
Broughty Ferry Baptist Church Christmas Day service 25 Dec 2022 10:30am John 1:10-13: ‘Good news to share’
Welcome
Morning worship online starts at 10:30am on the Zoom platform; and at the same time in person in Panmurefield Baptist Centre 

JAM Kids’ focus: Children who normally attend JAM Kids will participate with the rest of the congregation in the All-age service in Panmurefield Baptist Centre today.  
JAM, Young adults 10:30-11:45am, all attending this all-age service together today.
This All-Age Christmas service today, on Sunday 25 December 2022, is led by Rev Brian Talbot who is also giving the message. 

Candle lighting Celebrating Christ’s birth John 1:29: John saw Jesus coming towards him and said, ‘Look, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world!
Opening Carol (CMP 631) ‘Tell out my soul the greatness of the Lord’
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vz-FkqobgXY 

Opening Prayer including thanks for the offering for Dundee Street Chaplains
Heavenly Father, We are so thrilled to echo the words of Mary, who declared in her song: ‘My soul glorifies the Lord and my spirit rejoices in God my Saviour, for He has been mindful of the humble state of His servant. From now on all generations will call me blessed,
for the Mighty One has done great things for me – holy is His name. Lord, we are encouraged to realise that You delight to work in and through ordinary people who are seeking to follow You faithfully, day by day. Today, on Christmas Day, we are pleased to have this opportunity of taking time to come and worship and adore You as the Shepherds and Wise Men did so long ago. We give thanks for all those people who are working this weekend with those living on the streets, in care homes, in hospitals or in any other places. In particular, this year we want to give thanks for the work of the Dundee Street chaplains and their equivalent colleagues in so many other places. We thank You for all the people they have helped over the years and pray Your blessing on their continuing service into the coming year. We thank You also for our many blessings and ask that You would enable us to see and understand Your goodness to us directly and through the thoughtfulness and kind actions of other people. Speak to us today in our hearts and mind as we worship You in songs, prayers and the reading of and reflection on Your Word the Bible,  in Jesus’ name we pray, Amen. 

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be Your name,
Your kingdom come,
Your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation
but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are Yours
now and for ever.
Amen.
Greetings from Christians in some other countries 
Second carol: (CMP 589) ‘See Him lying on a bed of straw’  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=W1UI5Ko34XQ 
Children invited to talk about their presents
Did you expect any presents this year?  Did you have any surprises?

Did you tell anyone about what you received? 

If your present or presents were unexpected, was it or they better than you had hoped for or not? 
Bible reading John 1:1-14:  
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2 He was with God in the beginning. 3 Through him all things were made; without him nothing was made that has been made. 4 In him was life, and that life was the light of all mankind. 5 The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome[a] it.
6 There was a man sent from God whose name was John. 7 He came as a witness to testify concerning that light, so that through him all might believe. 8 He himself was not the light; he came only as a witness to the light.
9 The true light that gives light to everyone was coming into the world. 10 He was in the world, and though the world was made through him, the world did not recognise him. 11 He came to that which was his own, but his own did not receive him. 12 Yet to all who did receive him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God – 13 children born not of natural descent, nor of human decision or a husband’s will, but born of God.
14 The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the one and only Son, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth.
Prayer for others In the Church: - Gift tags and pens/ pencils –something to pray for this Christmas then put on the tree [or to take home for your own tree] – A few people will be asked to mention their items and lead in one sentence prayers.
Prayers for others: 
Lord, You demonstrated Your love for us by entering our world as a baby in Bethlehem, experiencing life growing up as a child in Nazareth, before teaching and modelling to all who would listen, the Father’s heart for His children and His plans and purposes for our lives in each generation. We bring our grateful thanks to You for all You have done for us and will do so in the future as we come to bring our requests before You in prayer. It is very fitting for us to pause to remember in our prayers other people this day, so many of whom experience the horrors of war, violence and social instability or extreme weather conditions that make even the ordinary tasks of daily life so difficult to accomplish.
    We remember those living in war zones for whom ‘Peace on earth’ seems a distant dream. We particularly remember those driven from their homes by the long-running conflicts in Iraq, Syria, Ukraine and Yemen, as well as in the continuing conflicts in Nagorno Karabakh,  and Ethiopia. 

We remember particularly today fellow Christians who are suffering persecution for their faith in places like Northern Nigeria, Somalia or North Korea. In particular we remember….   
We also pray Your blessing on other churches in our community and country, and indeed around the world as we share together in this celebration of the birth of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.

