
Broughty Baptist update Sunday 20 November 22 John 8:1-11 & Ephesians 2:4-5 ‘Evangelism: Reasons to be cheerful’
Intimations
Morning worship online starts at 10:30am on the Zoom platform; and at the same time in person in Panmurefield Baptist Centre 

JAM Kids’ focus: The JAM Kids programme is on in person during the 10:30am service in Panmurefield Baptist Centre today.  
JAM, Young adults 10:45-11:45am 10.30am - 11.45am JAM, this is a follow up session from last week. "God, do you hear me? - Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil." With a focus on "The Armour of God" What is it, why is it important and how do you put this on? The session will be led by Aedan Shiel and David Webster.
Please note that there is no Breakthru this Sunday.
The service today, Sunday 20 November 2022, is led by Alan McRobbie. Rev Tim Power is preaching the message and leading the communion service. 
Call to Worship: Psalm 95:1-7 (NIV)

Come, let us sing for joy to the Lord;

    let us shout aloud to the Rock of our salvation.

2 Let us come before Him with thanksgiving

    and extol Him with music and song.

3 For the Lord is the great God,

    the great King above all gods.

4 In His hand are the depths of the earth,

    and the mountain peaks belong to Him.

5 The sea is His, for He made it,

    and His hands formed the dry land.

6 Come, let us bow down in worship,

    let us kneel before the Lord our Maker;

7 for He is our God

    and we are the people of His pasture,

    the flock under His care

Opening Praise: ‘Everyone needs compassion - Mighty to save’
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AW2LEU5v8VA 
We continue to worship as we sing: ‘Let everything have breath’
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=n7lvyd1JdQU 
Opening Prayer:
Thank You Lord for the amazing blessing of gathering to sing Your praises today. We come with joy into Your presence knowing that You love and care for us so much; that You demonstrated Your wonderful love in the person of Jesus. We remember the words of Romans 5:8: But God demonstrates His own love for us in this: while we were still sinners, Christ died for us. Thank You Lord, that many of us can declare that there was a day or a time when we consciously took a step of faith for ourselves and said words similar to those of this hymn: ‘I am going to follow Jesus…no turning back, no turning back…’ 

   Today, we come to ask that You will speak into our lives and circumstances today in accordance with our needs.  Cleanse us afresh from our sins and empower us by Your Holy Spirit so that our lives will radiate something of Your wonderful love and grace to the people we will meet this week. In everything we say and do, let us honour and glorify Your wonderful and holy name, Amen     
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be Your name,
Your kingdom come,
Your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation
but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are Yours
now and for ever.
Amen.
All Age talk Alan McRobbie
As Christians, God has called us to tell God’s good message to all people. We learn much of what that message is from the Bible, where we read the story of God and His relationship to people, that’s us. When we become Christians, we are telling God’s Story. ‘Story’ not as in a fairy tale, but in the way we tell the story of the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ. A story that brings Truth to people, that explains it and gets a response. This is what Jesus has called us to do. 

Jesus used stories that started where people were, that weren’t difficult to understand, but carried a deep understanding about God and His Kingdom. We call those stories ‘parables’. Jesus taught in parables, because he knew that we can only learn Truth when we are challenged and helped to understand it for ourselves. As his followers we need to find such parables for people today. How people respond to them is up to them.

I sometimes use the two images below to tell God’s “Good News” story. It goes something like this.

[image: image3.wmf][image: image4.wmf]
The image on the left is a symbol. It stands on the rooftop of the Old Bailey criminal court in London. The symbol is called ‘Lady Justice’. The Old Bailey hears major criminal cases. In one hand, Lady Justice holds a set of scales which means that the evidence of whether a person is guilty of breaking the law or not is weighed up. If the evidence finds the person on trial guilty, the sword of justice, which is in the other hand of Lady Justice, must fall on that person which means they will be judged fairly for what they had done. In other words, there will be a consequence for that person, for example, going to prison. 

