
Broughty Baptist update Sunday 1 January 22 Romans 12:3-8 What is my calling as a follower of Jesus in today’s world?
Intimations
Morning worship online starts at 10:30am on the Zoom platform; and at the same time in person in Panmurefield Baptist Centre 

JAM Kids’ focus: The JAM Kids programme will return in the hall next Sunday. This Sunday activity tables will be available during the service at the front of the church in Panmurefield Baptist Centre today.  
JAM, Young adults 10:30-11:45am AM  A reflection looking back and looking forward, focussing on Peter's relationship with Jesus, and the "Prayer of Examen" Led by Gary Torbet and Olu Adegoke
The service today, Sunday 1 January 2023, is led by the Rev Brian Talbot, who is also preaching the message and leading communion. 
Call to Worship: Psalm 98 Responsive reading
Sing to the Lord a new song,
 for He has done marvellous things;
 His right hand and His holy arm
 have worked salvation for Him.
The Lord has made His salvation known
 and revealed His righteousness to the nations.
 He has remembered His love
 and His faithfulness to Israel;
 all the ends of the earth have seen
 the salvation of our God.
Shout for joy to the Lord, all the earth,
burst into jubilant song with music;
make music to the Lord with the harp,
with the harp and the sound of singing, 
with trumpets and the blast of the ram’s horn 
– shout for joy before the Lord, the King.
Let the sea resound, and everything in it,
 the world, and all who live in it.
Let the rivers clap their hands,
let the mountains sing together for joy;
Let them sing before the Lord,
for He comes to judge the earth.
He will judge the world in righteousness
and the peoples with equity.
Opening Praise: ‘Sing to God new songs of worship’

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cQgfPpYpj50 
We continue to worship as we sing: ‘King of Kings majesty’
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZKAQvlEotc8 
Opening Prayer:
Lord, Psalm 98 has reminded us of our need to: Sing to the Lord a new song, for He has done marvellous things; on this first Sunday of the New Year, we rightly want to praise You for past blessings in a previous year and express our gratitude for Your grace that has enabled us to live with or overcome the difficulties or ongoing problems we have to grapple with week by week. However, as we commence 2023, we also want to pray with anticipation that this year we will have new blessings for which we can give You thanks. In faith, we anticipate new blessings within our families, new blessings to praise You for in our workplaces, in our neighbourhoods, within our circles of friends and within our local congregation. Help us to be an expectant people desiring to hear from You, from Your Word, and as an obedient people seeking to follow You more faithfully as we go through this New Year. Purify us of our sins for things we have done or failed to do in past days and equip and empower us by Your Holy Spirit for the responsibilities entrusted to us at this time. We bring our prayers and our praises to You, in Jesus’ wonderful and all-powerful name, Amen  
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be Your name,
Your kingdom come,
Your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation
but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are Yours
now and for ever.
Amen.
All Age talk ‘How do you describe…?’
Object: Volunteers are invited to come up on the stage to identify objects that they can feel or touch.  What is it?

Then to view an image of a person; in turn, each one asked to say in a few words something about that person. What kind of person do you see?  How would you describe them? 

This can be a fun exercise choosing the words to describe another person or thing, but it is even more important to know and understand yourself. 

Who am I?  I am a child of God created in His image, therefore, I am precious to God and blessed with gifts and abilities that I can choose to use in so many different ways. When I think about who I am – I need to look up to get my sense of perspective. I am not unimportant, and putting it another way, I can make a difference for good in the lives of other people around me in 2023.   The question is how will I do that?

What is it that is important to remember? (Romans 12:3)  My character I may have very little influence on what other people say and do, but I have the ability to guide the way I think about myself and about other people or other things.  In this New Year is there something I need to change about how I think of myself or about how I think about someone else? The answer might be ‘no’ for you, but it might be a ‘yes’ for someone else. If something has come to mind make a note of it so that you can think about it more later.

