
Broughty Baptist update Sunday 27 November 22 John 20:19-23: ‘Gospel Centred Living’
Intimations
Morning worship online starts at 10:30am on the Zoom platform; and at the same time in person in Panmurefield Baptist Centre 

JAM Kids’ focus: The JAM Kids programme is on in person during the 10:30am service in Panmurefield Baptist Centre today.
JAM, Young adults 10:30-11:45am A session on "Peter” - Peter's instructions for living and loving in a world of suffering, temptation and evil" led by Helen Sellarajah and another leader
6.30pm - 8pm Breakthru Some fun and games, before some time in worship and Helen Sellarajah & Gary Torbet sharing some of their experiences from the National Youth Ministry Weekend.
The service today, Sunday 27 November 2022, is led by Rev Gary Torbet, who is also leading communion. Rev John Mackinnon is taking the All age talk and preaching the message. 
Call to Worship: Luke 4:16 – 21:
16 He went to Nazareth, where He had been brought up, and on the Sabbath day He went into the synagogue, as was His custom. He stood up to read, 17 and the scroll of the prophet Isaiah was handed to Him. Unrolling it, He found the place where it is written:

18 “The Spirit of the Lord is on Me, because He has anointed Me  to proclaim good news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners and recovery of sight for the blind, to set the oppressed free, 19to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favour.”
20 Then He rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant and sat down. The eyes of everyone in the synagogue were fastened on Him. 21 He began by saying to them, “Today this scripture is fulfilled in your hearing.”
Opening Praise: ‘King of Kings’ King of Kings (Live) - Hillsong Worship(lyrics) - YouTube
We continue to worship as we sing: ‘Above all powers’ Above All [with lyrics] - Lenny LeBlanc - YouTube
Opening Prayer:

Loving Heavenly Father,

What a privilege it is to gather in your wonderful presence, and that is only because of your son and our saviour Jesus Christ, as we have just sang “Till from heaven you came running, there as mercy in your eyes, To redeem the whole creation, you did not despise the cross”

Only by your grace, God can we enter.  Thank you Lord, Thank you Jesus. Thank you Lord, thank you Jesus.

We thank you that you came to bring us good news, you came to release captives.

Help us today Father to see afresh, having received your salvation, the role you call us to play in bringing salvation to the people around us, the communities we live in.

By your Holy Spirit, we pray, inspire us to see that empowered by you, you can use us for your purposes in the world.  

We pray all of this, in the name of Jesus.  Amen.

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be Your name,
Your kingdom come,
Your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation
but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are Yours
now and for ever.
Amen.
All Age talk John Mackinnon - John 20:30-31
Last week at our all-age talk, Alan was encouraging us to share God’s good news with others and this week I want to share with you a simple way for every one of us to do just that.

Let me ask the children if they have any favourite books that they like to read or to have a grown up read to them? (Allow some time for interaction) What about the adults – any favourite books, any favourite authors?

It will not come as a surprise that my all-time favourite is the Bible – and today I want us to read why one gospel writer called John wrote down his amazing account of all that Jesus did for us.

“Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of the disciples, which are not written in this book; but these are written so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his name.”

John places these words right after Thomas made his incredible confession about Jesus ‘My Lord and My God’ and I think he did that very deliberately because the whole reason he wrote his book is that he wants everyone who reads his book to be able to call Jesus – My Lord and My God.

Let me show you all a simple way, we can share Jesus – introduce the Word 121 – tell a few stories of people who have been doing just that right across the age groups. We will finish with these two photos of our friends in Ukraine, who are using our Ukranian version – and the story of a church in Inverness. 
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Children and young people form the Balakliya Kharkiv Region Ukraine
All Age Song: ‘How lovely on the mountains
 How Lovely on the Mountains (Our God Reigns - 4vv+refrain) [with lyrics for congregations] - YouTube
Prayer for children and young people before they go to JAM and JAM kids 
Bible Reading:  John 20:19 – 23, 30 & 31.
Jesus Appears to His Disciples

19 On the evening of that first day of the week, when the disciples were together, with the doors locked for fear of the Jewish leaders, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you!” 20 After He said this, He showed them His hands and side. The disciples were overjoyed when they saw the Lord.

21 Again Jesus said, “Peace be with you! As the Father has sent Me, I am sending you.” 22 And with that He breathed on them and said, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23 If you forgive anyone’s sins, their sins are forgiven; if you do not forgive them, they are not forgiven.”
The Purpose of John’s Gospel

30 Jesus performed many other signs in the presence of His disciples, which are not recorded in this book. 31 But these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in His name.

