
Broughty Baptist update Sunday 9 April 2023 Easter Sunday Who do you say I am?   Who are you looking for? 
Morning worship online starts at 10:30am on the Zoom platform; and at the same time in person in Panmurefield Baptist Centre
JAM Kids’ focus: it is an all age shorter service so the children will stay in the service
JAM young adults programme: all are staying in the all-age service this morning
This service is led today by Helen Rice.  Helen and Rev Brian Talbot will bring God’s Word in short messages. There is no communion in the live all-age service.
Call to Worship: 
Alleluia, Christ is risen!
He is risen indeed, Alleluia!
Praise the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.

He has given us new life and hope.

He has raised Jesus from the dead.

Alleluia. Christ is risen.

He is risen indeed. Alleluia.
Opening praise: ‘Christ the Lord is risen today’
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nzy7jFNUc3w 
We continue in our praise by singing: ‘Open the eyes of our hearts’
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FAjmd-IZA4s 
Opening Prayer
   Lord Jesus we welcome You here today. Open our eyes and our hearts today help us to see You, Help us to worship You, To learn more about You and to pray in faith so that we might grow in our love for You and for one another. Amen
Let us say together the words Jesus taught His disciples when He said:

'Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be Your name. 

Your kingdom come, 

Your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread, 

and forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors. 

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.       

For Yours is the kingdom, the power and the glory, for ever Amen. 
Video of the Easter Story:

Jesus' Crucifixion and Resurrection - Fear Gives Way: The Gospel Project for Kids (2019) - YouTube


 Talk 1: Who do you say that I am ? 
Helen
The Bible tells us that Jesus died on a cross, was buried in a tomb and then was raised to life on the third day. He is now with His Father God in heaven. So what does that mean? It means that Jesus is who He said He was.  He is the Son of God.

Jesus wasn’t just a good teacher like Judas believed he was. He wasn’t someone pretending to be God or lying as the Chief priest believed. He wasn’t just a good man as Pilate believed, but as the Roman Centurion realised as he stood at the foot of the cross when Jesus died, Jesus is the Son of God. 

As the Son of God, Jesus completed His rescue mission on earth, which was to make it possible for you and  me to become sons and daughters of God. 
The cross represents the most important things about Jesus. He came to Earth so that we could really understand who he is. He lived a life that helps us to see what it means to be God’s people. Jesus, died on the cross, even though He had not done anything wrong and He made a way for us to be forgiven by God even though we sometimes make bad choices. The reason that He did all of this is that He LOVES US and He wants us to be with Him forever

Let me show you how He did that with a cross. Look at the crossbeam…..where Jesus’ arms were stretched out wide in love. Jesus chose to pay the price for your sins and my sins, which means that he died for all the wrong things that we do, which the Bible calls sin. Our sins separate us from God both now and forever and we can’t change that on our own. Jesus, the sinless son of God, out of His incredible love for us, paid for your sins and paid for my sins with his own life …how costly that was for him……what amazing love. 
 Now look at the upright on the cross……it is pointing upwards. When Jesus died on the cross and rose again from the dead, He made it possible for us to come into God's presence…..the place where we can become children of God and part of His family.  Now that sin has been dealt with, there is nothing that can separate us from God's love. As we saw in the video earlier with Judas, the Chief Priest and Pilate, people will always act out of what they believe deep down. I wonder what you believe deep down about Jesus. Imagine that Jesus just walked into the room and is speaking to each one of us in turn. His question to each one of us is this: “Who do you say I am?” Let’s take a moment of quiet to think about how you would answer Him as we look at the cross. 

For God so loved this world He gave His only Son, and whoever believes in Him shall not die but have eternal life. He reigns over Heaven and earth. Who is this King? 
His Name is Jesus. He’s the light of the world. There’s freedom in His Name.
Song: ‘His name is Jesus’ https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KfaNmNmyBS8 
Prayers for others   
Heavenly Father,
  We come to give thanks for Easter Sunday, resurrection day! We are so grateful that we can gather freely to worship in our churches in this country, but we are also aware that an increasing minority of our fellow Christians are living with significant discrimination or outright persecution for their faith. We pray that they might know Your grace and strength to help them persevere through these tough times. 