My conduct (Romans 12:4-8) How will I use my gifts and abilities to help other people in my family or church family or in some other context this year? For some of us, our answer might be the same as last year, but for others there might be something we might start doing in 2023 either that we have not done before not done for a while. What is important is not to live just for ourselves but in a way that is working together with other people. What can we achieve together?  I thank God for all we have achieved in 2022, but let us be people of faith and expect God to be at work in and through us in this New Year 2023.  
All Age Song: ‘My lighthouse’ 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=to3_4yR0ClY 
Prayer for children and young people before they go to JAM and JAM kids

Bible Reading:  Romans 12:1-8:

Therefore, I urge you, brothers and sisters, in view of God’s mercy, to offer your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God – this is your true and proper worship. 2 Do not conform to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what God’s will is – his good, pleasing and perfect will. 3 For by the grace given me I say to every one of you: do not think of yourself more highly than you ought, but rather think of yourself with sober judgment, in accordance with the faith God has distributed to each of you. 4 For just as each of us has one body with many members, and these members do not all have the same function, 5 so in Christ we, though many, form one body, and each member belongs to all the others. 6 We have different gifts, according to the grace given to each of us. If your gift is prophesying, then prophesy in accordance with your faith; 7 if it is serving, then serve; if it is teaching, then teach; 8 if it is to encourage, then give encouragement; if it is giving, then give generously; if it is to lead, do it diligently; if it is to show mercy, do it cheerfully.
Prayer for others:  
Lord, at the start of this New Year, we thank You for this opportunity to start the New Year in Your presence and to reflect on the year that lies before us. Although we are deeply conscious of the uncertainties of each New Year, we may also be aware of opportunities or challenges that are expected to cross our path in the coming months.  Help us to honour You though the choices we make for our good and for Your glory.
  We pray for our national, regional and local leaders in government with the incredibly difficult choices they often have to make. Guide and direct them to promote priorities for the common good of the nation, which may at times conflict with the priorities of their political parties or voters. Help them, in particular to ensure that the most vulnerable and marginalised in our land are taken care of.

  As we pray for our world, we earnest desire a cessation of violence and a just peaceful settlement of military conflicts in a number of countries around the world. We ask that people of influence who can be bridge builders and reconcilers will be appointed to address outstanding issues and differences and help each party to come to an appropriate resolution  of the difficulties that need to be addressed. We also pray concerning the significant number of industrial disputes within our own land that just and fair settlements can be negotiated in the near future. 

  We may also have some issues in the wider world or our nation that we want to bring to You today.  In the silence we bring them to You…  
In the Baptist Union of Scotland we pray for other churches:
This week we remember Abbeyhill Baptist Church, Edinburgh; Aberdeen Christian Fellowship; Adelaide Place Baptist Church, Glasgow, and Airdrie Baptist Church. We ask You to bless and guide them in their work for You at this time.
We pray also for the other churches in Broughty Ferry, for Your guidance and direction for them as they serve You in this New Year. We pray that together in our community we may honour and glorify God as we witness to our Lord through our words and deeds. 
In our own congregation:

Heavenly Father, we especially remember Fiona and Derek Anderson after the recent death of her mother, together with Craig and Alison O’Brien after the death of his sister. We also pray for Dorothy Galloway, Alison, Diane and other members of their family after Jim’s recent death. We continue to remember Alva and Hamid Ditta as Alva continues with treatment for her ongoing health problems. We pray too for Don and Ann Macleod, as Ann makes progress in recovering her health and strength in hospital after recent surgery. We continue to pray for Lowrie, Nicola Livie’s brother, that he too may be restored to health and strength. 
  We pray too for all those with ongoing health needs including, Ellen Brown, Judy Blackwell, John Cairney, Mary Davidson, Aileen Goudie, Sam Horn and Bill Turner. We pray also for others who are not able to gather with us who are at home or in residential care, including Robin Goudie, Peter and Jeanne Purves, Joyce and Jim Lynn, Betty Watson, Mary Vallis, Gwen Paterson, Judy Blackwell and Jim Black. 

We leave a time of silence now for you to name any other people in need of prayer who God lays on your heart. ….