In some ways this symbol helps us to understand how God sees us. The heavenly court has found us all guilty of breaking God’s law, the Ten Commandments. This is what the Bible calls sin. The evidence has been weighed up by God and God can see that we all have a sin nature which leads us to live in a way that has broken His Law. Because God is Holy, He can’t ignore that we have broken His Law. This means that there is a consequence for us. God’s ‘sword of justice’ must fall on us. The Bible says that the consequence is to lose our relationship with God forever. To be separated from God in this life and to be shut out of Heaven. This is the bad news! 

But because God loves us, He found a way to set us free from this consequence which offers us forgiveness for our sin, makes peace with God and brings us back into a new relationship with Him. The symbol on the right is a cross that sits across the skyline from the Old Bailey upon the rooftop of St Paul’s Cathedral. This symbol represents God’s solution for our sin so that we can be set free from the consequence of our sin. You see, even though we are still guilty in the eyes of God for sin, His ‘sword of justice’ fell on His Son, Jesus Christ when He was crucified on the cross. This was God’s plan. God sent His Son from heaven to earth to take the punishment for our sin that we deserve so that all people who believe in Jesus Christ as the Son of God, who trust in Him as their Saviour, and follow Him as their Lord will be saved from the consequence of their sin. This is God’s gift to us. It’s called grace which means receiving what we don’t deserve. This is God’s “good news” story. But this gift of grace is not given to us unless we ask for forgiveness from God for our sin and commit to turning back to God to live in a way pleasing to Him with His help. You can ask God’s forgiveness today through a simple prayer. Something like this.

“Dear God, I know that I am a sinner. I want to turn from my sins, and I ask you for Your forgiveness. I believe that Jesus Christ is Your Son. I believe that he died for my sins and that You raised him to life. I want Him to come into my life and to take control. I want to trust Jesus as my Saviour and follow Him as my Lord from this day forward. In Jesus’ Name, Amen”

Song: ‘Shine’ www.youtube.com/watch?v=W2xc-w8Zcbo 
Prayer for children and young people before they go to JAM and JAM kids 
Bible Readings: John 8:1-11 (NIV); Ephesians 1:12 (NLT);
1 but Jesus went to the Mount of Olives. 2 At dawn He appeared again in the temple courts, where all the people gathered around Him, and He sat down to teach them. 3 The teachers of the law and the Pharisees brought in a woman caught in adultery. They made her stand before the group 4 and said to Jesus, “Teacher, this woman was caught in the act of adultery. 5 In the Law Moses commanded us to stone such women. Now what do you say?” 6 They were using this question as a trap, in order to have a basis for accusing Him. But Jesus bent down and started to write on the ground with His finger. 7 When they kept on questioning Him, He straightened up and said to them, “Let any one of you who is without sin be the first to throw a stone at her.” 8 Again He stooped down and wrote on the ground. 9 At this, those who heard began to go away one at a time, the older ones first, until only Jesus was left, with the woman still standing there. 10 Jesus straightened up and asked her, “Woman, where are they? Has no one condemned you?” 11 “No one, sir,” she said. “Then neither do I condemn you,” Jesus declared. “Go now and leave your life of sin.”(John 8:1-12 NIV)
But God is so rich in mercy, and He loved us so much, 5 that even though we were dead because of our sins, He gave us life when He raised Christ from the dead. (It is only by God’s grace that you have been saved!) (Ephesians 2:4-5)
Prayer for others:  
Heavenly Father,
Thank You for this privilege once more of coming before You with our prayers for others. We pray for the country of Qatar, the host nation of the Football world cup that will take place over the next four weeks. We pray for the small numbers of Christians in that land that You would encourage and strengthen them in their witness for You at this time. We pray too for Christians present as part of the national football teams and their support staff that You would help them to be a good witness to their Lord and Saviour in this unlikely setting for a football tournament. 

   Lord, we are well aware of so many people struggling to make ends meet in this country and in many others around the world, we ask that they may be able to get assistance in their own communities and that governments may be able to put in place measures that alleviate as much of the hardship as possible at this time. We continue to pray on for the people of Ukraine who have endured so much at the hands of the Russian Armed Forces. Lord, we pray that the attacks on the energy and water infrastructure of this country Ukraine will cease and that soon an end to this war will be in sight. We pray Your blessing on the ongoing work to assist Ukrainians both within and outside their own country at this time. We trust that the necessary provisions are available to assist those in need at this time. We also thank You for all the people who have willingly donated their time or other gifts for this work.

