
Broughty Baptist update Sunday 22 January 23 Romans 13:1-7 How should I view the government of my country
Intimations
Morning worship online starts at 10:30am on the Zoom platform; and at the same time in person in Panmurefield Baptist Centre 

JAM Kids’ focus: The JAM Kids programme takes place during this service today
JAM,  Young adults 10:30-11:45am, continuing our series in "How does God guide us - through his Word?" Psalm 119; 105 and a reflection on Psalm 1. Let us have a look for some real examples. Led by Gary Torbet & Olu Adegoke.
7pm - 8.30pm Breakthru Mafia is back!! Led by Aedan Shiel & Fergus Rice.
Followed by some worship, teaching, discussion on "Refuse to moan about the church" and some refreshments. Led by Gary Torbet, Aedan Shiel & Fergus Rice
The service today, Sunday 22 January 2023, is led by Alan McRobbie. Rev Brian Talbot is preaching the message and leading communion. 
Call to Worship: 
The Son is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation. For in Him all things were created: things in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or powers or rulers or authorities; all things have been created through Him and for Him. He is before all things, and in Him all things hold together. And He is the head of the body, the church; He is the beginning and the firstborn from among the dead, so that in everything He might have the supremacy (Colossians 1: 15-18).
Opening Praise: ‘All Creatures of Our God and King’
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kJRqM45Y8Gk  
Prayer:
Heavenly Father, 

Thank You for the blessings of this new day as we begin another week. We thank You for the gift of life and the other blessings we enjoy at this time.  In the midst of the busyness of life and its uncertainties we come to You as the One to whom we can turn with confidence and assurance that You understand and know us so well as Your children. You delight to hear our praises and to hear the requests from our hearts day by day.

   We come to express our gratitude for Your goodness to us over the past week through the good things we achieved or enjoyed and for the strength we needed to handle the difficult times or the hard situations we had to face from which we shrank back, but Your grace was sufficient for our needs. We thank You that You are Lord over all the universe You brought into being, and over us in particular as the people created in Your image. We can have confidence in Your governance of the world You created. To God be the glory, great things He has done. We ask once more for the forgiveness of our sins and the fresh empowering by Your Holy Spirit for the week that lies before us. We ask that You would speak into our lives from the Bible once more as we hear it read and explained today.  In Jesus’ name we pray, Amen.     
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be Your name,
Your kingdom come,
Your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation
but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are Yours
now and for ever.
Amen.
All Age talk: Why it’s important to obey!
Do you think your parent likes to hear you tell them that you love them? But do you know what your parent likes even more? They like for you to show them that you love them. How can you show your parent that you love them? I’m sure there are many ways such as helping them with chores, breakfast in bed as a treat, giving them a hug or to give them a gift that you made yourself. One other way that we can show our parent that we love them is by happily obeying them when they tell us to do or not to do something. Parents want their children to obey them to protect them and guide them. So, remember, your parent likes to hear you say, "I love you," but they like it even more when you show them that you love them by listening and doing.

Do you love Jesus? Do you think Jesus likes to hear you say, "I love you?" I know He does. But he likes it even better when you show Him that you love Him. How do you do that? He told us how. He said, "If anyone loves me, he will obey my teaching. My Father will love him, and we will come to him and make our home with him” (John 14:23). The Bible is full of things that Jesus taught us. You show Him that you love Him by obeying his teaching. So, it’s important that we are taught His teachings from the Bible. It’s not always easy to obey Jesus’ teachings but He will help us if we ask Him with a simple prayer each day. Something like this:

Dear Jesus, I love you. Help me today to show you that I love you by obeying your teachings. Amen.

All Age Song: ‘Majesty worship His majesty’
 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1Zontyn2TjE 
Prayer for children and young people before they go to JAM and JAM kids
Bible Readings:  Romans 13:1-7: 

Let everyone be subject to the governing authorities, for there is no authority except that which God has established. The authorities that exist have been established by God. 2 Consequently, whoever rebels against the authority is rebelling against what God has instituted, and those who do so will bring judgment on themselves. 3 For rulers hold no terror for those who do right, but for those who do wrong. Do you want to be free from fear of the one in authority? Then do what is right and you will be commended. 4 For the one in authority is God’s servant for your good. But if you do wrong, be afraid, for rulers do not bear the sword for no reason. They are God’s servants, agents of wrath to bring punishment on the wrongdoer. 5 Therefore, it is necessary to submit to the authorities, not only because of possible punishment but also as a matter of conscience.
6 This is also why you pay taxes, for the authorities are God’s servants, who give their full time to governing. 7 Give to everyone what you owe them: if you owe taxes, pay taxes; if revenue, then revenue; if respect, then respect; if honour, then honour.
I Timothy 2:1-3:

I urge, then, first of all, that petitions, prayers, intercession and thanksgiving be made for all people – 2 for kings and all those in authority, that we may live peaceful and quiet lives in all godliness and holiness. 3 This is good, and pleases God our Saviour…
Song: ‘Here I am wholly available’ by Chris Bowater

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lfRqttaWNnM&t=75s  
Prayer for others:  
Lord You have called us to be a people of prayer, first of all, that petitions, prayers, intercession and thanksgiving be made for all people – 2 for kings and all those in authority, that we may live peaceful and quiet lives in all godliness and holiness.
[If you live in another place, please insert your political representatives and leaders below for your prayers]

]
Lord we thank You for our local counsellors… name your local councillors before the Lord and pray for them…
Lord we thank you for our members of the Scottish Parliament and our MP in the Westminster Parliament….name them before the Lord and pray for them… 

Lord we pray for our Prime Minister Rishi Sunak and our First Minister Nicola Sturgeon …take a moment to pray for them today…

Lord we pray for King Charles III, King of the United Kingdom and the 14 other Commonwealth realms and other members of the Royal family … take a few moments to pray for them…
Help us Lord to be faithful in our prayers for those elected to serve us as our representatives in the different political offices, give them wisdom and guidance and we ask that You would help them to do their job well, for the good of the people they are serving, in Jesus’ name we pray, Amen 
In the Baptist Union of Scotland we pray for other churches:
This week we remember the different national networks of Baptist churches in Great Britain. This includes the Baptist Union of Great Britain whose affiliated congregations are overwhelmingly based in England; the Baptist Union of Scotland, our own national family of churches; and the Baptist Union of Wales. We remember too the Baptist World Alliance, the international body that assists its affiliated churches work together around the world. We pray your blessing on its wide range of ministries supporting its 175,000 member churches in 246 Baptist Unions and Conventions in 128 countries and territories, in particular as it prepares for its Annual Gathering in Stavanger, Norway, in July 2023, alongside the European Baptist Federation (EBF) ‘SENT Global Mission Conference’ taking place in the same location that week in Stavanger.   

  We also remember Bearsden Baptist Church on its fiftieth birthday and pray Your richest blessing on its next fifty years of work and witness in its community. We ask that You would speak to the church today through Your Word as John Mackinnon, their guest preacher preaches it in this service this morning.
We pray also for the other churches in Broughty Ferry, for Your guidance and direction for them as they serve You this week. We pray that together in our community we may honour and glorify God as we witness to our Lord through our words and deeds. 
In our own congregation:
Heavenly Father, we especially remember Jeanne Purvis and her family after Peter’s funeral, together with Fiona and Derek Anderson after the recent funeral of her mother, together with Craig and Alison O’Brien after the recent death of his sister. We continue to pray for Dorothy Galloway, Alison, Diane and other members of their family after Jim’s recent death. We continue to remember Alva and Hamid Ditta as Alva continues with treatment for her ongoing health problems. We pray too for Don and Ann Macleod, as Ann makes progress in her rehabilitation in hospital. We continue to pray for Lowrie, Nicola Livie’s brother, that he too may be restored to health and strength; and for John and Pat Asbury as John recuperates at home after surgery in hospital.
  We pray too for all those with ongoing health needs including, Ellen Brown, Judy Blackwell, John Cairney, Mary Davidson, Aileen Goudie, Sam Horn and Bill Turner. We pray also for others who are not able to gather with us who are at home or in residential care, including Robin Goudie, Jeanne Purves, Joyce and Jim Lynn, Betty Watson, Mary Vallis, Gwen Paterson, Judy Blackwell and Jim Black. 

We leave a time of silence now for you to name any other people in need of prayer who God lays on your heart. ….