Prayer for others:  
Our focus today is on the football World Cup; on countries playing there, where our brothers & sisters are persecuted. We will also bring the pastoral concerns in our church to God, together with our Christmas outreach and sharing our faith.
Loving heavenly Father,

We thank you for the gift of prayer, that with confidence, we can bring our prayers and petitions to you.

Father we especially pray for our brothers and sisters in Qatar, Iran, Tunisia, Morocco and Mexico.  We pray that you will keep working in miracles, by appearing in people’s dreams and bringing them to faith, that the World Cup will give new opportunities in Iran to share the gospel.  We pray protection over Christians there, and for those imprisoned for their faith in you, that you may strengthen them, and give peace and comfort to their families.

Father we pray for our church and particularly lift up those who are struggling with ill health or isolation, we think especially of Alva and Hamid Ditta as Alva continues to be receiving treatment in hospital. We remember too Don and Ann Macleod, as Ann continues to be in hospital after recent surgery. We continue to pray for Lowrie, Nicola Livie’s brother, as he continues his course of chemotherapy in the coming days. We hope and pray that it may be successful. We pray for their recovery of health and strength.
  We pray too for all those with ongoing health needs including, Ellen Brown, Judy Blackwell, John Cairney, Mary Davidson, Aileen Goudie, Sam Horn, Jim and Dorothy Galloway and Bill Turner. We pray also for others who are not able to gather with us who are at home or in residential care, including Robin Goudie, Peter and Jeanne Purves, Joyce and Jim Lynn, Betty Watson, Mary Vallis, Gwen Paterson, Judy Blackwell and Jim Black. 

We leave a time of silence now for you to name any other people in need of prayer who God lays on your heart. ….

We pray that you would bring your comfort, your healing and a sense of your loving presence to each one for whom we have prayed.
Father, we pray too for those whom we know, that do not know you as their personal saviour.  As we approach Christmas we especially pray for our Christmas services, our Community Carol Concert, our Christmas Family Service and our Christmas Eve Outreach service.  Father place onto our hearts now, two or three people that we know, who we can pray for, to reach out to and invite to attend a Christmas service.
We have reflected today on what it has cost you, we have reflected on people that are persecuted and imprisoned for standing up for Jesus; help us Lord, in a place where we have freedom to share our faith, empower us to share you with others.

We bring all these prayers that you would be glorified.  Amen.

In the Baptist Union of Scotland we pray for other churches:
This week we remember St Andrews Baptist Church, St Mary’s Community Church in Dundee and St Ninians Community Church in Stirling. We ask You to bless and guide them in their work for You at this time.
We pray also for the other churches in Broughty Ferry, for Your guidance and direction for them as they serve You in this Advent season. We pray that together in our community we may honour and glorify God as we witness to our Lord through our words and deeds. 
Song: ‘Go forth and tell’ 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QkDD4GiqUEM 
The Message: John 20:19-23 ‘Gospel-centred living’ Rev John Mackinnon
“On the evening of that day, the first day of the week, the doors being locked where the disciples were for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said to them, ‘Peace be with you’. When he had said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples were glad when they saw the Lord. Jesus said to them again, ‘Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, even so I am sending you’. And when he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them ‘Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you withhold forgiveness from any, it is withheld’. 

When you consider the vision of Broughty Ferry Baptist Church today: 

Building a Christ Centred Church – Looking to Christ, growing in Christ, sharing Christ: it captures something of the heart of the Great Commission and the deep desire of the Apostle Paul when he writes to the Church at Colossae “Him we proclaim, warning everyone and teaching everyone with all wisdom, that we may present everyone mature in Christ” Colossians 1:28

Discipleship and Evangelism should never be separated - the latter is the overflow of the former – when we love Jesus and are living in a faithful relationship to him, then we will want to share Jesus with others - that they might know the same relationship we are enjoying. Evangelism is a subset of our faithfulness and a mark of our maturity – its absence is a sign of our faithlessness and a mark of our immaturity.

This little section of John’s gospel is sometimes called John’s ‘The Great Commission’ and I want us to think about it today under three simple headings:

The Words of Jesus – and these have been underlined for us.

The Actions of Jesus

The Response of those who encountered Him.

Notice the context – on the evening of resurrection Sunday with the disciples hiding for fear of the Jews. 

The disciples fear, hiding behind locked doors, is a fitting testimony to the historical fact of the resurrection and the authenticity of John’s account – it’s so honest, they were not prepared for it – and we to can acknowledge that we often hide behind our doors! The risen, reigning Lord Jesus appears, and he speaks the most amazing words and promises to them.