  Lord, we also bring before You the delegates of the nations who have attended the COP27 conference in Egypt. We pray that they will have been able to work together effectively to help us as a family of nations to care for our planet and, especially in this time of a pandemic and an energy crisis to make wise choices as to how we go forward in these next few months and years for the common good. We ask that You will help world governments plan ahead to attain sustainable and achievable goals.        
In the Baptist Union of Scotland we pray for other churches:
This week we remember Shettleston Baptist Church, South Leith Baptist Church Southside Church, Ayr, and Springburn Baptist Church in Glasgow.
We ask You to bless and guide them in their work for You at this time.
We pray also for the other churches in Broughty Ferry, for Your guidance and direction for them as they serve You at this time, We pray that together in our community we may honour and glorify God as we witness to our Lord through our words and deeds. 
We also pray for:
The people within our congregation with particular need of prayer at this time; 

Lord, we rejoice that Janice Dempster as well as Sandra Savage have now begun the recovery process after surgery in hospital. We pray for a full recovery of their health and strength. We continue to pray for Lowrie, Nicola Livie’s brother, as he commences a course of chemotherapy in the coming day. We hope and pray that it may be successful.
We remember today Alva Ditta and Fiona King in hospital and pray that they may soon see an improvement in their health. We remember Hamid also in our prayers at this time. We pray for Laura Kobine as she seeks to support her mother who has had recent surgery in hospital. We pray for Your comfort for the people known to us who have experienced recent bereavements. 

  We pray too for all those with ongoing health needs including, Ellen Brown, Judy Blackwell, Christyan Cain, John Cairney, Mary Davidson, Aileen Goudie, Sam Horn, Jim and Dorothy Galloway and Bill Turner. We pray also for others who are not able to gather with us who are at home or in residential care, including Robin Goudie, Peter and Jeanne Purves, Joyce and Jim Lynn, Betty Watson, Mary Vallis, Gwen Paterson, Judy Blackwell and Jim Black. 

We leave a time of silence now for you to name any other people in need of prayer who God lays on your heart. ….We bring all these prayers in the name of Jesus. Amen.
Song: ‘How shall they hear who have not heard’ 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aJH0bPS6XEs 
The Message: Rev Tim Power ‘Evangelism –Reasons to be cheerful’

· 1/ Evangelism – what is it?

I would like you to turn to your left and right, front, and behind and welcome your neighbour to church this morning. 

This is good fun, isn’t it?

I believe that you have had a few weeks now of sermons on the topic of evangelism, I wonder what would happen if I asked you to turn to two of your neighbours and explain what evangelism is. Just in a sentence or two.

Please don’t worry I am not going to, because I know that for some such a thing might invoke an almost paralysing fear. The same sort of fear that some have at the very thought of being asked to share your God given faith with others.

•
1/ Evangelism – what is it?

· 1.2/ Evangelism is neatly defined for us by the 1974 Lausanne Congress on World Evangelization, A Congress that had contributors like the great John Stott and Samuel Escobar:

To Evangelise is to spread the good news that Jesus Christ died for our sins and was raised from the dead according to the scriptures, and that as the reigning Lord, he now offers the forgiveness of sins and the liberating gift of the spirit to all who repent and believe.

Lausanne Covenant paragraph 4

In its fifteen paragraphs the Covenant affirms 

· God’s purpose in calling a people for himself

· The Power and Authority of the Bible

· The uniqueness and sufficiency of Christ

· The importance of Human rights 

· The Hope of Christ’s return

· The urgency of the evangelistic task

At the centre of that task, is the church, marked by the cross and empowered by the Holy Spirit. That would be you folks, the church, marked by the cross, empowered by the Holy Spirit. You are at the centre of the evangelical task of spreading the good news about Jesus in your towns, family, friends, and workplaces. 

I am going to call this sermon Evangelism, Reasons to be cheerful Part one, two, three

One reason is that there are many ways to evangelise, not just sharing your story by word of mouth, I will come back to that, but evangelising might require you to be, at times, brave!