We pray that you would bring your comfort, your healing and a sense of your loving presence to each one for whom we have prayed. We bring all these prayers that You would be glorified, Amen
Song: ‘Speak O Lord as we come to You’ 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3tPp8ov7cks 

The Message: Romans 12:3-8: What is my calling as a follower of Jesus in today’s 
world?
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1TYpgNSRMSeIgr8DbDRIWu73xJXqd0Va9/view?usp=share_link 
Pre-recorded video message
Introduction

In the first eight chapters of the book of Romans Paul has spoken about what we believe in terms of some basic Christian beliefs. After a three-chapter focus on Jewish followers of Jesus and the nation of Israel and confirming that they still have a place in the purposes of God, he then turns in Romans 12 to speak about how we ought to live in a world where we are a minority. He begins with a focus on God to place in perspective how we ought to behave. He wrote: Therefore, I urge you, brothers and sisters, in view of God’s mercy, to offer your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God – this is your true and proper worship. 2 Do not conform to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what God’s will is – His good, pleasing and perfect will (Romans 12:1-2). My calling is to offer my body as a living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God – this is your true and proper worship. This will affect how I care for it and use it. In addition, my calling also includes: …by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what God’s will is – His good, pleasing and perfect will. What does it mean to have a renewed mind? What patterns of thinking, attitudes or behavioural choices please or displease my heavenly Father?  Most importantly, how closely do my attitudes, speech or conduct reflect the character of my heavenly Father?        
    As Christians our approach to this subject begins by recognising that we are created in the image of God. Genesis 1:27-28 prior the first human beings on earth God set out His agenda for us: So God created mankind in His own image, in the image of God He created them; male and female He created them. 28 God blessed them and said to them, ‘Be fruitful and increase in number; fill the earth and subdue it. Rule over the fish in the sea and the birds in the sky and over every living creature that moves on the ground.’  Respect for ourselves and respect for other people are the foundations on which relationships are built. A person lacking a right view of themselves or failing to value and appreciate the necessary contributions of other people in their lives will accomplish comparatively little of real value in their lives. In the former case to see ourselves as someone who can achieve very little in life can often result in withdrawal from serious attempts to find work or engage effectively with other people. A person in this position needs to be reminded that if Genesis 1:27 is correct then their life is both important and significant; that God has given them gifts to use not only for their benefit but also for the good of other people. The question such a person needs to discern is what my gifts are and how can I use them most effectively at the present time. We plan to run a course on this subject in the church in the coming weeks which may be of help to you. It is no use getting discouraged about what isn’t possible; instead we need to concentrate on what opportunities are available. By contrast there are other people whose mindset is focussed on ‘me’ and ‘my needs’ (wants!); they fail to grasp that God has created us as social creatures who accomplish far more by working together with other people in so many contexts, not just within a local Christian Church. However, sadly most of us can easily think of professing Christians who fall into both these categories who need to have their minds renewed by the Holy Spirit in order to become the woman or man God intends them to be. Romans 12:1-2 outlines the pattern of life of a child of God who can be an effective witness for the Lord wherever He has placed them.   
1. Our Character (Romans 12:3)
For by the grace given me I say to every one of you: do not think of yourself more highly than you ought, but rather think of yourself with sober judgment, in accordance with the faith God has distributed to each of you. Paul begins right away with challenging these believers in the capital city of the Empire to have a correct view of themselves. There are two fundamental errors to avoid as I have already indicated. (a) Too high a view of ourselves Paul in Romans 7:18 has already explained that we are imperfect beings because of our innate sinfulness, that is thinking, speaking or acting in a manner inconsistent with God’s guidance for our lives. For I know that good itself does not dwell in me, that is, in my sinful nature. For I have the desire to do what is good, but I cannot carry it out. Therefore, in the light of such self-knowledge we ought to be gracious towards other imperfect people! Christians can see themselves as superior, for example, in terms of biblical knowledge or theological soundness; possessing a good grasp of Scriptural teaching and holding to an orthodox view of the faith is vitally important but it may be that we have been privileged to grow up in a Christian family or a good church family where God’s Word was well taught in services, Sunday School and youth groups, and other people less fortunate than us in terms of prior opportunities. For other people it can be an inflated attitude based on educational opportunities or qualifications. Some people see themselves as superior to believers who lived in a former century as if we have greater abilities in knowing God’s will and truth than them. For others, it can be a pride over which spiritual gift someone else has or hasn’t got. The list is endless, but the sin nature within us can take the best of things and cause us sometimes to look down on other people. The Church at Corinth in particular had problems in this area. Paul wrote these words of advice to them in I Corinthians 1:26-29: Brothers and sisters think of what you were when you were called. Not many of you were wise by human standards; not many were influential; not many were of noble birth. 27 But God chose the foolish things of the world to shame the wise; God chose the weak things of the world to shame the strong. 28 God chose the lowly things of this world and the despised things – and the things that are not – to nullify the things that are, 29 so that no one may boast before him. 30 It is because of him that you are in Christ Jesus, who has become for us wisdom from God – that is, our righteousness, holiness and redemption. 31 Therefore, as it is written: ‘Let the one who boasts boast in the Lord.’ (b) Too low a view of ourselves The opposite error some people make is to think they have nothing to offer. In the worst cases to view themselves as worthless and become paralysed into inactivity thinking there is nothing they can do and that they possess no gifts that God can use. We are special because of God’s amazing love for us in Jesus. In I John 3:2 John wrote: See what great love the Father has lavished on us, that we should be called children of God! And that is what we are! (c) A right view of ourselves (Romans 12:3) (i) With sober judgement Here is the invitation to think carefully of our position in Christ as children of God. If I have been created in the image of God then I am special! I have no right to ignore the calling God has given me to be the best I can be to His glory here on earth. I am also filled with the Spirit of God. If Romans 8:37 is true (…in all these things we are more than conquerors through Him who loved us.) then through the indwelling power of the Holy Spirit I can accomplish anything He asks me to do through His resources. In more general terms God has a plan for my life. I may only know in general terms what that means but I will trust to Him each day of my life and ask Him to guide my steps. We are special to God the Father because of Jesus who died in our place on the cross and who will do what it takes to bring us home to be with Him for ever. (ii) With the faith entrusted to us sometimes we have a strong faith; at other times our hold on God is very weak. Imagine God standing with us as His child at the side of a busy road contemplating crossing it. Whose grip on the other will be stronger? Exactly the same if you are a parent with your young child. Paul has already in Romans 11:29 reminded his readers that: God’s gifts and His call are irrevocable. Our faith is in a great God who keeps His promises - that is the issue- not how big is our faith. He never fails!
2. Our Conduct (Romans 12:4-5)