We pray for those who are homeless in our own land and other countries at this time and pray too for the magnificent volunteers and other full-time workers who make a special effort to reach out to those sleeping on the streets at this time of year. In particular we remember…

Lord, for many of us we have time off work or other responsibilities today but we acknowledge a debt of gratitude to those who have to work over the Christmas season, especially in the National Health Service caring for those who are particularly unwell.  In particular we remember…  

Lord, for those living in Care Homes and their carers we pray Your blessing on them today as well. In particular we remember… 
Lord, for those living on their own who may not have any visitors today, grant them the strength to get through the day without feeling too great a sense of loss, trusting that very soon family and friends or others who care about them will visit them. In particular we remember…
Lord, for ourselves and our families, they are precious to us.  This year most of us will spend time with considerably less people than usual, but we want to express our appreciation for the people we will be able to see. However, we want to bring our family members to You.  In particular we remember…

In our church today, 
We remember particularly Dorothy Galloway, Alison, Diane and other members of their family after Jim’s recent death. We pray that You would uphold and comfort them, and all others we know who have experienced recent bereavements at this time. We also pray for Fiona and Derek Anderson after her mother died yesterday. We pray for Your comfort and strength for each family member at this time.  

 We also pray for John Asbury and Ann Macleod in Ninewells Hospital that they may make good progress in their recovery of health and strength. Grant them and others in hospital at this time a sense of Your peace and love. We continue to remember Alva and Hamid Ditta as Alva continues to be receiving treatment in hospital, although as an outpatient. We are thankful that their children have come over from Pakistan and the USA to be with them at this time. 
  We pray too for all those with ongoing health needs including, Ellen Brown, Judy Blackwell, John Cairney, Mary Davidson, Aileen Goudie, Sam Horn and Bill Turner. We pray also for others who are not able to gather with us who are at home or in residential care, including Robin Goudie, Peter and Jeanne Purves, Joyce and Jim Lynn, Betty Watson, Mary Vallis, Gwen Paterson, Judy Blackwell and Jim Black. In Jesus’ name we bring our prayers, Amen
Third carol (CMP 697) ‘Thou didst leave Thy throne and Thy kingly crown’  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=P7w_z8o2SQI 

Message
John 1:10-13: We have good news to share
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1626rxTmjpO1lajRAtaj72tHorreoap1x/view?usp=share_link 
Pre-recorded video message
Introduction

What do you think will be the big news story in 2023? What good news or bad news will be most prominent in the media? Anyone who thinks they can answer these questions with confidence would be in a very small minority of people. We have had too many unpredicted events in recent years. Worldwide in 2020 the Covid-19 pandemic had an unparalleled impact on the daily lives of almost everyone alive on earth. In 2022, the war in Ukraine was yet another shocking event that has had such a deep impact on so many people’s lives both in Ukraine and in other European countries this year. Now on Christmas Day when we remember especially the extraordinary event of Christ’s coming into the world, we come to some of the greatest good news in history. The birth of that fragile baby in the manger was God’s remarkable gift of good news to the world. It is a good news story that is both old and yet ever new and relevant to the lives of people we encounter day by day. Have you received this good news and put your faith and trust in Jesus? If not why not do that today. As a Christian, looking back over this year, have you shared something of the good news of Jesus with another person who has not yet committed their lives to following Him?    
    At our local high school, approximately a decade ago, one of the then pupil chaplaincy team asked the chaplains at a planning meeting for Christmas if we could do something different for Christmas that year. When asked what they meant, the response caused momentary shock: ‘Can we do Christmas without Jesus this year?’ What the person meant was a focus on something other than simply retelling the nativity story as the person in question was convinced that all the pupils should know these basic facts. I am not so sure that we could be quite as confident that everyone would know it today, though the vast majority of people in our city should know at least the basic story of the first Christmas.  However, the choice of words used led to a lively discussion of the meaning and purpose of Christmas. In the end we had some excellent planned services for the various year groups with a superb video highlighting the Dundee Foodbank with comments from senior pupils about focussing on giving more than getting, and not just at Christmas but as a way of life. The Chaplains could of course then contextualise the contemporary scene within the wider context of God’s amazing gift to us that first Christmas. But the Christmas message is clear – we have good new to receive and good news to share!     
    What in particular does John want to highlight in these few verses? 