· Reasons to be cheerful part 1- God’s purpose in calling a people for himself

Christ Crucified Is God’s Power and Wisdom

1st Corinthians 1:18 NLT: For the message of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God. 19 For it is written:

“I will destroy the wisdom of the wise;

    the intelligence of the intelligent I will frustrate.”

……….. 22 Jews demand signs and Greeks (Gentiles) look for wisdom, 23 but we preach Christ crucified: a stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles, 24 but to those whom God has called, both Jews and Greeks (Gentiles), Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. 

 Let us unpack this a little bit with a closer look at verses 22-24.

About the message of the cross and the preaching of Christ Crucified, there are people who see a stumbling block. Jews who seek signs, and Greeks who look for wisdom. More accurately what we have here Jews who are not called, Gentiles who are not called and then both Jews and Gentiles who are called.

And it is the same today. In our pluralistic secular society, the stumbling blocks of atheism, apathy, moral disregard, and self-actualisation - the fulfilment of everything you need from within yourself and your environment, these stumbling blocks are plentiful and the majority are floundering on them and desperately need help even though they might not know, even though they might actively resist. They need help. Your help. 

God alone does the saving through his grace alone, but God most often uses God’s called people to create the context for that salvation to happen.

That offer of the forgiveness of sins and the liberating gift of the spirit to all who repent and believe.

Of all the people that you know that have come to faith over the years how many started with the connection of a Christian at the beginning of their journey. In my own ministry and Christian walk, I’ve seen and met many who have come to faith, who have come alive by God’s grace, from a place of a dead heart God gave them a forever beating one. But in all barring two, the journey began by some sort of interface with a Christian, a person already called by God, and, importantly at some point the sharing of the gospel message. 

And you are called, every one of you faithful brothers and sisters. You are called -  called by God no less! You should have no fear.

1 Corinthians 1 Verse 18- When WE see The Cross, WE see our salvation. WE see and comprehend The Power of Holy God. 

Reason to be cheerful part 1. You my believing friend, have been saved and called by God. Paul in Ephesians 2:4  tells us why, 

Which is -reason to be cheerful Part 2

·  But God is so rich in mercy, and he loved us so much, 5 that even though we were dead because of our sins, he gave us life when he raised Christ from the dead. (It is only by God’s grace that you have been saved!) Eph. 2:4 NLT
Because of his great love for you. That is a reason to be cheerful is it not.

And God gives us a purpose:

Ephesians 2:10 

10 For we are God’s masterpiece. He has created us anew in Christ Jesus, so we can do the good things he planned for us long ago.
We are called, we are united with Jesus, we know the power of God, and we have purposes. One of which is to evangelize, to spread the Good News. 

At the centre of the task. The church, marked by the cross and empowered by the Holy Spirit.

There are loads of verses on empowerment by the Holy Spirit;

This one captures the meaning: 

 “But I will send you the Advocate—the Spirit of truth. He will come to you from the Father and will testify all about me. 27 And you must also testify about me because you have been with me from the beginning of my ministry.  John 15:26 NLT
(1 Corinthians 2:4; John 15:26-27; 16:8-11; 1 Corinthians 12:3; John 3:6-8; 2 Corinthians 3:18; John 7:37-39; 1 Thessalonians 5:19; Acts 1:8; Psalm 85:4-7; 67:1-3; Galatians 5:22,23; 1 Corinthians 12:4-31; Romans 12:3-8)
Well, one might ask the question as across Scotland hundreds of churches are slated for closure. And I do not just mean in one big denomination.

What’s the problem, where is the spirit? Surely the Holy Spirit would not abandon the church. Never! The Holy Spirit indwells within us (John 14:16). 

Nonetheless, we are warned in 1 Thessalonians chapter 5 

· 9 Do not stifle the Holy Spirit. 20 Do not scoff at prophecies, 21 but test everything that is said. Hold on to what is good. 22 Stay away from every kind of evil.
Could it be that in many churches it’s not the Spirit that has abandoned them but that the churches have stifled the Holy Spirit? Well folks, you reap what you sow!
Imagine that you are in a brass band, there are euphoniums and coronets, trombones and tubas, Piccolos and all kinds of French horns.