    Lord, we continue to remember the people in East Africa and parts of the Middle East, together with the blockaded people of Nagorno Karabakh in Armenia that continue to endure significant food shortages primarily as a result of illegal wars and other violent actions that cause innocent people to suffer so unjustly Lord have mercy upon them. We pray too for those living directly in war zones like Ukraine and Myanmar that justice and a peaceful settlement of these conflicts may soon be found, even if we cannot see how this can happen in the near future. Prince of Peace, we plead for an end to the madness of all this war and killing.
   Lord, we continue to pray for our political leaders in our nation and others in the midst of all the challenges they are facing at this time. We pray for Your wisdom and guidance that they may each govern wisely and effectively for the good of the respective citizens in each country. 

   In this time of Easter holidays, we pray for refreshment for the teachers and pupils in our schools and other places of education as well as all other people having time off work to enjoy a change to their regular pattern of work. Lord, we thank You for this beautiful world in which we are privileged to live. At this time of year, the beauty of the spring flowers and the increasing joy of the bird songs remind us of Your goodness to us in so many different ways. We are truly grateful for all these blessings. 

   
In the Baptist Union of Scotland:
This week we give thanks for: Cowdenbeath Baptist Church; Crieff Baptist Church; Crown Terrace Baptist Church, Aberdeen and Culduthel Christian Centre, Inverness. We pray for Your blessing and guidance for their work and ministries. 
We pray also for the other churches in Broughty Ferry, for Your guidance and direction for them as they gather for worship today. We pray that together in our community we may honour and glorify God as we witness to our Lord through our words and deeds.  
In our own congregation: 
Heavenly Father, 

     We are so thankful for all Your loving kindness to us through all we have experienced this past week. We bring before You Moraig Piggot, Ellen Brown and Fergus Rice who have been in hospital. We thank You that they are now home and pray for further progress in the recovery of their health. We ask that You would encourage and strengthen them and their families through this difficult time.

   We also remember other people from the church that have had tough times with their health this week and pray for their healing at this time. We continue to pray for the restoration of health and strength for Charles Cain, Arlene Piggot and Sandra Savage after their time in hospital, and for Jan Ford as well at this time.   

    We continue to pray for the bereaved connected with our church, for Alison Blackwell, Hamid Ditta, Dorothy Galloway, Jeanne Purves and their respective families and friends. We ask that You would strengthen and sustain them through their times of sadness. 

        We continue to pray for, John Asbury, Jim Black, Ingrid Brodie, John Cairney, Mary Davidson, Robin and Aileen Goudie, Sam Horn, Joyce and Jim Lynn, Gwen Paterson, Mary Vallis, Bill Turner, Ann Steer, Ann McLeod and Anne Wallace 
We name others now in the silence who need Your healing touch and a sense of Your loving presence….
Lord, may they all feel Your comfort, strength and most of all Your healing.
We bring all these prayers to You in the mighty and powerful name of Jesus, Amen.
Bible Reading: John 20:1-18:
Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene went to the tomb and saw that the stone had been removed from the entrance. 2 So she came running to Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one Jesus loved, and said, ‘They have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we don’t know where they have put him!’3 So Peter and the other disciple started for the tomb. 4 Both were running, but the other disciple outran Peter and reached the tomb first. 5 He bent over and looked in at the strips of linen lying there but did not go in. 6 Then Simon Peter came along behind him and went straight into the tomb. He saw the strips of linen lying there, 7 as well as the cloth that had been wrapped round Jesus’ head. The cloth was still lying in its place, separate from the linen. 8 Finally the other disciple, who had reached the tomb first, also went inside. He saw and believed. 9 (They still did not understand from Scripture that Jesus had to rise from the dead.) 10 Then the disciples went back to where they were staying.
11 Now Mary stood outside the tomb crying. As she wept, she bent over to look into the tomb 12 and saw two angels in white, seated where Jesus’ body had been, one at the head and the other at the foot. 13 They asked her, ‘Woman, why are you crying?’ ‘They have taken my Lord away,’ she said, ‘and I don’t know where they have put him.’ 14 At this, she turned round and saw Jesus standing there, but she did not realise that it was Jesus. 15 He asked her, ‘Woman, why are you crying? Who is it you are looking for?’ Thinking he was the gardener, she said, ‘Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me where you have put him, and I will get him.’ 16 Jesus said to her, ‘Mary.’ She turned towards him and cried out in Aramaic, ‘Rabboni!’ (which means ‘Teacher’). 17 Jesus said, ‘Do not hold on to me, for I have not yet ascended to the Father. Go instead to my brothers and tell them, “I am ascending to my Father and your Father, to my God and your God.”’18 Mary Magdalene went to the disciples with the news: ‘I have seen the Lord!’ And she told them that he had said these things to her.
Song: ‘Led by a lamb to the slaughter’ 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0DZvps7EnEo 
Looking for clues about what happened that first Easter Sunday?

