
Broughty Baptist update Sunday 16 April 2023 I Kings 8 vs 22-29 ‘Prayer’
Morning worship online starts at 10:30am on the Zoom platform; and at the same time in person in Panmurefield Baptist Centre
JAM Kids’ focus: The children will leave for their separate programme part way through the service
JAM young adults programme: the young people will leave for their separate programme part way through the service
This service is led today by Alan McRobbie and Aedan Shiel. Rev. Jim Newell will preach the message and lead the communion service.

Call to Worship: Psalm 95:1-7
Come, let us sing for joy to the Lord;
    let us shout aloud to the Rock of our salvation.
2 Let us come before Him with thanksgiving
    and extol Him with music and song.
3 For the Lord is the great God,
    the great King above all gods.
4 In His hand are the depths of the earth,
    and the mountain peaks belong to Him.
5 The sea is His, for He made it,
    and His hands formed the dry land.
6 Come, let us bow down in worship,
    let us kneel before the Lord our Maker;
7 for He is our God
    and we are the people of His pasture,
    the flock under His care.
Opening praise: Across the Lands https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mVpkR4gYTlg
We continue in our praise by singing: ‘King of Kings Majesty’
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZKAQvlEotc8 
Opening Prayer
   Lord what a privilege it is to come before You today with a sense of privilege as Your children seeking to meet with our heavenly Father as we sing your praises, read Your Word and listen to it as it is expounded. Help us in our thoughts, words and actions to offer our heartfelt responses to You. This morning we associate ourselves with the words of the Psalmist who declared: Come, let us sing for joy to the Lord; let us shout aloud to the Rock of our salvation.2 Let us come before Him with thanksgiving
and extol Him with music and song.3 For the Lord is the great God, the great King above all gods. Please forgive us for our sins of the past week and empower us by Your Holy Spirit this new week to honour and glorify You in the choices we make, in Jesus’ precious name we pray, Amen
 
Let us say together the words Jesus taught His disciples when He said:

'Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be Your name. 

Your kingdom come, 

Your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread, 

and forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors. 

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.       

For Yours is the kingdom, the power and the glory, for ever Amen. 
All Age Talk | Prayer  Alan
A quick quiz. The answers are at the end of this message.

1. True or False                                                                                                                                                           God is impressed when we pray using words like Thee, Thou and Tho, and other big words.

2. True or False                                                                                                                                                         The longer you pray, and the more words you use, the more powerful your prayers are.

3. True or False                                                                                                                                                                It’s ok to pray to God at any time and any place.

4. True or False                                                                                                                                                             The most important part of praying is to ask for what you want. 

Prayer is simply talking and listening to God. We start our prayers with praising God and thanking Him for who He is. We then say sorry to God for not living in a way that pleases Him and ask for His forgiveness. We then ask for His help to live in a way that pleases Him and to ask Him to provide for our needs. Sometimes we do not always get what we want or expect but He does provide for what He sees is our greatest need. Praying is not all about talking to God, it is also about listening to God to try and understand what He might be trying to tell us. So, we need to slow down and ask Him what he wants to tell us and be still and look to the Bible as one way of finding out what God is saying to us.

The Bible says we should pray:

Rejoice always, pray continually, give thanks in all circumstances; for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus (1 Thessalonians 5:16-18).

Quiz Answers

1. False. Unless you use these words regularly there is no need to try and impress God with big words.

2. False. Long prayers that go on and on do not make our prayers more powerful. In fact, what is important to God is that our prayers come from our heart. 

3. True. God never sleeps so He is always listening to our prayers at any time and at any place.

4. False. It is not wrong to ask for things when we pray but it is not the most important part.
Song: ‘God Our Father’ https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EvF38rVh-sY
Prayers for others   
Heavenly Father,
      Thank You for the blessings of Easter when we recall afresh the wonder of the precious gift of salvation obtained through Jesus’ sacrifice on the cross in our place. We are 
In the Baptist Union of Scotland:
This week we give thanks for: Culloden-Balloch Baptist Church, Inverness; Cumbernauld Baptist Church, Cupar Baptist Church, Dalbeattie Baptist Church and Dalkeith Baptist Church, Edinburgh. We pray for Your blessing and guidance for their work and ministries. 
We pray also for the other churches in Broughty Ferry, for Your guidance and direction for them as they gather for worship today. We pray that together in our community we may honour and glorify God as we witness to our Lord through our words and deeds.  
In our own congregation: 
Heavenly Father, 

     We are so thankful for all Your loving kindness to us through all we have experienced this past week. We continue to pray for Moraig Piggot, Ellen Brown and Fergus Rice for further progress in the recovery of their health. We ask that You would encourage and strengthen them and their families through this difficult time.