Along comes the time for a concert, let the public see and hear you. The conductor taps his or her baton. But no-one has been practicing, very few have read the score, some haven’t even picked up the instrument (the bible by way of a metaphor) … for years. 

TAP. TAP. The conductor signals…’begin’! What we see and hear is some huffing and puffing, the odd strangled squeak and belch, an overall cacophony of confusion.

That, I am afraid is what has happened in some churches. The Power & Authority of The Holy Bible as inerrant has been brought into question and even undermined and the Holy Spirit has been stifled. I will reiterate, you reap what you sow. Empowered by the Spirit of truth and testifying, telling the good news, or perhaps muted and quite the opposite!

Reasons to be cheerful Part 1. You are called- God loves you- you have a purpose> we can do the things he has planned for us.

Reasons to be cheerful part 2  God loves us and gives us a purpose

Reason to be Cheerful part 3. We will come to that in just a second 

Firstly, let’s recall what evangelism is:

To Evangelise is to spread the good news that Jesus Christ died for our sins and was raised from the dead according to the scriptures, and that as the reigning Lord, He now offers the forgiveness of sins and the liberating gift of the spirit to all who repent and believe.

Now we can do this by telling the gospel, preaching, giving out tracts, having Alpha, Christianity Explored and so on. Nothing wrong with that at all. 

But there is another way, and it’s about how you are as much as who you are as a Christian.  

Some call this Friendship evangelism. 

Getting alongside people, really- alongside them, not just superficially. And getting alongside them even when you might not like how they are or what they do. Starting off with a mindset which is sometimes hard for us.

And that is not to be judgemental. Not to Condemn.

In John’s gospel in chapter 8 there is a story about a woman caught in adultery. You might remember it. The Pharisees try to trick Jesus into condemning her. He says to them `he who is without sin can throw the first stone’. 

Jesus went on: John 8:10 Then Jesus stood up again and said to the woman, “Where are your accusers? Didn’t even one of them condemn you?”11 “No, Lord,” she said. And Jesus said, “Neither do I. Go and sin no more.”
Jesus didn’t condemn.  In fact many of his healing miracles were upon non-believers, The widow from Nain’s son, the paralysed man of 38 years at the pool of Bethesda, the man with the withered hand, are offered as a few examples.

To win hearts, to open minds, should we not approach with the mindset that although saved by the grace of God that we too are imperfect, that they are yet to be saved, and it’s when they come to faith, it’s between God and them what they need to sort out. Whatever particular wrongdoing in God’s eyes they commit.

I was at a meeting with Pastor Mick from The Street Church at Burnley. If you’ve not heard of him or The Street Church look him up. His story is really quite something. Anyway, he and his team work the hardest of ministries. To the down and out, the homeless, the drug abusers, the totally broken. He humbled us when he asked the question. 

You know when you see a beggar on the street, what do you really think? 

Some of you might even be offended. Others might give money, in my view not a good idea, others may buy them a coffee or something to eat wish them well and walk away.

Pastor Mick said words to the effect. ` That’s just you salving your own conscience.’ If you are just going to do that, don’t bother. What you should do is sit with them and have a coffee or a meal too. Sit with them, get to know them. Get to know their needs, certainly don’t condemn anyone. Lift them up don’t put them down.

Street ministry or ministry to drug abusers and so on isn’t for everyone. But you get the concept don’t you. Rich or poor, clever, or foolish they are all in poverty if they don’t know Jesus. The point Mick was making was get alongside and stay alongside, sit with them, eat and drink with them whoever them is that are yet to face the gospel message  – evangelism isn’t just dipping your toe, it’s about going in deep and meaningful, getting alongside and staying the course, and when the time is right revealing the gospel. You will have done your bit in fulfilling your purpose. The rest is up to God.

Question: Have any of you ever been to Kelty? 

Why would anyone go to Kelty I suppose?

Kelty is to Kinross where I live, as Kirkton in Dundee is to Broughty Ferry. Much of Kelty is hard and poor, drive or walk through the evidence of poverty and hard bitten and lost lives is plain to see.

