
Broughty Baptist update Sunday 15 January 22 Romans 12:14-21 How should I relate to those I struggle to love
Intimations
Morning worship online starts at 10:30am on the Zoom platform; and at the same time in person in Panmurefield Baptist Centre 

JAM Kids’ focus: The JAM Kids programme takes place during this service today
JAM, Young adults 10:30-11:45am AM Continuing our series on "How does God guide us?" From Psalm 119:97 – 105 Led by Gary Torbet and another leader.
7pm - 8.30pm Breakthru with all the usual fun, games, refreshments, worship, bible study, discussion and prayer. "Go after the Kingdom today" Led by Gary Torbet & Martin Leiper
The service today, Sunday 15 January 2023, is led by Helen and Fergus Rice. Rev Brian Talbot is preaching the message and leading communion. 
As we come to the start of our service let us pray…….

Father God,

When the world hates,
You call us to love.
When the world rejects the poor,

You call us to walk with them.
When the world does evil,
You call us to do good.
Help us to not just follow how everyone else is living,  
but to be changed by You God
to be living in a way that is good, and acceptable, and perfect.
Amen. 

Call to Worship: (join in with the text in bold)
Open us up, God:
for all you have for us today.

Open our eyes, God:
to see you reflected in every human face.

Open our hearts, God:
to feel your compassion for this broken world.
Open our ears, God:
to hear the whisper of your Spirit and the wisdom of your Word.

Open our hands, God:
this is your ministry, your Kingdom, your power, your glory.

Open our lips, God:
That our mouths may sing out your praise.

Opening Praise: ‘Hosanna- Praise is rising’
Hosanna: Praise Is Rising - Paul Baloche - YouTube
We continue to worship as we sing: ‘Praise to the Lord, the Almighty’

Praise to the Lord, the Almighty (Nockels, Hymn with Lyrics, Contemporary) - YouTube
Prayer:
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be Your name,
Your kingdom come,
Your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation
but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are Yours
now and for ever.
Amen.
All Age talk ‘Love your enemies’ Fergus and Helen
What do you think of when you see a heart? (Hold up the heart.) Most of us would probably say that we think of love. Who do you love? Do you love your parents? Do you love your brother or sister? Do you love your sons and daughters? Do you love your wife or husband? How about your friends? It is easy to love these people because they love us too.

But what about the people who annoy you or the person who isn’t easy to get along with? The one you have nothing in common with? What about the people who dislike you, who you might say is your enemy?

One day, Jesus was teaching on a hillside. Jesus said some really surprising things to the people who were listening. It tells us in Matthew 5:43-44 that Jesus said: ‘…You have heard it was said, Love your neighbour and hate your enemy. But I tell you, love your enemies. Pray for those who treat you badly.

I’m sure all of us have come across someone who is hard to get along with. People who are mean and unkind to others; for whatever reason, those people choose meanness over kindness.

What do you do if someone is unkind to you? If someone says mean things to you what do ?....Do you say mean things back? For the adults what do you do if when you are driving someone is driving badly around you or cuts in front of you? Do you shout naughty things or make rude gestures or have bad thoughts towards that person? …

It would be easy to answer their unkind actions with unkind actions of our own. We can call them names, talk behind their backs, or pick on them or bully them in return or drive badly behind that nightmare driver! As Christians this isn’t how we should react…
God wants us to show good behaviour even when people are unkind to us.

Jesus teaches us that to be like God, we have to do more than what comes naturally to us. We all love people who are nice to us. But it isn’t easy to be nice to those who are mean to you. But that's what God did. He sent His son, Jesus, to die for everyone, even though they did not all treat Him well.

Jesus says we must love our enemies. What does that mean? Does it mean we must feel affection for them? No! It means we must treat them as well as we treat people we like. We must be kind and respectful to them. We must put their needs before ours. We must not treat them badly.

 

Let’s share God’s love to everyone we meet so that other people can see we are different and see God’s love in us.