The Words of Jesus: 

“Peace be with you” what a wonderful thing to say to those who were startled by his appearing and who were already afraid.
“Peace be with you” said deliberately a second time, reinforced and important – John would often do this consider his use of truly, truly – reassurance – although shalom was a regular greeting, the saying of it twice – points to something much deeper. Peace of conscience and of mind comes through the historic fact of the resurrection. Life at its best is under the gracious hand of God.

“As the Father has sent me, even so I am sending you” - The Son of Man came to seek and to save the lost – obedient to His Father’s will - the sent one is now the sending one – His mission now continues through the apostles mission and our mission – we carry on Christ’s ongoing work – we do not begin a new one - we are sent by the one who has the authority – this is the Great Commission 

John’s gospel often speaks of Jesus being sent to do the Father’s will 6: 38,39: 829, to speak His words 3:34, 8:28,12:49, 14:24,17:8, to perform His works 4:34, 5:36, 9:4, to win salvation for all who believe 3:16,17. The disciples continuation of this work is also foreshadowed by John – 4:35-38, 14:12, 15:16, 15:26,27, 17: 18 - the last being a straight parallel with our current text. They/we have a mission to the world. Spirit filled we continue the work and words of Jesus. The Priority of Mission -the degree to which we are on mission points to how like Jesus we are. 

“Receive the Holy Spirit” – we need the unction of the Holy Spirit – daily reception – empowered for service. It is based on the Spirit’s reception that the early spirit-filled church will take the message of the gospel to the world. 

“If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven? If you withhold forgiveness from any, it is withheld?” This is about evangelism – the preaching of the gospel – it produces either repentance or rejection – to receive the gospel is to have our sins forgiven, to reject is to remain unforgiven. 

The actions of Jesus 

He enters through locked doors – the omnipresent Son of God – there is nowhere we can flee from the presence of the Lord. We notice here the post resurrection body of Jesus.

He showed them his hands and his side – He identifies himself this way, Jesus has paid the price, all authority has been given to him - this is so important, it is really Jesus who is standing there, a bodily resurrection, the peace announced could now actually be given, the price had been paid.

He spoke to them and then breathed on them – This is the life-giving breath of God - empowering, enabling. It is the same word used when God breathed life into Adam in Genesis 2:7 and for Ezekiel and the dry bones (Ezekiel 37:9); an anticipation of the forthcoming day of Pentecost.

Response of those who heard/received

Those who were in fear – now have their fear turned to gladness to Joy – when they see the Lord. John had already spoken of this in John 16: 20-22.

Do we see Jesus – do we hear his words – can we respond as his followers?

We need to call to receive Christ

I want to bring an exhortation to believers who know his peace, to go in the power of the Spirit and make Jesus known amongst those he has come to save. Blessed are we when we do these things. Amen
Question for reflection: ‘To whom might I seek to make Jesus known this week?’
Song: ‘When I survey the wondrous cross’ When I Survey The Wondrous Cross Lyric Video - Keith & Kristyn Getty - YouTube
The Lord’s Supper 
Let us begin with Gospel words:

Listen, I am standing at the door, knocking; If you hear My voice and open the door,

I will come in to you and eat with you, and you with Me (Revelation 3:20).
Jesus said to them, I am the bread of Life. Whoever comes to me will never be hungry,

And whoever believes in Me will never be thirsty (John 6:35).

All who acknowledge Jesus as their saviour are invited to join in the act of worship which is communion.

On the night on which Jesus was betrayed, He sat at supper with his disciples. While they were eating, He took a piece of bread, said a blessing, broke it and gave it to them with the words. `This is my body. It is for you. Do this to remember me.’ Later He took a cup of wine, saying, `This cup is God’s new covenant, sealed with My blood. Drink from it all of you, to remember Me (I Corinthians 11:23-26).
So now following Jesus’ command we take this bread and wine, the ordinary things of the world which Christ will make special. And as He said a prayer before sharing, so shall we:

Prayer of thanksgiving: 
Breaking of the bread:  Christ’s body was broken for you. 
Distribution

Drinking of the Cup: Christ’s blood was shed for you.
Distribution

Closing Song: ‘Far and near, hear the call’ Far and near (Say it loud) - YouTube 

Closing Prayer:  
Thank You Lord, that we are all invited to follow in Your footsteps in engaging in gospel-centred living. Help us as we go through Advent to remember all the people involved in that remarkable event two thousand years ago and to reflect on how they lived out their faith under very difficult circumstances to us today. In turn, may we honour You in the way we live out our faith today,in Jesus’ name we pray, Amen
Benediction:  The Grace 

  May the Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,

                             the love of God 

                             and the Fellowship of the Holy Spirit, 

                             be with us all evermore, Amen[image: image3.png]
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