(a)Unity: there is one body ‘The Church’4 For just as each of us has one body with many members, and these members do not all have the same function, 5 so in Christ we, though many, form one body, and each member belongs to all the others. There were a number of recurring problems in the Early Church that the Apostle Paul repeatedly had to tackle. One of these issues was the nature of the Church as the body of Christ.  The Church at Corinth was seriously affected in its common meals and Communion observance through social class divisions that verged on the scandalous. The strong language Paul uses in I Corinthians 11 shows how bad the problems were. However, his laying out how to observe communion has been so beneficial for Christian congregations in later centuries. The largest part of I Corinthians 12 was spent in emphasising the unity of the Body of Christ. All members are equally necessary for it to be complete. All have something to give and all have something to receive from one another. There were further problems in that congregation over some members viewing their more dramatic spiritual gifts as superior to those given by God to other Christians so Paul has to spell out in the grammatical equivalent of bold type that people are all given different gifts (I Corinthians 12:29-30). Here much more briefly the apostle will describe the unity of the church and then give a list of spiritual gifts in the church. It doesn’t take too much insight to note the different gifts listed here compared with the I Corinthians 12 list. Then in Ephesians 4 in a longer and considered section of that letter Paul will stress the oneness of believers in Christ in the Church. Listen to what he wrote. Make every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit through the bond of peace. 4 There is one body and one Spirit, just as you were called to one hope when you were called; 5 one Lord, one faith, one baptism; 6 one God and Father of all, who is over all and through all and in all (Ephesians 4:3-5). The unity of the body must be a given. Notice how often Paul emphasises one… Reading between the lines there was clearly an issue in at least some of these Early Churches. How do we strengthen our unity with fellow believers? Make a point each Sunday of seeking to speak to someone you don’t know very well so that gradually you can get to know more people and know others better; in addition, to conversing with the people we are already friends with. A number of people over the years have sought to join rotas or other forms of ministry as one way of getting to know more people. We can invite people for coffee or a meal or one of the best ways of all is to use the Church Directory as a Prayer list and pray for people. If you are praying for people you are investing in their lives. Over a period of time if you use this method you will cover the vast majority of people who regularly attend here. It is these little things that make a much bigger difference than we ever imagined. The steps we take to build unity within a church also have an application with reference to other churches. No local Church could ever be the totality of God’s kingdom on earth! We need to work together across a community or city or country to build it 