Let us pray…   

Loving Lord, help us and show us how to love those who dislike us and those who we find difficult to get on with. Come set Your rule in our hearts again so we can build Your kingdom here on earth. In Jesus’ name we pray, Amen
All Age Song: ‘Build Your kingdom here’

 Build Your Kingdom Here - Rend Collective | LYRIC VIDEO - YouTube 
Prayer for children and young people before they go to JAM and JAM kids

Bible Reading:  Romans 12:14-21:

14 Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse. 15 Rejoice with those who rejoice; mourn with those who mourn. 16 Live in harmony with one another. Do not be proud, but be willing to associate with people of low position. Do not be conceited. 17 Do not repay anyone evil for evil. Be careful to do what is right in the eyes of everyone. 18 If it is possible, as far as it depends on you, live at peace with everyone. 19 Do not take revenge, my dear friends, but leave room for God’s wrath, for it is written: ‘It is mine to avenge; I will repay,’ says the Lord. 20 On the contrary: ‘If your enemy is hungry, feed him; if he is thirsty, give him something to drink. In doing this, you will heap burning coals on his head.’ 21 Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.
Prayer for others:  
These prayers of intercession are based on Psalm 13. The words of the psalm are in bold, and then there are prayers to expand the sentiment to others who might be experiencing similar things to the psalmist. Let us pray…

How long, Lord? Will you forget me for ever?
How long will you hide your face from me?
We pray for those who feel forgotten and unseen, may they know that they are remembered and seen by you God.

Help us to partner with you to remember the forgotten.

Search our hearts to reveal those we hide our faces from, the outcast, the stranger or the homeless. Change our hearts, that we may turn our faces towards these people and see them as your beloved children.
How long must I wrestle with my thoughts
and day after day have sorrow in my heart?
How long will my enemy triumph over me?
We pray for those we know who struggle with mental illnesses, anxiety and depression. We pray that there will be resources released to help, enough staff employed and finances given towards mental health services nationally. Help us to be a friend and a listening ear to those who suffer. Fill us with compassion and wisdom.

Ultimately, we pray for those who wrestle with sorrow, that they may know your victory over those dark thoughts which currently seem to triumph.

Look on me and answer, Lord my God.
Give light to my eyes, or I will sleep in death,
and my enemy will say, 'I have overcome him,'
and my foes will rejoice when I fall.
We pray for those who might be considered fallen by those around them: may they know your restoration and grace. Help us to not judge or exclude your beloved children, but instead lift them up in prayer, and embrace them with the grace we know in Christ.

Thank you, loving Father God, for hearing our prayer.
We proclaim together:

But I trust in your unfailing love;
my heart rejoices in your salvation.
I will sing the Lord's praise,
for he has been good to me, Amen.

In the Baptist Union of Scotland we pray for other churches:
This week we remember Ali Laing (Digital & Younger Lead); Alva Baptist Church and Arran Baptist Church. We ask You to bless and guide them in their work for You at this time.
We pray also for the other churches in Broughty Ferry, for Your guidance and direction for them as they serve You in this New Year. We pray that together in our community we may honour and glorify God as we witness to our Lord through our words and deeds. 
In our own congregation:
Heavenly Father, we especially remember Jeanne Purvis and her family as they prepare for the funeral of her husband Peter this week. We also pray for Fiona and Derek Anderson after the recent funeral of her mother, together with Craig and Alison O’Brien after the recent death of his sister. We continue to pray for Dorothy Galloway, Alison, Diane and other members of their family after Jim’s recent death. We continue to remember Alva and Hamid Ditta as Alva continues with treatment for her ongoing health problems. We pray too for Don and Ann Macleod, as Ann makes progress in her rehabilitation in hospital. We continue to pray for Lowrie, Nicola Livie’s brother, that he too may be restored to health and strength; and for John and Pat Asbury as John recuperates at home after surgery in hospital.
  We pray too for all those with ongoing health needs including, Ellen Brown, Judy Blackwell, John Cairney, Mary Davidson, Aileen Goudie, Sam Horn and Bill Turner. We pray also for others who are not able to gather with us who are at home or in residential care, including Robin Goudie, Jeanne Purves, Joyce and Jim Lynn, Betty Watson, Mary Vallis, Gwen Paterson, Judy Blackwell and Jim Black. 

