
Broughty Baptist update Sunday 12 March 2023 I Thessalonians 2:1-16 The church: living lives worthy of Christ
Morning worship online starts at 10:30am on the Zoom platform; and at the same time in person in Panmurefield Baptist Centre
JAM Kids’ focus: takes place during the morning service today.
JAM young adults programme: 10.30am-11.45am: JAM, the second session in our series on Sermon on the Mount. "God's way to make a difference" Matthew 5: 13-16 led by Gary Torbet & Helen Sellarajah.
6pm - 8.30pm Special Breakthru with Andrew Bennett, Dundee YFC
Influencer for Jesus – How can we influence our friends for Jesus - a challenging evening with worship, discussion and teaching from the excellent Andrew Bennett.
This service is led today by Rev. Brian Talbot who will also bring God’s Word and lead communion.
Call to Worship:   Zephaniah 3:17
The Lord your God is with you, the Mighty Warrior who saves. He will take great delight in you; in His love He will no longer rebuke you, but will rejoice over you with singing (Zephaniah 3:17).
Opening praise: ‘King of Kings Majesty’ (MP1000)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZKAQvlEotc8 
We continue in our praise by singing: ‘Jesus be the centre’ (MP1076) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=884tPls01e0 
Prayer:
Heavenly Father, 
Thank You for this opportunity once more to gather in Your holy presence to bring our offering of praise and worship to You today.  We come with joy as Your children into the presence of our heavenly Father, knowing that You take delight in receiving our praises. Thank You for the privilege of being Your children. Thank You for the gift of Your Holy Spirit who indwells the life of each Christian prompting and guiding us to live in a way that is pleasing to You. Help us to bless You and honour You in the choices we make. We thank You for these words from the book of Zephaniah The Lord your God is with you, the Mighty Warrior who saves. He will take great delight in you; in His love He will no longer rebuke you, but will rejoice over you with singing (Zephaniah 3:17). Help us to live lives that please You, so that this overflow of joy pictured in heaven is a reality once again even this new week, in response to the way Your children around the world choose to live for Jesus. Purify us afresh we pray from our sins and strengthen us once more by Your Spirit for all the situations we may experience this week. Guide us also from the Bible and give us receptive hearts to sense what You may be saying to us today,  in Jesus’ name we pray Amen
Let us say together the words Jesus taught His disciples when He said:

'Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be Your name. 

Your kingdom come, 

Your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread, 

and forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors. 

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.       

For Yours is the kingdom, the power and the glory, for ever Amen. 
All Age Talk Mark 9:33-37 Who is the winner?

Two volunteers: for a challenge 

Who is the greatest?  Who won? Does it really matter?

In our lives we can so wound up sometimes over things that really don’t matter very much at all. We can forget what is really important in our lives or in other people’s lives.

The first followers of Jesus were having a niggly argument. Yes grown-ups arguing over who was the greatest or who was the most important in their group!  Jesus knew what they had been arguing about so He got them altogether at the end of their journey and asked them to explain what it was all about. No-one wanted to speak. They all knew that they had not behaved well as they should have done.  

Listen to what happened from Mark’s Gospel chapter nine verses 33 to 37:
They came to Capernaum. When He was in the house, He asked them, ‘What were you arguing about on the road?’ 34 But they kept quiet because on the way they had argued about who was the greatest.
35 Sitting down, Jesus called the Twelve and said, ‘Anyone who wants to be first must be the very last, and the servant of all.’
36 He took a little child whom He placed among them. Taking the child in His arms, He said to them, 37 ‘Whoever welcomes one of these little children in My name welcomes me; and whoever welcomes me does not welcome me but the One who sent me.
It is good for us to stop and think about what is really important to us. In our thoughts about other people; in the words that we use and in the way we live our lives.  May God help us to please Him by the good choices we make. 
Song: ‘Build your kingdom here’ 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jQ3EZbgeCaU 
Prayers for others   
Heavenly Father,
 We are once more so conscious of so many issues for which we could be praying for today. We continue to pray for the ongoing aid and relief efforts in Turkey and Syria to assist the millions of people unable to be in their homes or former homes at this time, on top of all the millions of others already displaced by many years of war in Syria. We pray that the international community will not lose sight of this humanitarian crisis and assist all those in need as soon as possible. Lord have mercy upon them all.