(b) Diversity: there are different expressions of ‘The Church’ At the heart of healthy church life is Christian unity as a foundational principle. However, God has created us with different preferences and interests in a whole variety of things. This is good because between us all there is the potential for many things being covered! This is true in practical gifts in handling fabric matters; in working the sound desk or musical gifts or many other leadership or pastoral or ministry callings in God’s work here; yet there are also preferences important to us but matters of indifference to God. If we are truly worshipping God from the heart in spirit and in truth it doesn’t matter whether a church is singing only metrical Psalms, only traditional hymns or only the latest contemporary songs or a mixture of these or some other combination! We could go round a variety of things in church life and admit that we may have personal preferences, but that another Christian might make different choices to us. In heaven there will be no differences between us at all; but this side of heaven God has allowed His children to hold differing convictions about many theological and practical matters, but where there is common ground on fundamental matters we ought to honour the right for Christians to hold differing views especially on secondary matters of belief. Unity within diversity can be a struggle at times, but if we are God’s new community of faith through Jesus (Ephesians 2:11-22) then people outside our ranks ought to see that our faith is lived out in practice in fellowship with one another. I am not pretending for a moment that there are not difficult issues to wrestle with in how we work this out amongst real people in a local setting, but we must do everything in our power to show the practical basis of our Christian convictions. Make every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit through the bond of peace. (Ephesians 4:3) is Paul’s clarion call to every individual Christian and every local congregation and every network of Christian congregations.  It never happens by chance it takes real efforts to succeed in this work. Will we make the effort for Jesus sake?
3. Our Calling (Romans 12:6-8)
 6 We have different gifts, according to the grace given to each of us. Unity and diversity can be worked out in our handling of spiritual gifts. We must recognise that God treats us as individuals and gifts us accordingly. Let us celebrate each other’s gifts as well as our own, but also offer to use them for God’s glory. Sometime we discover an unexpected gifting when we have volunteered for something because an extra person is required and we see God’s blessing on our contribution. However, when we hear of needs in ministry teams do we pray ‘Lord please fill this vacancy and if it is through me help me to sense Your leading in this direction. This is a dangerous form of praying! Here Paul highlights seven spiritual gifts that he commends to the Christian community in Rome. No listing of spiritual gifts in the New Testament is the model; each gift listing in different letters of Paul, for example, is illustrative of the range of blessings and callings God directs His people to adopt in His service.  
(a)The gift of prophecy If your gift is prophesying, then prophesy in accordance with your [Gk the ] faith; in Ephesians 2:20 prophets together with apostles were foundational to the Church and had a unique authority in the first generation Church, not too dissimilar to Old Testament prophets in that community of faith. Peter, in II Peter 1:19-21, described this particular ministry. We also have the prophetic message as something completely reliable, and you will do well to pay attention to it, as to a light shining in a dark place, until the day dawns and the morning star rises in your hearts. 20 Above all, you must understand that no prophecy of Scripture came about by the prophet’s own interpretation of things. 21 For prophecy never had its origin in the human will, but prophets, though human, spoke from God as they were carried along by the Holy Spirit. Biblical prophets were engaged in forth-telling about current affairs from God’s perspective at least as much as fore-telling God’s plans for the future. Too many people have claimed the title over the years, but not shown the fruit of such a calling in their ministries. In the Early Church these individuals were like the apostles primarily itinerant ministries not local church ones. But in a local context someone or some persons who could take God’s Word and apply it their contemporary society was an invaluable asset. The NIV rendering of the last few words of this statement: then prophesy in accordance with your faith has had two main interpretations. Some have seen it as a reference to the subjective faith of the person who has got up to speak, but this is unlikely to have been Paul’s meaning because faith has the definite article in front of it and accordingly should be translated in accordance with the faith (L.L. Morris, Romans, pp. 440-441). This fits with the guidance from Paul (in I Corinthians 14:29) and John (I John 4:1-6) about testing whether these visiting speakers truly were speaking God’s message or whether it was their own ideas being promoted. In the years prior to the availability of the written New Testament Scriptures the prophets played a central role in many of these congregations. However, this foundational pioneering ministry became significantly less prominent in the second and third generations of the Early Church as Pastor-teachers (sometimes called Bishops) together with elders and deacons were established as leadership teams in local congregations.    
(b) The gift of serving 7 if it is serving, then serve; this term as used by Paul is a generic one that covers an incredibly wide range of ministry opportunities conducted in Jesus’ name. The actual Greek word is from which we get the English word ‘deacon’, but in this context Paul is not describing an office to which some members of a local church have been called, rather he is seeking to recognise a spiritual gifting that can sometimes be overlooked. All of us can do most forms of service, but some people are much better at it than others; some are more naturally hospitable or instinctively sensitive to carry out behind-the-scenes acts of kindness. Attempts to narrow down this calling by some Bible commentators are unsuccessful because Paul is deliberately seeking to honour so many forms of service done in Jesus’ name and recognising it as a spiritual gifting. Service is by definition practical not theoretical; although it is not always easy to find the words to express it we all know that some people are more naturally talented in one form of service than another. It is unnecessary to agonise over whether these qualities are natural ones that the Holy Spirit enhances or whether they surface as a result of the Spirit’s work in our lives. We are invited to serve the Lord through serving other people using who we are and the abilities we possess for their good and His glory.    