We leave a time of silence now for you to name any other people in need of prayer who God lays on your heart. ….

We pray that you would bring your comfort, your healing and a sense of your loving presence to each one for whom we have prayed. We bring all these prayers that You would be glorified, Amen
Song: ‘Make me a channel of Your peace’ https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=g8eorCEMIK4 
The Message: Romans 12:14-21: How should I relate to those I struggle to love?
Introduction

Is it possible that I can love people who dislike me or who even speak or act in ways that are or have been harmful to me or other people in the past or in the present day? If the people in question can fairly be accused of engaging in evil acts, how am I advised by the apostle Paul to engage with them, as far as that is possible? It seems ridiculous to attempt to be a bridge-builder or to attempt where appropriate reconciliation with people who behave in this way, but from his extensive experience the apostle Paul challenges us to think again!  

  The conflict in Somalia has been one of the most hopeless situations in recent history. Could anyone make a difference there? Dahabo Isse did! In 1991 the murderous regime of Dictator General Mohammed Siad Barre was finally overthrown in Somalia. Various clans and tribal groups came together to accomplish this goal. However, no thought was given to what would take its place - and no government of any substance has emerged to date. In 1992 famine struck the country with approximately 300,000 dying of starvation. Yet in this hopeless setting a handful of women in Mogadishu, led by Dahabo Isse, approached the Red Cross and asked for money to feed a handful of hungry street children in the city. Within two years this project had grown to employ three thousand women who were producing and delivering over 200,000 meals a day. Across warring clan boundaries they built bridges to create some order out of the chaos. A rudimentary civil society was reformed and with the support of international agencies a basic government structure was erected in the year 2000 [Dylan Matthews, War Prevention Works pp.66-67]. From the most unpromising of beginnings more was accomplished than those ladies could have dreamed. Paul in these verses invites us to think counter-culturally here and ask ‘God where can I make a difference?’ ‘Where can I serve as a peacemaker or bridge-builder?’ Invariably the core challenge is relational. However, if we can take care of the smaller one-to-one issues, in this kind of setting, it is surprising how often the bigger things can progress towards resolution.       
1. Love in action when it is tough (Romans 12:14-16)
Notice the step up in degree of difficulty here from verses nine to thirteen, that will culminate in dealing with people who would actually wish us harm or be willing to perpetrate it. Paul raises four approaches to this negativity or hostility to our person or our convictions.
(a) Graciousness Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse (Romans 12:14)  This will primarily be a reference to people who make no profession of Christian faith yet over the last two thousand years there have also been those who thought they were doing God’s work by killing Christians who had some different opinions to them. What is particularly noteworthy here is the echo of Jesus’ teaching in Luke 6:27-31: ‘But to you who are listening I say: love your enemies, do good to those who hate you, 28 bless those who curse you, pray for those who ill-treat you. 29 If someone slaps you on one cheek, turn to them the other also. If someone takes your coat, do not withhold your shirt