In Kinross and in Milnathort we have Neighbourhood Facebook pages. 

It’s quite useful for information some times. But some people do like to moan and groan. Recently it was about the middle eastern looking female beggar in her 20’s sitting out-side Sainsburys, to quote some, `I’m not going to Sainsburys unless she is removed’, `She must be a con merchant’, ` I’ve seen her get in her car at night it’s been parked at Greens shop down the road all day’, a patent untruth since it has ANPR cameras and the fines for parking more than an hour are massive. 

At least some comments showed more compassion.

I’m going to finish with a story that Fiona Macdonald of The Scottish Bible Society told us a few weeks ago. Fiona lives in Kelty.

Kelty has neighbourhood Facebook page Fiona, shared an experience:

Facebook messenger pinged on her phone, it was the Kelty FB neighbours group.

A string of comments, I’m told called a Facebook cascade, was soon building.

` Watch out there’s this woman going around knocking on doors’

` Yeah, she’s been in our street, no one’s answering’

`Yeah, she’s a woman in her twenties going from door-to-door begging saying she got two kids and no food can she be given some? Don’t trust her I say.

` She has been here too, didn’t get anything from me’

` Quite right send her on her way’

`are you sure she is not legit?’ asks someone else.

`That’s terrible she should be reported’

`Poor kids, poor woman’ posted someone else’

`She’s just been seen in our street the curtains are shutting’

And so the cascade went on went on until someone finally posted

`I’ve got her’

They didn’t say, I’ve given her some food, or some money,  

They said `I’ve got her!’

`I’ve got her.

She was now in their care. It was like they had put an arm around her, helped her up, and held on tight. She had had no food for her Children, now she had food. Her family would have been cold, now they could be warm. 

Bereft of friendship, guidance and care.  Now she could be guided to the help she so clearly needed, to the Foodbank, to Social service, to council and dare I say, church support and care and friendship.

That’s what Christian Friendship Evangelism should be like- you should be able to say.

We’ve got them whoever `they’ may be. We’ve got them!

Reasons to be cheerful Part 3: 

Jesus said: ‘Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one. 30 Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind and with all your strength.’  31 The second is this: ‘Love your neighbour as yourself.’ There is no commandment greater than these.”

When the teacher of the Law agreed, Jesus said: 

`You are not far from the kingdom of God.’ What a great place to be! And definitely a reason to be cheerful about evangelism!

Question for reflection:

In the light of the message today, how might I be more cheerful about evangelism?
Song: ‘I see the King of glory’
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aJrXTJPZvn8 

The Lord’s Supper 
Let us begin with Gospel words:

Listen, I am standing at the door, knocking; If you hear My voice and open the door,

I will come in to you and eat with you, and you with Me (Revelation 3:20).
Jesus said to them, I am the bread of Life. Whoever comes to me will never be hungry,

And whoever believes in Me will never be thirsty (John 6:35).

All who acknowledge Jesus as their saviour are invited to join in the act of worship which is communion.

On the night on which Jesus was betrayed, He sat at supper with his disciples. While they were eating, He took a piece of bread, said a blessing, broke it and gave it to them with the words. `This is my body. It is for you. Do this to remember me.’ Later He took a cup of wine, saying, `This cup is God’s new covenant, sealed with My blood. Drink from it all of you, to remember Me (I Corinthians 11:23-26).
So now following Jesus’ command we take this bread and wine, the ordinary things of the world which Christ will make special. And as He said a prayer before sharing, so shall we:

Prayer of thanksgiving: 
Breaking of the bread:  Christ’s body was broken for you. 
Distribution

Drinking of the Cup: Christ’s blood was shed for you.
Distribution

Closing Song: ‘May the peoples’ praise You’
www.youtube.com/watch?v=kBon_2QoRtI 

Closing Prayer:  God of Grace, You have called us to be Your disciple people empower us by your Spirit to be a gospel people spreading the good news for all to hear and see, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen
Benediction:  The Grace 

  May the Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,

                             the love of God 

                             and the Fellowship of the Holy Spirit, 

                             be with us all evermore, Amen[image: image1.png]
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