   We pray too for the people of Israel and the Palestinian Territories who have endured so much uncertainty over the governance of the Holy Land in recent weeks. We thank you for the many hundreds of thousands of concerned citizens in Israel who have held protests and vigils across the land in an attempt to support the President of Israel in his courageous attempts to stand up against the anti-democratic legislation being pushed through the parliament at this time. We are grateful that a number of other countries have sought to bring pressure on the Israeli Prime Minister and his government in recent weeks and pray that the voices of the majority of ordinary people for the retention of democratic governance and the independence of the judiciary will prevail in that land.

    We pray also for the people of Nigeria after their recent general election. We have viewed with deep concern the regular attacks on the Christian community in that country which the last government seemed to be making no attempts to prevent.  We pray that the new leader of the country and his government will place a higher priority on law and order and tackle the serious corruption that has blighted the lives of many ordinary people whose lives could have been so much better with good governance across that country. Lord in that country and in others where there are real concerns over their governance we ask for Your mercy and grace. 
In the Baptist Union of Scotland:
This week we give thanks for 
Castlehill Baptist Church, Bearsden; Castlemilk Community Church & Cathcart Baptist Church, Glasgow. We pray for Your blessing and guidance for their work and ministries. 
We pray also for the other churches in Broughty Ferry, for Your guidance and direction for them as they serve You this week. We pray that together in our community we may honour and glorify God as we witness to our Lord through our words and deeds.  
In our own congregation: 
Heavenly Father, 

Father, we pray for people in our own church who are struggling with health problems, have suffered recent bereavement or from isolation. We think in particular of Alison Blackwell and her family with the recent passing of Judy, as they prepare for the funeral next Tuesday, and also the Ditta family after recently losing Alva. In particular we pray for Moraig Piggot ahead of her forthcoming surgery. May you bring your healing touch, comfort & strength for Moraig and all the family at this difficult time. We pray for a full recovery from hip surgery for Sandra Savage and for Jan Ford after a broken wrist. We also pray for Charles Cain after his recent fall and time in hospital for the restoration of his health and strength.
  We pray too for Margaret Fowler as she settles back into her own home this weekend after making progress in her recovery of health while staying with family here. We pray too for Isdale Anderson’s father George as he settles into his new residential accommodation.
We continue to pray for Arlene Piggot, John Asbury, Jim Black, Ingrid Brodie, John Cairney, Mary Davidson, Robin and Aileen Goudie, Sam Horn, Joyce and Jim Lynn, Gwen Paterson, Jeanne Purves, Mary Vallis, Bill Turner, Ann Steer, Ann McLeod and Anne Wallace 
We name others now in the silence who need Your healing touch and a sense of Your loving presence….
Lord, may they all feel Your comfort, strength and most of all Your healing.
We bring all these prayers to You in the mighty and powerful name of Jesus, Amen.
Bible Reading I Thessalonians 2:1-16:
You know, brothers and sisters, that our visit to you was not without results. 2 We had previously suffered and been treated outrageously in Philippi, as you know, but with the help of our God we dared to tell you his gospel in the face of strong opposition. 3 For the appeal we make does not spring from error or impure motives, nor are we trying to trick you. 4 On the contrary, we speak as those approved by God to be entrusted with the gospel. We are not trying to please people but God, who tests our hearts. 5 You know we never used flattery, nor did we put on a mask to cover up greed – God is our witness. 6 We were not looking for praise from people, not from you or anyone else, even though as apostles of Christ we could have asserted our authority. 7 Instead, we were like young children among you.
Just as a nursing mother cares for her children, 8 so we cared for you. Because we loved you so much, we were delighted to share with you not only the gospel of God but our lives as well. 9 Surely you remember, brothers and sisters, our toil and hardship; we worked night and day in order not to be a burden to anyone while we preached the gospel of God to you. 10 You are witnesses, and so is God, of how holy, righteous and blameless we were among you who believed. 11 For you know that we dealt with each of you as a father deals with his own children, 12 encouraging, comforting and urging you to live lives worthy of God, who calls you into his kingdom and glory.
13 And we also thank God continually because, when you received the word of God, which you heard from us, you accepted it not as a human word, but as it actually is, the word of God, which is indeed at work in you who believe. 14 For you, brothers and sisters, became imitators of God’s churches in Judea, which are in Christ Jesus: you suffered from your own people the same things those churches suffered from the Jews 15 who killed the Lord Jesus and the prophets and also drove us out. They displease God and are hostile to everyone 16 in their effort to keep us from speaking to the Gentiles so that they may be saved. In this way they always heap up their sins to the limit. The wrath of God has come upon them at last.
Song: ‘When I survey the wondrous cross’  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2MF9tVfTMXs 
The Message: I Thessalonians 2:1-16 The church living lives worthy of Christ
Introduction