from them. 30 Give to everyone who asks you, and if anyone takes what belongs to you, do not demand it back. 31 Do to others as you would have them do to you. The success of the Protestant Reformation in England was humanly speaking in part due to, for example, access to the Scriptures in English and faithful preaching of the truth, but it was engrained in the hearts and minds of many more people when they witnessed the extraordinary testimony of the 350 men and women burnt at the stake during the reign of Mary Tudor. Their faithfulness unto death was incredibly powerful. May our witness always be courageous but may it never lack Christ-like graciousness. (Luke 23:34: Jesus said, ‘Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they are doing.  These were words uttered concerning the men who crucified Him. 
(b) Identification Rejoice with those who rejoice; mourn with those who mourn (Romans 12:15) There are times when we will simply sit with someone to identify with them in their pain. There are other times when we will do the same to acknowledge the success of another person. We will never impact someone’s life without drawing alongside them and engaging with them. It is not an either-or situation about praying or doing for the follower of Jesus, it is both, in our quest to see other people walk with us on the journey of faith. It requires a willingness to find the time to be in that place with someone. Social media contacts can play a part but nothing substitutes for real human fellowship and interaction. Who are you engaging with at the present time? 
(c) Good Will Live in harmony with one another (Romans 12:16a) Did Paul put these words in the wrong place? Surely these words that echo Philippians 2:1-5: Therefore if you have any encouragement from being united with Christ, if any comfort from his love, if any common sharing in the Spirit, if any tenderness and compassion, 2 then make my joy complete by being like-minded, having the same love, being one in spirit and of one mind. 3 Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit. Rather, in humility value others above yourselves, 4 not looking to your own interests but each of you to the interests of the others.5 In your relationships with one another, have the same mindset as Christ Jesus. His point is simple: a church where a culture of cliques, backbiting and critical comments flourish will never truly prosper. People need to see that the Gospel works in transforming our lives, our attitudes, and our actions, before they will try it for themselves. Part of the proof of the Spirit’s work in renewing our minds is the investment we are willing to make in doing everything we can to build harmony amongst God’s people in the local church. Here our actions definitely speak louder than our words. Is there someone with whom you need to build a more harmonious relationship this year?    
(d). Humility Do not be proud, but be willing to associate with people of low position. Do not be conceited (Romans 12:16b) Are there types of people you really don’t want in this church? We need to be willing to say ‘Okay Lord –help me to be humble enough to welcome all kinds of people of whatever background into our fellowship’. Be assured that God will take us up on the offer in the coming months and years! When I am willing, joyfully, to accept people into our ranks ‘who are not like me’ I know my growth in grace and Christ-likeness is showing signs of progress. The credibility of our profession of faith in New Testament terms, is in part demonstrated by our love for and expressions of care towards other people, especially those who are associated with us in God’s family Amen. 