(c) The gift of teaching if it is teaching, then teach; hearing this word we instinctively think of the members of our church family with this professional educational calling in our schools, colleges and universities. To survive in that environment today you certainly need a calling with a skill set that includes an ability to teach and maintain order in the classroom. However, in an age where the vast majority of people did not go to school in the Graeco-Roman world and formal education was for the very few, the apostle here while not excluding professional teachers has a more generic gifting in mind here. We thank God for those with professional training who work in teaching our children, young people, small groups or maybe even in one-to-one discipleship ministries, but other people whose week-day working life may be in a very different sphere may also make a significant contribution to our church family life as teachers in one capacity or another. Again here Paul has a more generic view in mind of teaching in this reference and covers the range of teaching opportunities in presenting God’s Word in age specific ways as we help one another grow in our understanding of the faith and in the application of it to our lives.     
(d) The gift of encouragement if it is to encourage, then give encouragement; Praise the Lord for this gift! Life can be really tough! Some of you may have been struggling just to get though the daily routine this last week and in many other weeks. The thought of starting another new working week does not fill you with a great sense of anticipation because you know how exhausting it will be. In Paul’s day the majority of the congregation were enslaved people, no wonder they needed encouragement to maintain their dignity often under the most demeaning of circumstances. I do not believe once again that these words here are to the few but to the many. Can I encourage each one of you not to leave church on any given Sunday without seeking to encourage at least one other person sat near you or standing near you over tea and coffee. All of us need encouragement and I have yet to find someone who feels their quota for the day had been exceeded and need to tell others to stop because they cannot take any more of it! You could be God’s special blessing to someone who inside is really hurting or struggling with life. In the Bible we are exhorted to carry each other’s burdens and in this way fulfil the law of Christ (Galatians 6:2). I am so encouraged when I see the level of pastoral care that goes on in this congregation behind the scenes. I rejoice greatly in what is accomplished by the pastoral team, but also other people whose ministries of practical encouragement make such a difference in supporting others through the challenges they may face.  Endeavour each week to be an encourager. I (and probably you also) have met some people who on the surface appear to believe they have a gift of discouragement as they spend their time finding fault with the contributions of others. May God spare us from such giftings! and instead make us like Paul’s colleague Barnabas, as encouragers of God’s people (Acts 11:22-26, for example).  
(e) The gift of giving if it is giving, then give generously; once again it appears to be a generic gifting that is deliberately left open to describe an attitude of mind towards other people that will include in different contexts the donation of finances, our time, our skills; it maybe a one-off act of assistance that takes minutes or a repeated form of support that may have a degree of regularity week by week; there are so many different forms it could take that to endeavour to list its range would be to limit its potential. We might suggest that Paul is seeking to direct these Christians to grasp the kind of people we ought to be towards one another. Looking for opportunities to bless other people in which most of the time will be through little acts of kindness. Too often we can make a mistake in thinking that only big contributions count. There are Christians who have engaged in random appropriate acts of kindness to strangers for the sheer pleasure of observing someone’s reaction afterwards!   
(f) The gift of leadership if it is to lead, do it diligently; the word used here by Paul is not that of formal offices in the Church or any other agency, rather what he has in mind is a person inviting others to join them in acts of service. So here, for example, it may be someone inviting others to share with them in a service in a residential home or organising a rota of lifts to church or in some way or other taking the initiative to contribute to the lives of others by the diligent exercise of some duty or other. It may include a more structured form of leadership in a prayer group or home fellowship, but the apostle is emphasising here a functional form of leadership rather than referring to a formal office to which someone may be set apart in the church family.  
(g) The gift of mercy if it is to show mercy, do it cheerfully (Romans 12:3-8). There is a link back to verse one …in view of God’s mercy…  God through His amazing grace has joyfully blessed us so we also ought to exercise the same attitude to others first in the church family, but then towards others outside it. We are exhorted not to do this work grudgingly but with joy on our faces and in our hearts! Outrageous generosity like the gift of the Panmurefield premises to our church some years ago are inevitably exceptional acts not routine ones, but on a smaller level looking to encourage and support one another can enrich our fellowship and our lives in a significant measure. How might you bless someone this week? Give prayerful thought to that as an attitude of heart and mind week by week.