Personal integrity matters. We can all have some strengths and some weaknesses in the portfolio of abilities we bring to any situation. There are very few people who have top marks for everything. At a job interview, there are usually no perfect candidates who excel in every quality the employer dreams of acquiring. In a fair interview process, there can be a weighing of what one individual brings to the job in comparison with their peers who presented that day. But what if, in the interview, the candidate who had appeared on paper to be the best qualified individual, told a blatant lie about their qualifications or concerning their experience for the post. Would that course of action make a difference in the panel’s judgement of that candidate? Would it cause them to ask questions about information presented that they had neither the time nor the ability to check? In many contexts, I believe, it would raise significant doubts, because integrity matters. There are many things in life over which we have little control, but of the lesser number of things we can control is the way we choose to conduct our lives in our interactions with other people.

   What is this subject so prominent in this letter? It is because of what happened in this city in Greece in the weeks leading up to Paul and his team’s sudden departure from Thessalonica. The answer is found in Acts 17:5-10a: But other Jews were jealous; so they rounded up some bad characters from the market-place, formed a mob and started a riot in the city. They rushed to Jason’s house in search of Paul and Silas in order to bring them out to the crowd. 6 But when they did not find them, they dragged Jason and some other believers before the city officials, shouting: ‘These men who have caused trouble all over the world have now come here, 7 and Jason has welcomed them into his house. They are all defying Caesar’s decrees, saying that there is another king, one called Jesus.’ 8 When they heard this, the crowd and the city officials were thrown into turmoil. 9 Then they put Jason and the others on bail and let them go. 10 As soon as it was night, the believers sent Paul and Silas away to Berea. This city was bigger, in terms of its population, than Dundee is today. So for significant civil unrest to take place that is described as ‘a riot’, that was noticed across the city, it had to be a serious organised protest against this church-planting initiative. If we ask the obvious question- why was there such a reaction against them? The only information given is in Acts 17:4: Some of the Jews were persuaded and joined Paul and Silas, as did a large number of God-fearing Greeks and quite a few prominent women.It was exclusively because people were putting their faith and trust in the Lord Jesus! It appears that some people felt threatened by this turn of events. However, the unrest was so serious that during the night Paul and Silas, after consultation with local believers, left quickly and moved to a placed called Berea. It is likely that Paul’s critics who had stirred up the riots were claiming they were running away because they had said or done wrong things. ‘He ran away fearful that his behavior would have got him into trouble.’ Or he ran away because he was frightened of the opposition and went away to hide somewhere – what a coward!’ Whatever the allegations were, it was a full-fronted attack on the integrity of Paul and his colleagues. There are times when it is better not to challenge such behaviour, like when Jesus was on trial on Good Friday, that He stayed silent and did not volunteer any response to the allegations against Him. Yet, equally, as a Roman citizen, Paul knew that there were times when as a Christian if he did not challenge injustice perpetrated because of his faith, that other Christians would suffer similar or worse situations in the future. In this situation, I have no idea if he contacted the authorities, possibly not, but it was essential that he clarified his position with this newly-formed congregation. Paul will explain in chapters two and three of this letter how he and his fellow missionaries modelled an appropriate way of living.
 1. His approach in evangelism (I Thessalonians 2:1-6)
(a)It reveals perseverance (I Thessalonians 2:1-2) You know, brothers and sisters that our visit to you was not without results. 2 We had previously suffered and been treated outrageously in Philippi, as you know, but with the help of our God we dared to tell you His gospel in the face of strong opposition. Paul had kept his focus on his calling first and foremost because it was a diving calling. Remember what he wrote to the Christians in Southern Turkey a few weeks or a few months later in AD48. I want you to know, brothers and sisters that the gospel I preached is not of human origin. 12 I did not receive it from any man, nor was I taught it; rather, I received it by revelation from Jesus Christ (Galatians 1:11-12). The gospel is His good news for the world.  