2. Our basic standards (Romans 12:17) 

Paul makes his initial point in both a negative and a positive way. He begins with the negative before proceeding to the positive instruction.  

(a)What I must not do Do not repay anyone evil for evil. (Romans 12:17a) ‘He hit me first’, ‘She called me a rude name’ –the justifications of the playground tend to become a little more sophisticated when adults are involved, but in essence there can be little difference between countless scenarios involving people of whatever age. In simple language Paul is saying you may not have started it, but what is important is taking action to break the cycle of negative behavioural choices.  It is the easiest thing in the world to continue on a negative pathway but it can lead to the ship-wreck of lives, marriages, families or careers. It is truly painful at the present time to see how Prince Harry and his wife Meghan have conducted recent public interviews, helped produce a Netflix series ‘Harry & Meghan’; and on top of that a book entitled: Spare allegedly revealing everything about the mistakes of the Royal family towards them. Yet, at the same time claiming they want to be reconciled to the family! As Christians we, like other people, are sinners. We all make mistakes. In a world where standards are so low it takes real effort to be different. Where might we be particularly tempted here? On social media or other internet-based communications; if someone sends an ill-considered message to us – how easy it is within seconds to fire back an equivalent one. Take time with responses, especially if it is to a negative communication. Write out what you want to say; take a step back and allow thinking time before it is sent. Think of the time of day. Deal with pressured issues as far as possible in office hours. A message that comes in at 9am can seem so much more manageable than an equally unexpected one at midnight when you were planning to go to sleep. The principle here of being proactive in opposing evil or wrong-doing is obvious, but how we manage our responses is also important. Breaking them down into manageable chunks is helpful. I may not be able to address all the presenting issues just now but what can I do first of all to prevent a situation from escalating further, or to start a process of resolution. For most of us hopefully we are not facing any serious issues of this kind. But we may be aware of issues between colleagues at work, for example. We can pray Lord help me to think if there is a way I can help them sort out whatever is causing this trouble.  
(b) How I must endeavour to live Be careful to do what is right in the eyes of everyone.  (Romans 12:17b) Paul appears to hint here at prevention rather than cure. It is not just in the field of medicine that this policy is best. He uses very similar vocabulary in his letters to make this point to address a few key things: (i) How we handle money the lack of credibility of the European Union by failing year on year to get its accounts signed off is legendary. I am glad that as a church we have a clear system for handling finances. This is not only to protect the church’s name but also those individuals who handle money on our behalf. As a side effect it also protects our reputation in the wider community. The repeated stories in the media about well-paid figures in public life making mistakes in this area remind us that this is an important part of our integrity. The apostle Paul went to significant lengths to engage in good practice in this area too in his day. In II Corinthians 8:20-21 he wrote: We want to avoid any criticism of the way we administer this liberal gift. 21 For we are taking pains to do what is right, not only in the eyes of the Lord but also in the eyes of man. Handling finance well is a key foundation for any successful business, marriage, church or any co-operative venture. As a society how we look out for the most vulnerable people in society is significant. Deuteronomy 24:10-13 set the boundaries for emergency financial loans to neighbours: When you make a loan of any kind to your neighbour, do not go into their house to get what is offered to you as a pledge. 11 Stay outside and let the neighbour to whom you are making the loan bring the pledge out to you. 12 If the neighbour is poor, do not go to sleep with their pledge in your possession.  13 Return their cloak by sunset so that your neighbour may sleep in it. Then they will thank you, and it will be regarded as a righteous act in the sight of the Lord your God. God is not impressed with the heavy handed tactics of pay-day loan companies exploiting the misery of desperate people. The ethics of finance impinge on everything else in society. Where this goes wrong the rest of society is seriously affected. 
(ii) Handling work-place relations Paul’s concern was for acceptable treatment of employees by managers and employers. In Colossians 4:1 he wrote: Masters, provide your slaves with what is right and fair, because you know that you also have a Master in heaven. In essence ‘a fair days pay for a fair days work’. It is only an echo of the standards laid down for Israel in the Old Testament. Over the years we have seen power-hungry Trades Union leaders drive companies to ruin by unrealistic demands, especially in the 1970s. Equally, over the years, there have been employers who use every loophole to evade providing adequate remuneration and fair terms and conditions for their workers. The principles here of: …what is right and fair… can be taken and applied in a multitude of different socio-economic contexts. 

(iii) How we treat each other in our families In the Ten Commandments Exodus 20:12 declares: Honour your father and your mother, so that you may live long in the land the Lord your God is giving you. In Ephesians 6:1-4 Paul wrote: Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right. 2 ‘Honour your father and mother’– which is the first commandment with a promise – 3 ‘so that it may go well with you and that you may enjoy long life on the earth.’ 4 Fathers, do not exasperate your children; instead, bring them up in the training and instruction of the Lord.  Respect and care for elderly parents and as well as appropriate treatment of younger members is part of the right attitude Paul has in mind. 

(iv)The general principle to follow In Philippians 4:8-9 Paul wrote: Finally, brothers and sisters, whatever is true, whatever is noble, whatever is right, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is admirable – if anything is excellent or praiseworthy – think about such things. 9 Whatever you have learned or received or heard from me, or seen in me – put it into practice. And the God of peace will be with you. Following the principle here will prevent many of the problems that arise in society. What we are commended to do is something within our power. We must not lower ourselves to the standards of those people whose values and actions could fairly be described as ‘evil’.
3. Living as a peacemaker (Romans 12:18) 

