we need, and is willing to trust Him for the future. The song we sing in church sometimes CMP1036 ‘Blessed be Your name’ by Matt and Beth Redman captures so well what Paul is expressing here. faithful in prayer… Paul speaks much about prayer in his letter exhorting his hearers and readers to commit themselves to this work, together with his modelling of a passion for prayer in his daily life. To grasp Paul’s point here, includes sensing the energy he invests into it. It is not the mere performance of a duty, rather it is the determination to invest the necessary time to this work so that it may gain the blessing of God for its future success by God-ordained means. One verse that captures so well what Paul is I Corinthians 15:58: Therefore, my dear brothers and sisters, stand firm. Let nothing move you. Always give yourselves fully to the work of the Lord, because you know that your labour in the Lord is not in vain.
(e) Generosity Share with the Lord’s people who are in need (Romans 12:13a) The idea here is our oneness with brothers and sisters in Christ who are without essential things they need to live. For Paul it was usually impoverished Jews in the Holy Land whom more prosperous Gentiles in other countries were encouraged to support. The principle here is given in Matthew 25: 34-40:  ‘Then the King will say to those on His right, “Come, you who are blessed by My Father; take your inheritance, the kingdom prepared for you since the creation of the world.  35 For I was hungry and you gave Me something to eat, I was thirsty and you gave Me something to drink, I was a stranger and you invited Me in, 36 I needed clothes and you clothed Me, I was ill and you looked after Me, I was in prison and you came to visit Me.” 37 ‘Then the righteous will answer Him, “Lord, when did we see You hungry and feed You, or thirsty and give You something to drink?  38 When did we see You a stranger and invite You in, or needing clothes and clothe You? 39 When did we see You ill or in prison and go to visit You?”40 ‘The King will reply, “Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers and sisters of Mine, you did for Me.” We will, as far as we can assist other people in need; however, in our biological families, together with our church families we have a particular obligation to assist one another in times of great need. 

In the last year, it has been particularly encouraging in our church family, in other churches and in the wider community, how many people have wanted to stand with the people of Ukraine when they needed assistance in our city and back in their homeland. Thank you for what you are continuing to do in support of this cause.

 (f)  Hospitable Practise hospitality (Romans 12:13b) In Paul’s day when there were very few places of accommodation for travellers, it was essential for local Christians to assist visiting colleagues with accommodation when they were in their communities. The principle, though, is important. Spending time investing in people’s lives over a cup of coffee or tea or over a meal is important. It is a concern that the ministry of hospitality is significantly on the decline in our society as people retreat into their ‘castles’, neither wishing to give nor receive hospitality from other people. May the people of God to the best of our ability be willing to do what we can, especially for people in need and new people in our ranks; or if our homes are unsuitable then we can arrange to meet in a coffee shop in the High Street or a similar location. Sometimes we need to be creative, but we get the point Paul commends here. 

In summary: in everything we seek to be and do in 2023, let us seek to live holy lives that honour God and enrich the lives of others around us, through the enabling power of the Holy Spirit, Amen       

Question for Reflection: 

‘What do I need most to work on in my character or conduct this year?

Song: ‘He was pierced for our transgressions Maggi Dawn (combined MP 222; Source 169)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pAXY8UAbd5U 

The Lord’s Supper 
Jesus invites all Christian who have committed their lives to follow Him to participate in this act of worship. 
The apostle Paul wrote these words of Scripture in I Corinthians 11:23-26 to guide our observance of Communion.

For I received from the Lord what I also passed on to you: the Lord Jesus, on the night He was betrayed, took bread, 24 and when He had given thanks, He broke it and said, ‘This is My body, which is for you; do this in remembrance of Me.’ 25 In the same way, after supper He took the cup, saying, ‘This cup is the new covenant in My blood; do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of Me.’ 26 For whenever you eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until He comes.  
Prayer: Choose your own words of prayer to give thanks for the bread and wine that represent the costly gift of His body and blood for us.

Take the bread: Jesus said: ‘This is My body, which is for you; do this in remembrance of Me.
Take the wine: Jesus said: This cup is the new covenant in My blood; do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of Me.’

Closing Song: ‘Be the God of all my Sundays’ (Tune: Ode to Joy)

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=K-XgkIcClGc 
Closing Prayer:  
Thank You Lord that You have called us to follow You in our lives day by day. Thank You for the trust You have placed in us to honour You in the choices we make. We pray that You would give each one of us the wisdom to know how to navigate a way through all that we experience this week, for our good and for Your glory, Amen 
Benediction:  The Grace 

  May the Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,

                             the love of God 

                             and the Fellowship of the Holy Spirit, 

                             be with us all evermore, Amen[image: image1.png]
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