The Church to which we belong is primarily His Church, only secondarily ours. Our goal is primarily to please Him and to honour Him, only secondarily do we seek the approval of each other as followers of Jesus. When we have this higher perspective, or bigger vision, it brings out a clearer focus on what is really important in the Lord’s work. We must always seek to keep in mind that our local church as well as the broader work of the collective people of God is under the headship of the Lord Jesus Christ. Anything short of desiring a Christ-centred church is missing the mark of our calling. The author of the letter to the Christian church in Italy (the book of Hebrews), wrote these inspired words in Hebrews 12:1b-3: …let us run with perseverance the race marked out for us, 2 fixing our eyes on Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter of faith. For the joy that was set before Him He endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the right hand of the throne of God. 3 Consider Him who endured such opposition from sinners, so that you will not grow weary and lose heart. Our perseverance is motivated by our Christ-centred focus. We are called to follow in the footsteps of the One who modelled the way for His disciples even at the cost of His own life on the cross in our place. There will always be people that oppose us and seek to hinder God’s work, regardless of how gracious and accommodating we might seek to be in our Christian service. What we need always to keep in mind when the going gets tough and we may get discouraged is this response of Jesus to Simon Peter’s public profession of faith in Him, recorded in Matthew 16:16-19: Simon Peter answered, ‘You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God.’ 17 Jesus replied, ‘Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah, for this was not revealed to you by flesh and blood, but by My Father in heaven. 18 And I tell you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will build My church, and the gates of Hades will not overcome it. 19 I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven; whatever you bind on earth will already have been bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will already have been loosed in heaven. God’s plans for His Church to build His kingdom through the enabling power of the Holy Spirit will succeed on time and as He has planned it. If Isaac Newton, one of the greatest scientists in a previous century could declare that his discoveries were: ‘thinking God’s thoughts after Him’. How much more as we see people come to faith, as we see believers profess their faith in believers’ baptism; as we see people added to the church, as we see people serving in mission and ministries in Jesus’ name, we catch glimpses of the partial fulfilment now of something that will one day be glorious.  
(b) It displayed integrity (I Thessalonians 2:3-6) 3 For the appeal we make does not spring from error or impure motives, nor are we trying to trick you. 4 On the contrary, we speak as those approved by God to be entrusted with the gospel. We are not trying to please people but God, who tests our hearts. 5 You know we never used flattery, nor did we put on a mask to cover up greed – God is our witness. 6 We were not looking for praise from people, not from you or anyone else, even though as apostles of Christ we could have asserted our authority. ‘You have won a free gift’- have you ever had one of those phone calls informing you of some allegedly amazing news? It seems to have stopped, as I havn’t had one of these kinds of phone calls for at least four or five years. There was a time quite a few years ago when I got three calls informing me that I had ‘won’ a holiday for my family. Many of these scams are set up to get unsuspecting ‘winners’ to part with a little cash up front in the hope of receiving the amazing prize soon after. However, I expect that the majority of us now are on our guard and don’t jump for joy when a total stranger from an organisation we have never heard of calls to bring this ‘good news’. But coming back to the Gospel of Jesus, sadly, there have been examples of people who set themselves up as ministers or priests, prophets or apostles who were promoting a cause that only profited themselves and was far removed from the goods news that Jesus offers to us. A genuine servant of the Lord Jesus seeks to proclaim the amazing grace of God without conditions. Freely you have received, freely give… (Matthew 10:8b), was the message Jesus communicated so clear to His first disciples as they set out on a mission trip all those centuries ago.     
     In our evangelistic witness, we will seek to share the good news of Jesus with clarity and simplicity. It does not need to be embellished or sensationalised. It is the greatest good news anyone can receive, to have their sins forgiven and peace with God and a living relationship with Him through His Son, through the gracious ministry of the Holy Spirit. As a Christian, we are our own example of a story to share of our own faith journey. ‘Please, join me in following Jesus…’ is the message we are making known today. Have you put your faith and trust in Him? Have you known your sins forgiven and the beginning of that new chapter of life when the Holy Spirit is at work within you, helping you become more like Jesus? Are you praying for opportunities to speak about your faith, or to invite people to attend a Christianity Explored course, or a Sunday service, or to bring their family to Messy Church?  We must do this with the best of motives to honour the Lord. I thank the Lord that to the best of my knowledge that we do proclaim Christ or serve in our community with the best of motives. I also want to honour each one of you for honouring the Lord by our determination to do all we do in this church with personal integrity. We do not serve the Lord for material reward or for the praise of people, but that declaration from the Lord beyond this life: Well done good and faithful servant, enter into the joy of your Lord (Matthew 25:23a, c); as we live our lives this way, it is worthy of our amazing Lord and Saviour.       
2. His approach to pastoral care (I Thessalonians 2:7-8)