1. This is God’s World (John 1:10) He was in the world, and though the world was made through Him, the world did not recognise Him. 
Can you imagine having a special party in your home and one of your guests coming up and asking during the event: ‘I don't know you - who are you? It might raise questions in your mind about the invitation list! But there is plenty of ignorance around in the world today just as in Jesus’ day. However, you might be the person who has the opportunity to point someone to Jesus this Christmas. We never know what opportunities might come our way. 
     People in the First Century AD were expecting ‘something special’ to happen. This was true for individuals of a variety of religious backgrounds, as well as others who had no declared faith allegiance. Jewish people had no excuse. Seven hundred and fifty years earlier Isaiah had mentioned about the extraordinary virginal conception and birth of the Messiah. At the same time Micah had prophesied that he would be born in little Bethlehem near Jerusalem. God could not have been expected to give any more notice! Yet most people in the vicinity were too busy. They missed it. The birth of the one who created the world had happened in their lifetime (John 1:3). There could be no getting away from the fact that they had missed the most significant event thus far in human history. It may be sad for some people to miss the arrival of a comet or an eclipse of heavenly bodies, (when either moon passes between sun and the earth (solar eclipse) or the earth passes between the sun and the moon (lunar eclipse), but to miss the arrival of the Creator of it all was particularly poignant! What was the problem?  First of all, the people of no faith or other contemporary pagan faiths of that era had become increasingly conscious that the times had changed and the old beliefs and ways of doing things were no longer applicable for the generation in which they were living. However, it was so much easier to make general statements affirming this kind of point than to come to an agreement about what might be a possible way forward to take its’ place. There were numerous ideas and suggestions raised that were usually rather vague because no-one really knew what lay ahead of them in the future.

   It was different amongst the majority of Jewish people in the Holy Land two thousand years ago. The majority of them identified with the Pharisees who were the lay-leaders of the Jewish community. They organised and led the services in the local synagogues. The Pharisees were very clear what they were looking for – a Son of David who would be a military strongman who would lead them to victory over the Romans and restore the fortunes of their nation. It was a vision of social and political transformation, but it fell far short of the Biblical teaching about the Messiah. Christians have sometimes been very puzzled at Jesus’ concern that His claim to be the Messiah must not be mentioned in public by His first disciples until after His death and resurrection. The reason was abundantly clear that this Pharisaic vision of what the Messiah would be like was so engrained in the thinking of the people of that day that they would be incapable of seeing who Jesus really is – if the ‘Messiah’ word was mentioned in conversation. How do you view Jesus? Have you understood why He came to earth or have you still to recognise His identity? It is remarkable that some people can be fascinated by our extraordinary world and always wanting to find out more about it. Yet at the same time, they have no interest in encountering the One who brought the world into being. One thing that has been more noticeable this year is that there is a greater openness on the part of many people to consider new ways of thinking, this is good, but what is not so good is that it does not occur to many seekers to think that a church might be able to help them on their spiritual journey.  We have good news to receive and to share. It is too good just to keep to ourselves.  

2. This is God’s Son (John 1:11) He came to that which was His own, but His own did not receive Him. 

He came to that which was His own, but His own did not receive Him (John 1:11) (Even in His own land and among His own people, He was not accepted.' NLV) Could you imagine going to a family party this Christmas and being totally ignored? As if you were part of the wallpaper or furniture. How would that make you feel? You would certainly not be happy! An early night at home in bed might suddenly become more appealing than you had been willing to entertain before the event! In our land we have to admit that there are some people who are ignorant of the facts about Jesus. This ought not to be the case. Yet there is something worse than ignorance. Indifference is an ugly word to describe an unpleasant reality. I know I should do ... but I don’t care... I cannot be bothered... Yet what ought to be of much greater concern is of fellow citizens who have heard about Jesus, but who are unwilling to translate that into any meaningful attempt to follow Him. This is not a new problem. Over the centuries there have always been people in this position.     

One of the best known Anglican Chaplains of World War One, Geoffrey Studdert-Kennedy, wrote a poem some years after the war entitled: Indifference

When Jesus came to Golgotha, they hanged Him on a tree, 
They drove great nails through hands and feet, and made a Calvary; 
They crowned Him with a crown of thorns, red were His wounds and deep, 
For those were crude and cruel days, and human flesh was cheap. 

When Jesus came to Birmingham, they simply passed Him by. 
They would not hurt a hair of Him, they only let Him die; 
For men had grown more tender, and they would not give Him pain, 
They only just passed down the street, and left Him in the rain. 