We pray that you would bring your comfort, your healing and a sense of your loving presence to each one for whom we have prayed. We bring all these prayers that You would be glorified, Amen
Song: ‘Here I am wholly available’ by Chris Bowater

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lfRqttaWNnM&t=75s  
The Message: Romans 13:1-7: How should I view the government of my country?
Introduction

How should I view the government of my country? This is in principle – not my view of which party is in power at any particular time. Individual governments will vary in effectiveness and will have different priorities on some issues that may be crucial in determining how you might chose to vote in an election. If you were born in this country, or indeed in most other countries it is very likely that you are entitled to hold a passport and be able to exercise all the rights of a citizen of the country in adult life. However, as a citizen what are my rights and my responsibilities? Do I have to do everything that the State demands? Do I have a right to say ‘no’ I will not obey a piece of legislation passed by the Government in Westminster or Edinburgh? As a follower of Jesus Christ – if what the Government demands from me is incompatible with my convictions; is my primary loyalty and obedience to the State or to God?  This issue arose very early in the life of the Early Church in Jerusalem when Peter and John were arrested for preaching the god news and in Jesus’ name laying hands on a lame man who subsequently reported that God had healed him. The Jewish religious court, the Sanhedrin, ordered the apostles not to speak further about Jesus to the wider public audience in Jerusalem and to restrict their preaching to the smaller numbers of those already followers of Jesus. In Acts 4:17-21 it states:  But to stop this thing from spreading any further among the people, we must warn them to speak no longer to anyone in this name.’18 Then they called them in again and commanded them not to speak or teach at all in the name of Jesus. 19 But Peter and John replied, ‘Which is right in God’s eyes: to listen to you, or to Him? You be the judges! 20 As for us, we cannot help speaking about what we have seen and heard.’
21 After further threats they let them go. They could not decide how to punish them, because all the people were praising God for what had happened. Over the centuries there have been different attitudes taken to church-state relations. For example, in some countries, like Russia today, the Russian Orthodox Church leader Patriarch Krill effectively leads the church as the religious arm of the state. This is disastrous, as that church in effect is morally responsible in due course to account for the war crimes committed in Ukraine. By contrast, in the UK most church leaders have been critical of the UK Government's involvement in the second Gulf War in Iraq (2003-2011). There is always a distinction to be made between support for individual members of the Armed Forces engaged in operations that are legal and carried out in line with the Geneva Conventions, and our attitude to the politicians who sent them on these missions. How have our Baptist churches viewed our relations with the State? We have always taught the separation of Church and State where each entity has its respective responsibilities and seeks to work constructively by the other but not be controlled by it. It was Baptist minister Thomas Helwys in his 1612 work, The Mystery of Iniquity who first outlined this position. Charles I sent him to the Tower of London until his death for daring to question his position as an absolute monarch! In the most quoted passage from this work Helwys wrote: "For we do freely profess that our lord the king has no more power over their consciences than over ours, and that is none at all. For our lord the king is but an earthly king, and he has no authority as a king but in earthly causes. And if the king’s people be obedient and true subjects, obeying all human laws made by the king, our lord the king can require no more. For men’s religion to God is between God and themselves. The king shall not answer for it. Neither may the king be judge between God and man. Let them be heretics, Turks, Jews, or whatsoever, it appertains not to the earthly power to punish them in the least measure. This is made evident to our lord the king by the scriptures" (Joe Early, Jr, the Life and Writings of Thomas Helwys, p. 209). Baptists and many other Evangelical Christians who hold to this understanding of relations between the Church and the State are very thankful to this pioneer of our convictions who first proclaimed this principle. Some secular scholars are quite mistaken in thinking that this aspect of human rights thinking emerged out of the much later French Revolution or the so-called European Enlightenment. There are plenty of Christian writers in both the UK and USA who articulated these convictions long before such ideas were raised by more secular writers.
1. The Principle (Romans 13:1-2)
Let everyone be subject to the governing authorities, for there is no authority except that which God has established. The authorities that exist have been established by God. 2 Consequently, whoever rebels against the authority is rebelling against what God has instituted, and those who do so will bring judgment on themselves. 
(a)Human Governments are established by God There is a requirement in order for human societies to function effectively for Governments to be appointed. God ordained that rulers be given their place. A small number of Christians with others of more secular persuasions in the seventeenth century, tragically, took up arms against the Government because they wished only Jesus to be head of state! Romans 13:1 indicates very clearly that such a view is unbiblical. Paul’s words written around 55AD are crucial in his political context as the Jewish Roman War of AD66-70 that destroyed Israel and left the majority of its citizens dead or in captivity as slaves was one that Christians of Jewish background chose not to participate in it. This choice led to a bitter split with Orthodox Judaism now led exclusively by Pharisees. Respect where it can be given is due to a government in power in a given country. In Romans 9:17 Paul quoted Exodus 9:16 to remind his readers of God’s view of the Pharaoh in power in Egypt at the time of Moses. ‘I raised you up for this very purpose, that I might display My power in you and that My name might be proclaimed in all the earth.’ In this case it was for judgement for his dynasty’s cruelty to minorities. The most remarkable words are spoken by God concerning the first Persian Emperor Cyrus in Isaiah 45:1:‘This is what the Lord says to His anointed, to Cyrus, whose right hand I take hold of to subdue nations before him and to strip kings of their armour, to open doors before him so that gates will not be shut: Cyrus was an astonishingly gifted and good ruler, in fact one of the greatest in ancient history. Yet the language used concerning this pagan ruler is messianic in form – so highly was he viewed by God for the good things he did. In our representative democracies of the present day we may not have voted for the governing party or parties, but it is our duty to honour those who have been voted into office. We are not required to agree with all their policy decisions or priorities but we must pray for them that good may come for the people from their time in power. Paul wrote these words to Timothy in 1 Timothy 2:1-3: I urge, then, first of all, that petitions, prayers, intercession and thanksgiving be made for all people – 2 for kings and all those in authority, that we may live peaceful and quiet lives in all godliness and holiness. 3 This is good, and pleases God our Saviour; 