 If it is possible, as far as it depends on you, live at peace with everyone (Romans 12:18). (a) The Principle live at peace with everyone… In Matthew 5:9 Jesus made an extraordinary statement: Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God. Atheist apologists make much of their claim that religions cause war. If there was no religion left in the world, all would be peace and harmony! John Lennon held to this perspective and his famous song ‘Imagine’ was based on this perspective on life: Imagine there’s no heaven its easy if you try; no hell below us above us only sky;  Imagine all the people living for today;  Imagine there’s no countries it isn’t hard to do; nothing to kill or die for and no religion too; Imagine all the people living life in peace; You may say I'm a dreamer But I'm not the only one I hope someday you will join us And the world will be as one; Imagine no possessions I wonder if you can; No need for greed or hunger A brotherhood of man; Imagine all the people Sharing all the world; You, you may say I'm a dreamer - But I'm not the only one - I hope someday you will join us; And the world will live as one. It sounds a wonderful utopia to some people, but simply wouldn’t happen. However, our Lord and Saviour said to His first followers and to us that He would give one test to unbelievers to judge the credibility of our professions of faith. In John 13:34-35 it states: 4 ‘A new command I give you: love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one another. 35 By this everyone will know that you are My disciples, if you love one another.’ Jesus is not commending an endless round of handshakes or hugs –depending on your social comfort zone! It is a demonstration of practical care for and interest in the welfare of one another. (b) The Practice If it is possible, as far as it depends on you… In an ideal world it would be a place where everyone got on well together, but that is not realistic in this life. Therefore, Paul gives two qualifying remarks to enable us to live this out in practice. (i) If it is possible… There are some individuals, no matter how many times we try to build relationships with them, who do not want to have anything to do with us. Now we may shrug our shoulders and have to walk away sometimes when someone is against us because of our faith. But sometimes the person in question is a fellow Christian and that should not happen. There are other Christians with whom we will never have sufficient in common to ever have a realistic prospect of close friendship, but a civil and constructive working relationship for the sake of God’s kingdom is the least God expects from us. There are times when it is simply impossible to make progress with a person or persons and the wise course of action is to step back and pause for prayer until God provides a window of opportunity in the future. (ii) as far as it depends on you… There are times when third parties are essential in engaging in bridge-building work between people where relationships have broken down; but the apostle’s guidance here places a responsibility on each of God’s children to ask: have I done all I could to resolve this situation? This question enables a situation to become manageable. However, there are some times when we are unable with integrity to continue our attempts for peace. We need wisdom from God to know where the boundaries lie in this kind of situation.       
4. The principle of forbearance (Romans 12:19-20)

(a)Giving God His place (Romans 12:19) Do not take revenge, my dear friends, but leave room for God’s wrath, for it is written: ‘It is mine to avenge; I will repay,’ says the Lord. Before the troubles in Northern Ireland began to diminish significantly after the signing of the Good Friday agreement in April 1998, I can remember a number of messages from families of those killed during those years pleading with the various factions not to take revenge by killing someone else and plunging another family into grief. The cycle of violence had to be broken. This was not passive resignation in a position of weakness, but instead a conscious handing over of the situation to the Judge of all the earth who will one day pass judgement on the lives of all human beings who have exited this life. It is beyond our responsibility grade to handle some of these issues –only God can ultimately put right wrongs. Why is this good from a practical point of view? Firstly, if we couldn’t personally obtain justice then potentially a person might become resentful or bitter and loose even more quality of life without in any way affecting the person who has wronged them. Secondly, handing things over to God when earthly possibilities appear closed allows us to ‘park’ the issue in a kind of quarantine and then focus our energies on positive things that can be done. Life is so short that giving some irresolvable issues to Him is the only way we can make progress in our lives. Paul quotes here some words from a message of Moses to the nation of Israel shortly before his death as a reminder that the wisest course of action may not always be to force a confrontation with a view to resolving issues. 