Still Jesus cried, ‘Forgive them, for they know not what they do,’ 
And still it rained the winter rain that drenched Him through and through; 
The crowds went home and left the streets without a soul to see, 
And Jesus crouched against a wall, and cried for Calvary.
What might cause the people of Broughty Ferry, or where you live, or any other community in our land to be indifferent to Jesus? Sadly there are some people who have been so hurt or damaged by the words or actions of professing Christians that the human representatives of Jesus have given them a reason or an excuse not to honour and acknowledge Jesus as Lord of their lives. There are other people who cannot blame anyone else, but their priorities reveal that the Lord and attendance at His house has been squeezed out. For some people it is work and increased salaries that have too big a claim on their time. They have prospered materially but diminished themselves and often others in their families too in spiritual ways because Jesus has been forgotten. Maybe there are other reasons too, but we are all aware of people for whom we ought to pray that the Lord will restore their first love for Him and we trust see them restored to fellowship with Jesus. There is the possibility that there is someone here who is thinking that although they are physically in God’s house today that in their heart they had wandered away from God. If that is you then thank you for acknowledging it but please pray to the Lord to restore your love for Him and for His people and His work so that you can get back into the spiritual place where you ought to be as a believer. 

  It is absolutely astonishing, as Matthew chapter two records, that Jewish religious leaders could recite so easily from their Scriptures where the Messiah ought to be born; then be aware that their ungodly ruler King Herod was seriously interested in what the Bible was saying, albeit for the wrong reasons! In the light of a visit from the company of wise men and their supporters who had passed through Jerusalem from a distant land, probably Iraq, surely at least some of them must have been curious? Yet we have no indication that this was the case. Then and now there are people who have a head knowledge about Jesus, but have no personal desire to encounter Him or follow Him.  I hope each one of us has put our faith and trust in Him and is following Him today. 
3. This is my Saviour (John 1:12-13) Yet to all who did receive Him, to those who believed in His name, He gave the right to become children of God –  children born not of natural descent, nor of human decision or a husband’s will, but born of God. 

After two negatives John saves the best until last. There are those people willing to take the initiative and do something about their spiritual plight. It may be in the first instance that they are aware of a friend or family member that is praying for them, or in some other way witnessing to them? What is abundantly clear from studies of people who have come to faith in Jesus in the last few decades is that there has usually been a person or people known to them who have consistently lived out their faith in practice which has been a huge influence on that other person who has now come to faith in Jesus. Too often we can be discouraged and put off from witnessing to people close to us because of negative responses in the past, with the assumption that nothing will have changed. Yet how many of us needed several invitations to attend evangelistic events, services or courses before we too professed faith in Jesus?

   However, is there anyone here who knows about Jesus and is seriously interested in following Him but has yet to take that step?  Can I urge you to take it today? Each of us is personally responsible for our response to the good news of the Gospel. Listen to what John 112-13 states: Yet to all who did receive Him, to those who believed in His name, He gave the right to become children of God – 13 children born not of natural descent, nor of human decision or a husband’s will, but born of God. This could be you today, if you have yet to take that step. Don’t think that there are valid reasons for not coming to faith like not being good enough as none of us will ever be good enough, but God accepts us because Jesus was good enough to die in our place on the cross. He keeps us going on the Christian pathway by the power of His Holy Spirit, again because Jesus was good enough to save us for eternity. In Matthew 1:20b-23 Joseph was told these words concerning the child in Mary’s womb, by an angel: Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary home as your wife, because what is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. She will give birth to a son and you are to give Him the name Jesus, because He will save His people from their sins. Is He your Lord and Saviour? I hope no-one leaves this church today without being able to say yes Jesus is the One whom I trust with the whole of my life both now and into eternity, for Jesus' sake Amen.

Our closing carol: ‘Joy to the world’
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vZhgpb97y7Q 

Joy to the world, The Lord has come!
Let earth receive her King;
Let every heart prepare Him room
And heaven and nature sing
And heaven and nature sing
And heaven, and heaven and nature sing

Joy to the earth the Saviour reigns!
Your sweetest songs employ
While fields and streams
And hills and plains
Repeat the sounding joy
Repeat the sounding joy
Repeat, repeat the sounding joy
He rules the world with truth and grace,
And makes the nations prove
The glories of His righteousness,
The wonders of His love,
The wonders of His love,
The wonders, wonders, of His love.
Closing prayer
Thank You Lord for the most amazing good news revealed to humanity through Your coming to earth as a baby in Bethlehem. Thank You that the Old Testament pointers to Your coming were confirmed to be true. Thank You that we can trust Your Word today as we seek to live out our faith day by day in our homes and with our families; in our workplaces and as we socialise with friends. We pray Your blessing too on our times with our families and friends over the coming days in person or on-line, in Jesus’ name we pray Amen.  
Benediction:  The Grace 

  May the Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,

                             the love of God 

                             and the Fellowship of the Holy Spirit, 

                             be with us all evermore, Amen
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