(b) Human Governments can never command unqualified obedience from citizens On 8 October 1985 prominent South African church leader Michael Cassidy was granted an interview with President P.W. Botha. Cassidy was well known for opposing apartheid and arranging Billy Graham style evangelistic crusades in the country but on a multi-racial basis despite the segregation laws in place at the time. President Botha began the meeting by reading the opening verses of Romans 13 to his guest, assuming that this was a legitimate way of rejecting criticism of apartheid rule. It would be a lost opportunity at that time for national reconciliation. His successor F.W. de Clerk knew as a Christian that this policy was indefensible and would work with Nelson Mandela to bring about the later changes. A more significant moment came in 1957 in South Africa when Hendrik Verwoerd, then Minister of Native Affairs put the ‘Native Laws Amendment Bill’ through parliament, in order to segregate South Africans into their respective racial groups requiring them to live work and socialise in different geographical locations. The Anglican Bishop of Cape Town, the gentle Geoffrey Clayton called his bishops together to formulate a letter to the Government indicating that if the bill were to become law ‘he would be unable to obey it or counsel our clergy and people to do so’. Under the strain of this action he died the following day (John Stott, Romans, pp.342-343). Yet there are real difficulties in drawing the line as to the boundaries of obedience to the State. What, for example, should a Christian do living in the so called ‘Donetsk People’s Republic’, initially formed by a Russian-backed militia in 2014 and now annexed by Russia on 21 February 2022? Should he/she remain loyal to the Kyiv government recognised by the rest of the world and risk possible imprisonment or death or? It is easy to make a choice living in freedom here in our country, but incredibly tough for people living in places like Donetsk. Another question is this: What should we do as Christians in a context where the State actively persecutes us on the basis of our faith or passes other laws that are immoral or unjust? What are the legitimate boundaries of civil disobedience? What price are we willing to pay for our principles when authorities make mistakes? Most Bible commentators make reference to Revelation 13:1-10 which is a parallel passage to Romans 13:1-7, but in a context of a state killing Christians for their faith. John’s observation there in Revelation 13:10: This calls for patient endurance and faithfulness on the part of the saints was a sober reminder of the cost of being faithful to Jesus.  