    Does this approach work? Yes it can. There are many examples of peacemakers who have shown in practice that it can work. A book worth reading is John F. Keith, Wars are never enough: The Joao Matwawana story (2005). It tells of this extraordinary couple Joao and Nora Matwawana who led reconciliation efforts in the refugee camps following the Rwandan genocide of 1994 when many of the Hutu majority ethnic group attempted to eliminate the minority Tutsi people. The world had failed Rwanda in its time of need. What this couple accomplished in reconciliation efforts in Burundi, Rwanda, and the Democratic Republic of Congo and in their home country of Angola was truly inspirational. It was fitting that they received the first Baptist World Alliance Human Rights Award in 2007. I was privileged to be in Accra, Ghana, on that occasion to meet with them and hear something of their story. You and I may never have such a major role as this couple, but God may want us to be bridge-builders between people in a church context, a workplace or local community setting. God can help us be a people of reconciliation if we will entrust our lives to Him. 
(b) Reaching out with extraordinary courage (Romans 12:20) On the contrary: ‘If your enemy is hungry, feed him; if he is thirsty, give him something to drink. In doing this, you will heap burning coals on his head.’ It is contrary to human nature to act this way. Everything within us cries out for justice or vengeance when evil acts are perpetrated. Yet breaking the cycles of violence is possible. In July 2008 in Prague I had the privilege of meeting one of the most extraordinary Baptist leaders in our Baptist World Alliance, Archbishop Malkhaz Songulashvili. His extraordinary appearance of monastic robes with a long beard and long hair like the Orthodox clergy of his native Republic of Georgia stood out in our ranks. One evening at the BWA meetings there was a focus on peace and reconciliation issues and three people had been asked to talk about their work. Malkhaz did not speak that evening about how he had won over the bitterest enemy of Evangelical Christians in the country, an encounter that was highlighted in many religious news broadcasts: After having engaged in serious mischief for five years, Basil Mkalavishvili, a defrocked Orthodox priest, was finally arrested in 2005. His crimes included torching a building simply because it contained 17,000 Baptist-owned Bibles. At the dramatic public trial of Mkalavishvili and several followers, the Archbishop walked up to their cage and forgave them. Asked by the defence about damages, the Baptist demanded “nothing except the red wine which we will drink together when they are set free”. The overwhelmed ex-priest responded in kind, later sending icons and cake to Baptist headquarters. After the priest was nevertheless sentenced to six years in prison, the Archbishop wrote: “In the past we were praying that Mkalavishvili be arrested. Now we are praying that he be released.” [William Yoder, Smolensk, 14 June 2013, press officer for Russian Baptists]. However, he did speak about the difficult problem of relating to Chechen Muslim refugees in Georgia knowing that some of them had murdered many Baptist men women and children in their native Chechnya. He confessed his hard feelings against these Chechen refugees driven out of their homeland by the Russian army. Eventually these words of Scripture in Romans 12:20 convinced him they ought to offer them food. It was no easy matter on both sides as the Muslim Chechens assumed the food must be poisoned after all they had killed the Baptists in their native land. However, they were starving and with great reluctance tucked into wholesome food. It stunned them that such love could be shown in the face of such prior hatred. The leading imam in the camp publicly apologised for the actions of his people against the small Baptist community in Chechnya. Pledging to right the wrong when they went home. William Yoder’s later press release reported on that encounter: Songulashvili has fought for understanding with the Muslim minority and refugees from war-torn Chechnya. After the publication of a translation of the Koran in contemporary Georgian in 2006, he thanked God for it in a worship service at Peace Cathedral. A refugee imam from Chechnya is quoted as promising: “When I return to Grozny, I will do two things: I will build a new mosque because ours was destroyed by the Russians. I will also build a Baptist church because the Baptists were the only people with us in our time of need.” [William Yoder, Smolensk, 14 June 2013]. The cost of walking this road will always be incredibly high, but our brother from Georgia had demonstrated that it can work in practice. Are we willing to take the risk on a much smaller scale wherever God has placed us to be peace-makers? Who knows what might be accomplished by you or me under the guidance of the Holy Spirit?