In Matthew chapter 27 it tells us that the tomb was sealed with a large stone. It was also guarded by soldiers and yet it was found to be empty when Mary Magdalene and the other Mary went there on the first Easter Sunday morning to say goodbye to Jesus.

While there are many times we hear of the risen Jesus appearing to His friends and followers in person, no one was ever able to produce a body to prove that Jesus was still dead.

In Luke chapter 24, we hear that Jesus appeared to His disciples. To show He was not just a ghost, He ate fish with them, showed His wounds, and allowed them to touch Him as living evidence.

In 1 Corinthians 15 verses 4 to 6 it tells us that Jesus was buried and was raised to life on the third day and after that Jesus appeared to more than 500 other believers at the same time.
 
Many of Jesus’ friends and followers went on to die for the fact that He had died and risen again. Would you be willing to die for something you knew was not true?

Talk 2: Who are you looking for?  

Brian
Introduction

We have all had those difficult moments, of course some more than others, of losing someone in a public place or turning up at what you thought was the agreed meeting point at a certain time and your family member or friend did not show up at the appointed time. For whatever reason, you were unable to make contact with them. Maybe that has happened to you recently? But it gets a bit embarrassing as the time goes by and the other person is nowhere to be seen. If it is an adult, at worst you can shrug your shoulders and think –at least tomorrow will be another new day and I can forget the frustration or disappointments of today as you set off back to your home or some other place! But what if it is your young child or children, or even an elderly parent or other vulnerable older person? In this scenario, a no-show for thirty minutes or an hour or even longer can feel like an eternity. What has happened to them? Depending on our personalities or personal circumstances, it can be easy to be overwhelmed by the pressure of the unexpected circumstances. We can struggle to think straight, our minds in a daze of ‘what if’s’ that might explain in a negative way the circumstances we are trying to make some sense of. Why is it we tend to assume the worst? Sadly, especially in this information age, we can so easily be informed about examples of where things have gone wrong or outcomes that we not only unsought, but so difficult to come to terms with afterwards. The events of that Passover week in Jerusalem in AD33 by end of Easter Saturday were as bleak as possible for the followers of Jesus. The overwhelming majority of them felt totally crushed and they were not looking for anyone, certainly not early on what we now call the first Easter Sunday morning.   

  However, this was not true of all the followers of Jesus. Mark 16:1-3 records: When the Sabbath was over, Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of James, and Salome bought spices so that they might go to anoint Jesus’ body. 2 Very early on the first day of the week, just after sunrise, they were on their way to the tomb 3 and they asked each other, ‘Who will roll the stone away from the entrance of the tomb?’ This small group of women at the first sign of morning light were going to pay their last respects, their final farewell to Jesus. There was absolutely no expectation of seeing anything but the body of a deceased man wrapped in burial cloths, as was the custom of that day. In John’s Gospel, the older apostle focusses in on one of the women, Mary Magdalene on that morning.  
     What was Mary thinking that morning as she made her way to the garden tomb? Did she recall the first time she met Jesus as a woman allegedly of ill repute whose life was a mess and whose involvement in the occult had led to her being possessed by demons? Jesus (Luke 8:2) had healed and delivered her, setting her free from what had enslaved her, bringing her into the true liberty that God has for us as His children. Oh how she loved God! Oh how she loved Jesus! However, on a cold spring morning with a chill in the air she had got up as the morning was barely a few moments old. The Sabbath was over and she could not wait till it was light to go to the grave of Jesus. Mary and her friends had agreed to meet at the tomb in Joseph’s garden to pay their last respects. ‘If only’ it could have been different! Maybe you have come here with your own ‘if only’ thoughts this morning. Disappointment over a relationship that had been so special that no longer is the case? Disappointment over a career that promised so much but had been drawn to a premature close by some person or people who had no particular interest in you? Disappointment with ‘the church’ because someone else let you down or rubbed you up the wrong way? Or most serious of all disappointed with God at the way life has turned out? Like Mary we can be hurting; like Mary we can be confused; like Mary we are searching here and there, but ultimately the only one who can provide what we need is the Lord Jesus Christ. 
1. The tragedy she felt so deeply (John 20:1-10)

1Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene went to the tomb and saw that the stone had been removed from the entrance. 2So she came running to Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one Jesus loved, and said, "They have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we don't know where they have put him!" 3So Peter and the other disciple started for the tomb. 4Both were running, but the other disciple outran Peter and reached the tomb first. 5He bent over and looked in at the strips of linen lying there but did not go in. 6Then Simon Peter, who was behind him, arrived and went into the tomb. He saw the strips of linen lying there, 7as well as the burial cloth that had been around Jesus' head. The cloth was folded up by itself, separate from the linen. 8Finally the other disciple, who had reached the tomb first, also went inside. He saw and believed. 9(They still did not understand from Scripture that Jesus had to rise from the dead.) 10Then the disciples went back to their homes

 It was not even dawn when Mary set off that first Easter Sunday morning. It was not a safe time either in the world of two millennia ago for a woman to be outside on her own before daylight, but on this occasion her personal safety was not a concern to Mary. Her heart was filled with sorrow, and tears would probably have streamed silently down her face as she made the journey to the tomb; a journey that passed without incident in the early morning gloom. The light of the new day was beginning to erase the darkness when her friends (Mark 16:1-3) joined her on the final part of that relatively short journey. It had never occurred to them that they would be unable to roll back the stone that kept the tomb sealed, a task they needed to perform if they were to anoint the body of Jesus with the spices they had prepared (Luke 24:1). However, the futility of their plans dawned upon them as they came in sight of the tomb. The purpose of these large stones was to deter gangs of grave-robbers from stealing possessions from the corpse of the deceased. A group of strong determined men with time to spare would be required to open a sealed tomb. To their surprise the stone had been rolled back. Who could have done it? Who had a motive to do it under the cover of darkness? Their initial surprise turned to thoughts of horror and sadness at the violation of His grave. There had been an epidemic of grave robbing around that time in Jerusalem. In the reign of the Emperor Claudius, twenty years later, this problem had escalated in different parts of the Roman Empire; as a result he passed a law imposing the death penalty on anyone caught and found guilty of carrying out this crime. A surviving inscription from Nazareth recorded that fact. The feeling experienced by these women might have been similar to a person or family coming home from holiday and finding your property has been burgled or some equivalent unexpected bad news. It was all too much for Mary Magdalene, the focus of John’s account here. Her Lord being murdered was bad enough, but for His grave to be desecrated as well was too much to bear. She ran off to call Peter and John. There is no doubt that they took her concerns very seriously. The speed of their journey makes that plain. They came and looked into the tomb. They spotted the linen wrappings that had surrounded his body and the cloth that had been around His head. John records these words: 6Then Simon Peter, who was behind him, arrived and went into the tomb. He saw the strips of linen lying there, 7as well as the burial cloth that had been around Jesus' head. The cloth was folded up by itself, separate from the linen. No grave-robber would have ever taken such care. It was as if the body had passed right through the clothes, like an empty chrysalis after the butterfly that had been inside has flown away. Luke’s account tells us that Peter went away wondering to himself what had happened (Luke 24:12). By contrast we read this of John: He saw and believed (John 20:8). What is the Scripture verse referred to in John 20 v9? It is probably Psalm 16:10: You will not abandon me to the grave, nor will you let your Holy One see decay. Jesus on many occasions had told His followers that He would die and rise again (eg John 2:21-22). It had never truly sunk in. For Mary and all the other followers of Jesus the sense of utter shock had overtaken them. 
2. The reality she faced so blindly (John 20:11-15)