(c) The example of Jesus (John 18:28-19:16) The charge sheet against Jesus was that He had set Himself up as a king in opposition to the Roman authorities. His exchange with Pilate in John 18:36-38 reveals that the Roman official quickly grasped that the charges were false. 36 Jesus said, ‘My kingdom is not of this world. If it were, my servants would fight to prevent my arrest by the Jewish leaders. But now my kingdom is from another place.’ 37 ‘You are a king, then!’ said Pilate. Jesus answered, ‘You say that I am a king. In fact, the reason I was born and came into the world is to testify to the truth. Everyone on the side of truth listens to me.’ 38 ‘What is truth?’ retorted Pilate. With this he went out again to the Jews gathered there and said, ‘I find no basis for a charge against him. If Jesus had been unwilling to recognise the Roman authorities’ position He could have said so clearly without making His position worse from the human point of view. A short time later, recorded in John 19:10-12a Jesus clarified the relationship of God’s people with the State as one of due obedience to human rulers, but offering only ultimate obedience to God. 0‘Do you refuse to speak to me?’ Pilate said. ‘Don’t you realise I have power either to free you or to crucify you?’11 Jesus answered, ‘You would have no power over Me if it were not given to you from above. Therefore the one who handed Me over to you is guilty of a greater sin.’ 12 From then on, Pilate tried to set Jesus free…  There must be a separation of Church and State, but not of God and State! When the state violates God’s law in its decrees then our loyalty is to God not to the state which has forfeited our allegiance in that matter.
(d)The limitations of our obedience (i) In general morality Courageous Christians in Nazi-controlled Europe declined to hand over Jews to be gassed, but sought to hide or in other ways to assist them resist such evil decrees in the mid-twentieth century. If only more people had taken such a stance the evils that happened might have been greatly reduced or prevented altogether. In our day members of the medical profession declining in participate in the killing of innocent lives currently with respect to the vast majority of abortions and possibly in the future with respect to the elderly and terminally ill people should do so because of the clear biblical teaching about the sacredness of life. The Egyptian state made unacceptable demands on Hebrew midwives around the time of the birth of Moses in Exodus 1:15-17. The king of Egypt said to the Hebrew midwives, whose names were Shiphrah and Puah, 16 ‘When you are helping the Hebrew women during childbirth on the delivery stool, if you see that the baby is a boy, kill him; but if it is a girl, let her live.’ 17 The midwives, however, feared God and did not do what the king of Egypt had told them to do; they let the boys live. Christian employees should naturally refuse to lie for their employers in their daily work, misrepresenting a product or claiming payments have been processed when this is not the case. Likewise Christian employers must only ask their employees to do what is ethically acceptable. In academic work at school, university or the academic publishing plagiarism is a boundary that cannot be crossed. Some other people will prosper doing these things, but we must have standards we hold to regardless of how other people behave. (ii) with respect to the practise and propagation of our faith The State has no right to interfere with what happens in church services and should permit all faiths and those of other belief systems to both hold their opinions and propagate them to people outside their ranks. The Acts 4 example cited earlier makes this very clear. (iii) The boundaries of civil disobedience We rightly commend Ghandi for his non-violent campaigns in India and Martin Luther King’s similar Civil Rights actions in America. However, we have no right to engage in violent protests against the Government. Our media is hypocritically outraged when a few abortion practitioners are killed outside their clinics in America, but is silent when non-violent silent protesters are shot dead despite engaged in legally permitted protests. In neither case would we believe this action is acceptable - life is sacred. There are very real difficulties in civil wars and the taking up of arms in such conflicts. But in most contexts the boundaries are fairly clear about the limits of civil disobedience.  
2. The Purpose (Romans 13:3-5)