   In summary, Paul is urging Christians whose minds have been renewed by the Holy Spirit to exercise a disposition that shows to one another and those outside the church something of the quality of life to which God has called us to live. Having a right view of ourselves of course is in the context of our relationships with other people. In a society where increasing numbers of people are struggling to gain a quality of life experience there is an opportunity for us to be a blessing to others in Jesus’ name, Amen. 
Question for Reflection: How closely do my attitudes, speech or conduct reflect the character of my heavenly Father?    
Song: ‘How deep the Father’s love for us’
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TQ5kqQ359E4 

The Lord’s Supper 
Jesus invites all Christian who have committed their lives to follow Him to participate in this act of worship. 
The apostle Paul wrote these words of Scripture in I Corinthians 11:23-26 to guide our observance of Communion.

For I received from the Lord what I also passed on to you: the Lord Jesus, on the night He was betrayed, took bread, 24 and when He had given thanks, He broke it and said, ‘This is My body, which is for you; do this in remembrance of Me.’ 25 In the same way, after supper He took the cup, saying, ‘This cup is the new covenant in My blood; do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of Me.’ 26 For whenever you eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until He comes.  
Prayer: Choose your own words of prayer to give thanks for the bread and wine that represent the costly gift of His body and blood for us.

Take the bread: Jesus said: ‘This is My body, which is for you; do this in remembrance of Me.
Take the wine: Jesus said: This cup is the new covenant in My blood; do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of Me.’

Closing Song: ‘May the Peoples praise you’
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kBon_2QoRtI 

Closing Prayer:  
Lord, thank You that I am created in Your image and have gifts and abilities that can be used in Your service. Help me to discern how best I can serve You and bless others with the gifts You have entrusted to me. In 2023, help me to be a fruitful Christian whose contribution will be a blessing in my local church and wider community for our good and for Your glory, Amen.
Benediction:  The Grace 

  May the Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,

                             the love of God 

                             and the Fellowship of the Holy Spirit, 

                             be with us all evermore, Amen[image: image1.png]
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