11but Mary stood outside the tomb crying. As she wept, she bent over to look into the tomb 12and saw two angels in white, seated where Jesus' body had been, one at the head and the other at the foot.13They asked her, "Woman, why are you crying?" "They have taken my Lord away," she said, "and I don't know where they have put him." 14At this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing there, but she did not realize that it was Jesus. 15"Woman," he said, "why are you crying? Who is it you are looking for?" Thinking he was the gardener, she said, "Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me where you have put him, and I will get him." A few hours have passed the two men have come and gone leaving the women in the garden. Mary Magdalene is centre stage in John’s account. The narrator’s mental gaze is on this distraught woman. Jesus has been the focus of her life since her conversion –nothing else seemed particularly important. In her sorrow she stopped once more to look into the tomb. What she saw appeared to resemble the sight of the top of the Ark of the Covenant where two cherubims (angels) were on the mercy seat (Exodus 25:18-20) where the blood of the sacrificial animals had been poured out. What did it mean? We cannot be certain, but was it a pointer to the new way opened into God’s presence through the shedding of the precious blood of Jesus? This truth is made clear in the book of Hebrews (10:19f): 19Therefore, brothers, since we have confidence to enter the Most Holy Place by the blood of Jesus, 20by a new and living way opened for us through the curtain, that is, his body, 21and since we have a great priest over the house of God, 22let us draw near to God with a sincere heart in full assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled to cleanse us from a guilty conscience and having our bodies washed with pure water. The words of the angels were a mild rebuke to her in John 20:13: 13They asked her, "Woman, why are you crying?"  Mary, together with all the other followers of Jesus at that time, needed to look beyond their grief to the Lord. The reality was wonderful Jesus was already resurrected, but their focus was fixed on the sadness of the past. We too can be transfixed by the pain of past problems and failures. God may have blessings for us around the corner in the near future, but we are not in a position to receive them. Jesus was actually in the garden, but her sorrow kept her from the blessing. Do you need to ‘bury’ and release a past sin or failure and allow God to minister His grace into your life? Maybe He has already forgiven you but you cannot forgive yourself? Only when Mary’s vision began to range beyond herself and her plight could she sense the presence of Jesus –although at that stage she did not know it was Him (John 20:14); As we in the stillness put ourselves in her shoes that morning can we learn from her experience and seek afresh to sense in a spiritual way the Lord Jesus with us by faith. Notice Jesus did not initiate the encounter –He waited for Mary to notice Him. What patience He showed –where some of us, including me, might have rushed in with both feet! He waited to gain her full attention before He spoke to her (v15) essentially repeating the question of the angels (v13). All of us have had totally unexpected encounters with people and been thrown into momentary shock. We cannot remember their names –on a really bad day we might not even remember their face or appearance and become stuck for words! This morning do you like Mary need to fix your eyes on Jesus? As a Christian has one thing after another simply overwhelmed you to numbness emotionally, causing you to stumble in your faith? An older hymn has these encouraging words: ‘Turn your eyes again on Jesus –look full in His wonderful face and the things of earth will grow strangely dim, in the light of His glory and grace’ (CMP 712). Or are you here and you have thought about following Jesus but you have never dared take that step –will you have the courage to commit your life to Him today? Without Jesus there was no hope then and without Jesus today life will never contain the joy and blessing, even in our heartaches and trials that come from fellowship with Him.  
3. The Testimony She gave so willingly (John 20:16-18)