   We also remember other people from the church that have had tough times with their health this week and pray for their healing at this time. We continue to pray for the restoration of health and strength for Charles Cain, Arlene Piggot and Sandra Savage after their time in hospital, and for Jan Ford as well at this time.   

    We continue to pray for the bereaved connected with our church, for Alison Blackwell, Hamid Ditta, Dorothy Galloway, Jeanne Purves and their respective families and friends. We ask that You would strengthen and sustain them through their times of sadness. 

        We continue to pray for, John Asbury, Jim Black, Ingrid Brodie, John Cairney, Mary Davidson, Robin and Aileen Goudie, Sam Horn, Joyce and Jim Lynn, Gwen Paterson, Mary Vallis, Bill Turner, Ann Steer, Ann McLeod and Anne Wallace 
We name others now in the silence who need Your healing touch and a sense of Your loving presence….
Lord, may they all feel Your comfort, strength and most of all Your healing.
We bring all these prayers to You in the mighty and powerful name of Jesus, Amen.
Bible Reading: I Kings 8:22-29:
22 Then Solomon stood before the altar of the Lord in front of the whole assembly of Israel, spread out his hands towards heaven 23 and said: ‘Lord, the God of Israel, there is no God like You in heaven above or on earth below – You who keep Your covenant of love with Your servants who continue wholeheartedly in Your way. 24 You have kept your promise to Your servant David my father; with Your mouth you have promised and with Your hand You have fulfilled it – as it is today.
25 ‘Now Lord, the God of Israel, keep for Your servant David my father the promises You made to him when You said, “You shall never fail to have a successor to sit before Me on the throne of Israel, if only your descendants are careful in all they do to walk before Me faithfully as you have done.” 26 And now, God of Israel, let Your word that You promised Your servant David my father come true.
27 ‘But will God really dwell on earth? The heavens, even the highest heaven, cannot contain you. How much less this temple I have built! 28 Yet give attention to Your servant’s prayer and his plea for mercy, Lord my God. Hear the cry and the prayer that Your servant is praying in Your presence this day. 29 May Your eyes be open towards this temple night and day, this place of which You said, “My Name shall be there,” so that You will hear the prayer Your servant prays towards this place.
Song: ‘What a friend we have in Jesus’ 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-2skxuowcaY&t=77s 

Message:  I Kings 8:22-29 ‘Prayer’  Rev Jim Newell
P’s in a pod. Pearls around your neck
            Provision for Prayer

The Hymn writer asks, “How long has it been since you talked with the lord and told Him your heart’s hidden secrets.” Regrettably, the answer all too often is we neglect our prayer time, especially in the morning. We make lame excuses as to why we don’t spend an hour with God. Joseph Hall said, “Satan rocks the cradle when we sleep at our devotions.” We must shrug of every weight and influence that hinders devotion and rise to meet with God like the psalmist in Psalm 109:4 who says, I am a man of prayer. Let us not make idle excuses but let us endeavour to give our very selves to God to be men and women of prayer.
1st Kings 8:22 not only are we to make provision for prayer but we must have a Place to pray. Vs 22 Then Solomon stood before the altar of the Lord. Solomon knew that God was to have his place that was why he prepared a temple for Him. God is not asking us to build a temple but what He is asking is that we have a place for Him. Where we may seek him. Daniel prayed by the window. Jesus prayed in the garden; Jonah prayed in the belly of a great fish. The Bible tells us to enter into the closet and pray. Have we somewhere in our homes where we may meet with God?
How do we come before God, what is our Posture our Position, Vs 22 Solomon stood before the altar of the Lord in front of all the whole assembly of Israel and spread out his hands toward heaven. Jesus said that the Pharisees and the hypocrites stand on the street corners where everyone may see them. It is not the posture of our bodies that is important, though we could follow the example of Paul who knelt in prayer in Ephesians 3:14 For this reason, I kneel, before the Father.”