7 Instead, we were like young children among you. Just as a nursing mother cares for her children, 8 so we cared for you. Because we loved you so much, we were delighted to share with you not only the gospel of God but our lives as well. A Christ-centred, God-honouring church is one where there is a heart for the pastoral care of one another, to the best of our abilities. What is the imagery Paul uses to express his care and love for the members of this church? It is like a nursing mother cares for her children, so we cared for you. Take a moment to stop and reflect on these words?   Or think of a sentence to describe how you view your brothers and sisters in Christ in your local church? Or Christians you know in other places? Would we naturally use this imagery? I think many of us would shrink back from this intensity of affection as an expression of our attitudes towards a whole congregation, let alone any larger number of fellow Christians. After all, there are only so many hours in the day! But do we really think that such an intensity of affection can be sustained for such a long time or is Paul speaking more broadly about his feelings for this congregation. 

     I believe we need to understand his words in a context where outsiders have misjudged his relations with this newly-planted congregation. They have harshly criticized events that happened in the last few weeks of his stay in their city. From our perspective, a significant number of people coming to faith in Christ would be something to rejoice over. But for some people in that community, it was a threat to their way of life. These people would not be the same again. Paul and his friends have brought significant changes to life in our city, the critics argued, things were better the way they were. However, things do change. The pace of change can vary, but just as we cannot stop the tide advancing up or receding back down Broughty Ferry beach, or its equivalents elsewhere, so we have to navigate the process of change going on all around us. Here Paul is saying to these relatively young Christians –my love and care for you is genuine, wholehearted and with the purest of motives, like the mother of a baby or young child cares for her infant.  Paul was not a travelling evangelist with a high pressure sales technique seeking to win ‘decisions for Christ’ and then disappear from view to another place. Absolutely not! Like a mother with her young child, he wanted to invest into their lives through prayer, through written communications and possibly by another personal visit in the future. For a time, he and his team poured out their whole lives into loving and caring for these new converts as they set out on their Christian journey. In whose lives are you and I investing time and loving care at the present time?                
3. His approach to Christian discipleship (I Thessalonians 2:9-12)
(a)In the workplace (I Thessalonians 2:9) 9 Surely you remember brothers and sisters, our toil and hardship; we worked night and day in order not to be a burden to anyone while we preached the gospel of God to you. For many of us the largest chunk of our weekdays is spent in a workplace. Now, admittedly, since the pandemic a significant proportion of us have worked from home and this is not the same as being in a physical work place with colleagues. However, even working online, we do spend a significant amount of time with a group of people who may no contact with any other Christians. The lens through which they may view Christianity may be you! This thought might be quite alarming in some cases. However, it might be a good opportunity through which we can demonstrate a lived faith in a sometimes (or a regularly) pressured environment. The vast majority of the time it will be our lived faith in the way we relate to colleagues in our attitudes or the way we carry out our work that is the opportunity to show something of the reality of the faith we profess. It is interesting that Paul draws attention to the commitment he showed to his work as a tentmaker, the source of his income for his missionary work, as one aspect of living a life worthy of Christ. We can sometimes be discouraged that it is ‘ages’ since we spoke with a work colleague about our faith in Christ. Do not forget what a good witness it can be to have good relations with your colleagues and to do a good job in your workplace.   
(b) In his character (I Thessalonians 2:10) 10 You are witnesses, and so is God, of how holy, righteous and blameless we were among you who believed. The Bible is consistent that we cannot separate who we are in public from who we are in private. We are whole people. A person whose private conduct is problematic towards family members or other people, should not be able to get away with wrongdoing because they behave well in their ‘public’ workplace. Our beliefs and our behaviour must go together. Yet this principle is largely rejected by many of the people of influence at the highest levels of our society. The reaction to that early interview of Kate Forbes, after declaring her candidacy for leader of her political party here in Scotland was very revealing. Her openness and consistency of character and conduct has been honouring to the Lord, but by doing so has raised questions about the approach taken by others engaged in national politics. We need to pray for our Christian brothers and sisters (and others who share similar convictions) in public life that God the Holy Spirit will help them to stand firm in the face of the huge pressures to compromise their convictions. All of us, in varying degrees will face pressure to water down our convictions in the way we live our lives. The challenges you face may be very different to other people around you today, so we may not fully understand the pressures each other has to navigate week by week. But what we can do is seek to encourage one another and commit to investing time to pray for one another week by week that God may sustain us and enable us to live holy, righteous and blameless lives.       