16Jesus said to her, "Mary." She turned toward Him and cried out in Aramaic, "Rabboni!" (which means Teacher). 17Jesus said, "Do not hold on to Me, for I have not yet returned to the Father. Go instead to My brothers and tell them, 'I am returning to My Father and your Father, to My God and your God.' "18Mary Magdalene went to the disciples with the news: "I have seen the Lord!" And she told them that He had said these things to her. 16Jesus said to her, "Mary." She turned toward Him and cried out in Aramaic, "Rabboni!" (which means Teacher). One word was all it took –the way He pronounced her name. Here reply was the highest title of respect for a Jewish religious teacher (rab, rabbi, rabboni in ascending order of respect). From the formal acknowledgement of a person’s calling, to a respect for religious leader, Mary takes the ultimate step in declaring rabboni in effect saying I am totally 100% committed to you for ever. She was overjoyed falling down at His feet and throwing her arms around Him. However there was a problem. Verse 17 tells us: 17Jesus said, "Do not hold on to me, for I have not yet returned to the Father. Go instead to my brothers and tell them, 'I am returning to my Father and your Father, to my God and your God.' Mary did not want to leave Him –but without her leaving to tell others the other disciples would miss out on the blessing of Jesus’ resurrection. The Early Church in Acts enjoyed being together so much that they stayed together in Jerusalem- not a problem in itself for a time, but who was going to get on with the work of witness and evangelism? God allowed persecution after the murder of the great Christian preacher Stephen to assist His people in doing what they had been asked to do in the first place. Acts 8:1: On that day a great persecution broke out against the church at Jerusalem, and all except the apostles were scattered throughout Judea and Samaria. This is a deep challenge to us. Am I living as a Christian in the way that I should? Or does the Lord need to allow some human circumstance to direct us to the place of service when we should already be? For Mary her eyes first had to be lifted off herself and her sorrow to Jesus; next she is trusting Him but needs to be prompted to share her faith with others. Is there something the Lord is prompting you about this morning? Will you listen to Him? How does this chapter of her story end in v18? 18Mary Magdalene went to the disciples with the news: "I have seen the Lord!" And she told them that He had said these things to her.
She was blessed by giving her testimony and so will we. The disciples did not respond as she had wished when she first shared with them –just as today most people who come to faith in Christ often take some months or a few years to come to Christ after they have first heard a meaningful explanation of the gospel. However, may we not miss out on future blessings because we have not shared the good news of Jesus with people around us. We are called to be a missionary people bringing the good news of Jesus to a lost and hurting even despairing world. Oh may God’s richest blessing be on each one of us this Easter as we pray for an opportunity to bless someone else with the good news of Jesus, though first of all may we come to experience it for ourselves and rejoice in its joy, for Jesus’ sake, Amen  

Question for reflection:  Who or what are you looking for today? Have you found someone or something that can satisfy your deepest needs?

The Lord’s Supper 
Jesus invites all Christian who have committed their lives to follow Him to participate in this act of worship. The apostle Paul wrote these words of Scripture in I Corinthians 11:23-26 to guide our observance of Communion.
For I received from the Lord what I also passed on to you: the Lord Jesus, on the night He was betrayed, took bread, 24 and when He had given thanks, He broke it and said, ‘This is My body, which is for you; do this in remembrance of Me.’ 25 In the same way, after supper He took the cup, saying, ‘This cup is the new covenant in My blood; do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of Me.’ 26 For whenever you eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord’s Death until He comes.
Prayer: Choose your own words of prayer to give thanks for the bread and wine that represent the costly gift of His body and blood for us.

Take the bread: Jesus said: ‘This is My body, which is for you; do this in remembrance of Me.

Take the wine: Jesus said: This cup is the new covenant in My blood; do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of Me.’
Our closing time of worship begins with ‘The greatest day in history’

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vlWPGWfIvwU 
We finish our response in worship as we sing: ‘Thine be the glory’ 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Tjz4yXUJrgU   
Closing Prayer: 
Thank You Lord that Easter Sunday AD33 was the greatest day in history up to the present day when Your power over even death itself was remarkably demonstrated through the resurrection of Jesus from the dead. We thank you that no situation is hopeless when you are in control of our lives. We can enter this new week with a quiet assurance that You can give us the strength to do all we need to do through the enabling power of the Holy Spirit. Help us to bring glory to You through all we do this week, in Jesus’ name we pray, Amen
Benediction:  The Grace 

  May the Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,

                             the love of God 

                             and the Fellowship of the Holy Spirit, 

                             be with us all evermore, Amen
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