(a)The power of Government 3For rulers hold no terror for those who do right, but for those who do wrong. Do you want to be free from fear of the one in authority? Then do what is right and you will be commended. 4 For the one in authority is God’s servant for your good. But if you do wrong, be afraid, for rulers do not bear the sword for no reason. They are God’s servants, agents of wrath to bring punishment on the wrongdoer. Although we don’t like to imagine it Governments do not function like voluntary agencies such as charities or churches. They may invite you to do things, but give a time limit by which compliance is expected or else there are punishments which may follow. Depending on the nature of the Government the range of sanctions may be modest, but Western democracies have assisted the USA in what is called the ‘extraordinary rendition’ of individuals, followed by incarceration at Guantanamo Bay in Cuba with respect to prisoners deemed unsuitable for public trials. Then the range of unpleasantness increases to the ultimate extremes of North Korea and Islamic State. Governments have plenty of power and should they feel their resources are insufficient a democratic regime can simply legislate more powers for itself to control the population. The myth of democratic governance is that every four or five years the voters can change the people running the country. From a Christian perspective the differences between the four major parties who might be in Government after the next Westminster or Edinburgh elections on many moral issues is so small in many respects that it will be another similar secular government ‘business as usual’ approach, even if the faces change.  On the whole, we have had broadly good governance in the UK compared to the majority of countries, but our freedoms and blessings have been won in previous generations by those who campaigned for them. However, while highlighting some current weaknesses of our Governments, they have a duty to deter and if required to detain and put through the criminal justice system those who break the laws of the land. Law and order have to be maintained or the quality of life we all enjoy will deteriorate very rapidly. We need to pray for our police force and others involved at different levels in the criminal justice system. In places it is currently very stretched and barely fit for purpose. Overcrowding in our prisons is unlikely to aid rehabilitation and the reform programme which is required for the vast majority of prisoners who will re-enter society is extremely limited in many places. Prison Fellowship and Daylight Christian Trust and other Christian agencies working with prisoners and their families both inside prisons and after their release do an important work in helping to reduce the re-offending rate. 
 (b) The limitations of Government (i) Evildoers cannot be reformed by force The state may pass laws in parliament, but it cannot change people’s heart attitudes. It could be argued that outward conformity is sufficient from the state’s point of view, but that is less than adequate. Individuals may then simply obey the law when they fear retribution and ignore it with impunity if they think they will never be caught. There has to be a place for fresh legislation as the world is a constantly changing place but it can only be one tool in the ordering of society. (ii) Morality is not imposed by force Right and wrong ultimately come from God. Absolute standards of goodness or evil are defined by Him and human beings created in His image (Genesis 1:26-27) have the God-given capacity within us to make choices between good and bad choices and often between okay choices and better ones. The former are obvious issues over potential theft, immorality or other wrong choices; the latter may relate to issues such as making sensible choices about our diet and exercise; sleep and work patterns. God who values each person wants the best for our lives so if we wish to respect and honour each person created in God’s image, including ourselves, then we will genuinely want the best for each person; that will naturally direct ourselves and other people to God’s moral standards taught in the Bible. Proverbs 14:34 reminds us that: Righteousness exalts a nation and sin is a disgrace to any people. Remorse for getting caught may be the extent of the regret of many people for their past misconduct. However, the Bible speaks of something more fundamental that is required for the common good –repentance from sin. II Chronicles 7:14 which in context specifically applied to the nation of Israel, is a verse worth reflecting on in a secondary sense for our nation as well.  If My people, who are called by My name, will humble themselves and pray and seek My face and turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven, and I will forgive their sin and will heal their land. (iii) The importance of our conscience (Romans 13:5) Therefore, it is necessary to submit to the authorities, not only because of possible punishment but also as a matter of conscience. We know what we are doing and are responsible for our actions as human beings. Can you like Paul say, as he did on trial before Roman Governor Felix, in Acts 24:16: So I strive always to keep my conscience clear before God and man? Or as Paul a few weeks earlier had declared to the Sanhedrin, the Jewish religious court in Jerusalem in Acts 23:1: Paul looked straight at the Sanhedrin and said, ‘My brothers, I have fulfilled my duty to God in all good conscience to this day.’ Praise God when we can walk down the street and look each person in the eyes with a clear conscience that we have nothing to hide. Paul in II Corinthians 1:12 could make this bold assumption: Now this is our boast: our conscience testifies that we have conducted ourselves in the world, and especially in our relations with you, with integrity and godly sincerity. We have done so, relying not on worldly wisdom but on God’s grace. What does this mean in practice in relation to the Government? It means that we have a higher motivation than many other citizens for honouring the laws passed by Government even when we don’t like them; or in serving our employers in their absence –because of our conscience. We have a duty to be good responsible citizens. It is no surprise that committed Christians give significantly more money as a proportion of their salaries and more time in charitable work than the average fellow citizen. This ought not to surprise anyone. However, this conviction of obedience to Government, unless it violates God’s law, means that we have stronger grounds for resisting Government laws when it breaches its responsibilities under God. It is not only Christians who have a conscience and a passion for social justice, it is important to say, but we ought to be conspicuous in the ranks of those challenging the authorities when they step out of line. Let us honour people like William Wilberforce, Elizabeth Fry, Lord Shaftsbury, William Quarrier, Martin Luther-King and many others who in God’s name because of conscience have stepped forward to change society for the common good. 
3. The Practice (Romans 13:6-7)