(c) In his conduct (I Thessalonians 2:11-12) 11 For you know that we dealt with each of you as a father deals with his own children, 12 encouraging, comforting and urging you to live lives worthy of God, who calls you into His kingdom and glory. Having spoken of his love and care for these new converts like a mother caring for her young child, Paul also used a different image as he concluded his short section on advice for Christian discipleship. Here he uses the imagery of fatherhood; of a father’s love and care for his children. Paul draws attention to three aspects of a father’s dealings with his children that he exercised as a ‘spiritual parent’ while in Thessalonica. First of all: encouraging … some Bible commentators have grouped verses 9-12 together as part of the section of fatherly care for his children. They have often used verse 9 as a reminder of a parent modelling a good attitude to work to their children, that being able to pay your way through life, let alone paying for holidays or other nice ‘extras’, is at times really difficult. No-one has a job for life anymore and the pressures at the present time in many workplaces ensure that it can be a tough slog getting through a week sometimes (or often!); and you feel you have really earned every penny of your salary in that environment! Now there are lots of things we cannot do for our children in this world. Yet, all three things Paul highlights are possible whether we are waged or unwaged. The first one is being an encourager not a discourager to our children. How do your children view you? On what do we focus when together? The number one on Paul’s list here is a positive attempt to build up and stand with his spiritual children. Any human parent knows that there will be issues they need to address with their children to help them to be the best they can be, but in the overall balance of the relationship –are we encouragers? Secondly, comforting this word in the original language can also be translated as ‘encouraging’, so what is the difference here? The first word already mentioned has the idea of uplifting feelings, helping your child feel better, but this word of encouragement is about what they do. For example, in a scenario where a child was so down about their lack of success at riding a bike or learning to swim; with the first word Paul uses here, we might envisage the parent saying, you have been trying to learn how to do this activity and have made progress. You have the ability to do it. With the second word, the parent might be saying, let me help you learn to ride the bike or let me teach you better how to swim or arrange for someone else to give you swimming lessons to accomplish the goal. Of course in Paul’s case, the reference is to his spiritual children. He is not just saying uplifting words to make them feel good about following Jesus, but offering to walk with them in living in a Christian way as disciples of Jesus together. Who are you and I walking with in our journeys’ of faith?  The third word here is urging. The word carries the idea of sharing with someone how to do better based on personal testimony of doing what we are encouraging the other person to do. Testimonies being shared in church or in other contexts are intended not only to be enjoyed by the hearers, but as a reminder of what God can do in other people’s lives as well. What is the purpose of doing this? …to live lives worthy of God, who calls you into His kingdom and glory. We need a reason to live the way we do. This is our calling as followers of Jesus.  
4. His approach to the Word of God (I Thessalonians 2:13-16)
13 And we also thank God continually because, when you received the word of God, which you heard from us, you accepted it not as a human word, but as it actually is, the word of God, which is indeed at work in you who believe. 14 For you, brothers and sisters, became imitators of God’s churches in Judea, which are in Christ Jesus: you suffered from your own people the same things those churches suffered from the Jews 15 who killed the Lord Jesus and the prophets and also drove us out. They displease God and are hostile to everyone 16 in their effort to keep us from speaking to the Gentiles so that they may be saved. In this way they always heap up their sins to the limit. The wrath of God has come upon them at last.
(a)The nature of the Word (I Thessalonians 2:13b) … not as a human word, but as it actually is, the word of God, which is indeed at work in you who believe. The Bible is different to any other book you may have in your home. It is God’s revealed Word to us of His will for His people in this life. It is a light and a guide to our path. The important question is this: are you reading and reflecting on it daily / regularly? Hebrews 4:12 reminds us:  For the Word of God is alive and active. Sharper than any double-edged sword, it penetrates even to dividing soul and spirit, joints and marrow; it judges the thoughts and attitudes of the heart. This is an incredibly powerful statement. There is no book you may ever possess that is more important than the Bible. Getting to know and understand more about what it says and where and how it can be applied to our lives is vitally important. 