5. Overcoming evil with good (Romans 12:21)

(a)An exhortation to stand firm   Do not be overcome by evil… (Romans 12:21a) There is always enough evil around to which we might succumb. However, through the enabling power of the Spirit there are always sufficient resources to stand against evil. Remember 1 John 4:4: You dear children, are from God and have overcome them, because the one who is in you is greater than the one who is in the world.  Do you need to be reminded of this truth today?
(b) An exhortation to take action … but overcome evil with good (Romans 12:21b) John Perkins was a gifted black preacher in Mississippi who had done a significant work for God within his own black community. However, the events of 7 February 1970 were to change his life forever. He and two colleagues went to the jail at Brandon, Mississippi to post bail for a handful of black students who had been arrested for taking part in a civil rights march. Much to their horror they were severely beaten and tortured by the five deputy sheriffs and several traffic policemen simply because they were black community leaders. Perkins was beaten into an unconscious state and his colleagues in the prison cell with him thought he might die from his injuries. In his weak state he realised the weakness not the strength of their attackers. ‘When I saw that, I just couldn’t hate back. I could only pity them. I said to God that night, ‘God if You will get me out of this jail alive –and I didn’t think I would, maybe I was trying to bargain with him –‘I really want to preach a gospel that will heal these people too.’ Perkins went on to lead a successful reconciliation ministry bringing Whites and Blacks together in a truly difficult setting. [cited by James Boice, Romans, Vol.4, p. 1631]. 
How can we practise the principles promoted here?
(i)Remember with deep gratitude God’s goodness to you Jesus’ parable of the unmerciful servant in Matthew 18:21-35. This man was forgiven an incredible amount by the king in Jesus’ story, but he was unwilling to share this grace with a fellow slave who owed a modest sum of money to him. How often do I remember to thank God for His goodness to me?

(ii) Remember the example of Jesus His attitude to His enemies on the cross was to ask for God’s forgiveness for them (Luke 23:34). He was practising what He had proclaimed in the Sermon on the Mount. For if you forgive other people when they sin against you, your heavenly Father will also forgive you. 15 But if you do not forgive others their sins, your Father will not forgive your sins (Matthew 6:14-15). How seriously do I take these words?

(iii) Remember the resources Jesus provides I am the true vine, and My Father is the gardener. 2 He cuts off every branch in Me that bears no fruit, while every branch that does bear fruit He prunes so that it will be even more fruitful. 3 You are already clean because of the word I have spoken to you. 4 Remain in Me, as I also remain in you. No branch can bear fruit by itself; it must remain in the vine. Neither can you bear fruit unless you remain in Me. ‘I am the vine; you are the branches. If you remain in Me and I in you, you will bear much fruit; apart from Me you can do nothing (John 15:1-5). Will we take Him up on His divine resources? for Jesus’ sake Amen

Questions for reflection: 

‘Who do I struggle the most to get on with at this time? ‘Is there something I might say or do that could change it in 2023?’ 

Or is there someone else I can assist address the struggles they are going through at this time?’ 
Song: ‘Build my life’

Pat Barrett - Build My Life (Lyric Video) (ft. Cory Asbury) - YouTube
The Lord’s Supper 
Jesus invites all Christian who have committed their lives to follow Him to participate in this act of worship. 
The apostle Paul wrote these words of Scripture in I Corinthians 11:23-26 to guide our observance of Communion.

For I received from the Lord what I also passed on to you: the Lord Jesus, on the night He was betrayed, took bread, 24 and when He had given thanks, He broke it and said, ‘This is My body, which is for you; do this in remembrance of Me.’ 25 In the same way, after supper He took the cup, saying, ‘This cup is the new covenant in My blood; do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of Me.’ 26 For whenever you eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until He comes.  
Prayer: Choose your own words of prayer to give thanks for the bread and wine that represent the costly gift of His body and blood for us.

Take the bread: Jesus said: ‘This is My body, which is for you; do this in remembrance of Me.
Take the wine: Jesus said: This cup is the new covenant in My blood; do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of Me.’

Closing Song: ‘O Church Arise’

O Church Arise - Keith and Kristyn Getty - YouTube
Closing Prayer:  
Let us pray - God of love,
open our hearts to each other.
Give us the courage to resist oppression.
Help us protect the world from evil.
Give us the wisdom to see ourselves as we truly are.
Give us the vision to see you and hear your voice.
Give us the courage to answer your call
Grant us the endurance to use our gifts
for the purpose of your realm.
Work your transforming love within us
that we may know your will
and serve you with joy. Amen.
Benediction:  The Grace 

  May the Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,

                             the love of God 

                             and the Fellowship of the Holy Spirit, 

                             be with us all evermore, Amen[image: image1.png]
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