6 This is also why you pay taxes, for the authorities are God’s servants, who give their full time to governing. 7 Give to everyone what you owe them: if you owe taxes, pay taxes; if revenue, then revenue; if respect, then respect; if honour, then honour. 
(a)Our Model is Jesus In Matthew 22:15-22 some Pharisees wanted to trap Jesus into opposing payment of the poll tax imposed by Caesar Augustus some years earlier. 17 Tell us then, what is your opinion? Is it right to pay the poll-tax to Caesar or not?’ 18 But Jesus, knowing their evil intent, said, ‘You hypocrites, why are you trying to trap Me? 19 Show me the coin used for paying the tax.’ They brought Him a denarius, 20 and He asked them, ‘Whose image is this? And whose inscription?’ 21 ‘Caesar’s,’ they replied. Then He said to them, ‘So give back to Caesar what is Caesar’s, and to God what is God’s.’ On principle: we have an obligation to pay our taxes. On principle it is wrong for politicians who didn’t pay their taxes here to impose tax obligations on other citizens today, that is hypocrisy. Likewise for the Scottish Government to pass a law around eight years ago preventing Scottish Councils from reclaiming outstanding taxes from people who had declined to pay their dues was wrong in principle and hypocrisy. (b) Our Practice As citizens we recognise that public services together with support for the most needy members of society must come from the public purse gathered through taxation. Therefore we will willingly pay our dues. Taxation ought to be graduated in accordance with income, that is the higher a person’s income the greater the amount they should contribute. The dubious tax evasion schemes available to the very wealthy in our land must be corrected so that fairness and justice is seen to be done in taxation and provision for the needs of all. Likewise, companies ought to pay their corporation tax and other taxes fairly. The scandalous practice of some of the world’s largest trans-national companies paying a pittance through dodgy schemes in a small number of smaller countries external to where they do the vast majority of their business should be banned. A lot more still needs to be done to ensure that this tax income is collected, not least in times of economic austerity when some in our society are facing very real hardships through no fault of their own. The state is created by God. May each of us willingly give service as citizens, both for conscience’s sake and for the glory of God, Amen 

Questions for Reflection: ‘How do I view the State and my role as an active citizen?’

                                      ‘How best can I encourage public servants who are doing good work? 

Song: ‘In Christ Alone’
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ljlsOQ269I4 
The Lord’s Supper 
Jesus invites all Christian who have committed their lives to follow Him to participate in this act of worship. 
The apostle Paul wrote these words of Scripture in I Corinthians 11:23-26 to guide our observance of Communion.

For I received from the Lord what I also passed on to you: the Lord Jesus, on the night He was betrayed, took bread, 24 and when He had given thanks, He broke it and said, ‘This is My body, which is for you; do this in remembrance of Me.’ 25 In the same way, after supper He took the cup, saying, ‘This cup is the new covenant in My blood; do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of Me.’ 26 For whenever you eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until He comes.  
Prayer: Choose your own words of prayer to give thanks for the bread and wine that represent the costly gift of His body and blood for us.

Take the bread: Jesus said: ‘This is My body, which is for you; do this in remembrance of Me.
Take the wine: Jesus said: This cup is the new covenant in My blood; do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of Me.’

Closing Song: ‘God the uncreated One (King Forever)’
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rswH9CSyWHk 
Closing Prayer:  
Thank You Lord that You created us as social beings to live not only as individuals, but in families and larger groups of people in communities and indeed in countries. We are deeply conscious that for large numbers of people to live and work in harmony for the common good, we need local, regional and national leaders to exercise roles in government. We pray for wisdom and guidance for ourselves at election times and in how we relate to our elected representatives during their terms of service. At this particularly difficult time, we pray for them that God may grant them both the wisdom and humility required to exercise leadership and to govern our land wisely. We pray that they would know Your blessing when they do their work well and that they in turn would be a blessing to us through their public service. Help us to encourage and where needed to challenge them to do their work even better in the coming days, in Jesus’ name we pray, Amen. 
Benediction:  The Grace 

  May the Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,

                             the love of God 

                             and the Fellowship of the Holy Spirit, 

                             be with us all evermore, Amen[image: image1.png]
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