(b) Their response to the Word(I Thessalonians 2:13a,14a) 13 And we also thank God continually because, when you received the word of God, which you heard from us, you accepted it…14 For you, brothers and sisters, became imitators of God’s churches in Judea, which are in Christ Jesus: Knowing about God is good, but knowing God and responding to His Word is even more important. These Christians in Thessalonica heard and then received what God was saying to them and acted on it. Are you and I open to God speaking to us from His Word? Most importantly, how willing are we to obey His Word and apply it to our daily lives?
(c) The consequences of rejecting God’s Word (I Thessalonians 2:14b-16) 14 For you, brothers and sisters, became imitators of God’s churches in Judea, which are in Christ Jesus: you suffered from your own people the same things those churches suffered from the Jews 15 who killed the Lord Jesus and the prophets and also drove us out. They displease God and are hostile to everyone 16 in their effort to keep us from speaking to the Gentiles so that they may be saved. In this way they always heap up their sins to the limit. The wrath of God has come upon them at last. Following Jesus will not be a ‘bed of roses’ where everything goes well. It can mean a harder road to follow. It can mean we face discrimination or even persecution for our faith. But, what is clearly stated in the New Testament is that the people who actively stand against God and persecute His people risk facing the judgement of God from Him. It is not our judgement, we leave things with the Lord. Remember Paul’s words in Romans 12:17-19, 21 reporting God as saying: Do not repay anyone evil for evil. Be careful to do what is right in the eyes of everyone. 18 If it is possible, as far as it depends on you, live at peace with everyone. 19 Do not take revenge, my dear friends, but leave room for God’s wrath, for it is written: ‘It is mine to avenge; I will repay,’ says the Lord….  21 Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good. Why because our calling is to live lives worthy of God, for Jesus’ sake Amen
Question for Reflection: How am I getting on in living a life worthy of God?

Song: ‘I'm giving you my heart (surrender)’ (MP 1190)

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_oyHpLg32c8 
The Lord’s Supper 
Jesus invites all Christian who have committed their lives to follow Him to participate in this act of worship. The apostle Paul wrote these words of Scripture in I Corinthians 11:23-26 to guide our observance of Communion.
For I received from the Lord what I also passed on to you: the Lord Jesus, on the night He was betrayed, took bread, 24 and when He had given thanks, He broke it and said, ‘This is My body, which is for you; do this in remembrance of Me.’ 25 In the same way, after supper He took the cup, saying, ‘This cup is the new covenant in My blood; do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of Me.’ 26 For whenever you eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord’s Death until He comes.
Prayer: Choose your own words of prayer to give thanks for the bread and wine that represent the costly gift of His body and blood for us.

Take the bread: Jesus said: ‘This is My body, which is for you; do this in remembrance of Me.

Take the wine: Jesus said: This cup is the new covenant in My blood; do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of Me.’
Our closing song is ‘Hear the call of the Kingdom’
 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WL-UdwB0Qvc 
Closing Prayer: 
Thank You Lord for this invitation to live a life worthy of You this week.  Please give us wisdom and courage, together with a sense of freedom to honour You in the choices we make. Bless and strengthen us in whatever setting we find ourselves that we may bring joy to Your heart as we glorify You day by day, Amen
Benediction:  The Grace 

  May the Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,

                             the love of God 

                             and the Fellowship of the Holy Spirit, 

                             be with us all evermore, Amen
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