Solomon knew that the posture of his heart must be humbly knelt before God. Here he was the King yet in front of all the people, he was humbling himself before them all and calling upon God. The hypocrites of the Pharisees would stand on street corners and were making less of God and glorifying themselves. Solomon was glorifying God. Our hearts must be humble before God Thomas Brooks God hears no more than the heart speaks and if the heart be dumb God will certainly be deaf.

Solomon was humbled because he had no doubts as to who he was praying too and the enormous privilege it was to come before him in prayer Vs 23 And he said Oh Lord God of Israel, there is no God like you in heaven above or on earth below. We too are praying to that very same God. Joseph Scriven writes, “What a friend we have in Jesus all our sin and grief to bear what a privilege to carry everything to God in prayer.” Doesn’t it thrill you that the Lord our God is our friend, and He wants us to bring our prayers to Him. Philippians 4:6 Be not anxious about anything but in everything, by prayer and petition with thanksgiving, present your requests to God.
Our prayer life is Personal, prayer is not only us talking to God but God talking to us Vs 26 “…let your word, that you promises your servant David my Father come true and also in Vs 15 Praise be to the lord God of Israel, who with his own hand has fulfilled what he spoke with his own mouth to my Father David. Philippians 3:9-10: that I may gain Christ 9 and be found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but that which is through faith in[a] Christ – the righteousness that comes from God on the basis of faith. 10 I want to know Christ – yes, to know the power of his resurrection and participation in his sufferings, becoming like him in his death.
When two people are in love, they long to talk to each other, by talking they learn more about each other, God wants us to come and talk with Him. Robert Murray McCheyne told his friend Andrew Bonar, “God is more real to me than all my earthy relatives.”
Let us look at the Passion of Solomon’s prayer, that strong feeling of emotion, that Solomon had. He had the earnest desire that God would hear his prayer. Vs 28 O Lord my god Hear the cry and to the prayer that your servant is praying in your presence this day. Solomon puts an OH into his prayer, the passion permeates the prayer Vs 23 O Lord the God of Israel no God like you Vs 25 & 26

O God of Israel. It was a cry coming from his heart of hearts. If only we could put that Oh into our prayers Isaiah 64 Oh that you would rend the heavens and come down. James Montgomery wrote in his hymn Prayer is the soul’s sincere desire uttered or unexpressed the motion of a hidden fire that trembles in the breast.
There we have the passion of his prayer and now we see the reason for this passion was the Purpose of his Prayer Vs 29 that Thine eyes may be open toward this Temple night and day, this place of which you said my name shall be there, so that you will hear the prayer your servant prays towards this place. Solomon had realised he could only do so much. He had given himself to preparing a place of prayer, to preparing his heart upon the altar, he had built a beautiful temple, but he knew that unless it was acceptable to God that God would not dwell within. (not talking about the closet under the stairs but our bodies as temples of the HOLY SPIRIT) he was aware of his own inadequacy and his own unworthiness. 
Vs 27 But will God really dwell on the earth? The heavens, even the highest heaven cannot contain you how much less than this Temple I have built.

Solomon knew that his house was unworthy, even though he had done everything God had told him he felt so unworthy that God would dwell within his temple. Yet he knew that he would because he said he would.

If we have obeyed God and sought his salvation, we should pray that he would indwell our bodily temples, yes, we know that God is always with us but to be conscious of His indwelling us night and day to pray as Solomon did. Vs 29 May your eyes may be open toward this temple night and day. Spurgeon said “The goal of prayer is the ear of God. Solomon’s prayer, he was persistent in his prayer, Vs 32 Then hear from heaven, 34, 36, 39, 45 & 49 Then hear in heaven.
We are not to grow tired of praying, but to pray on. Elijah when praying for rain prayed and prayed, he sent his servant to see if there was any change in the weather, the answer was no, so he prayed and prayed again and again he sent him out, and the answer There is a cloud about the size of a man’s hand. It was enough and Elijah prayed through, and the rain came.
There we see that Prayer is effective it has a power all its own. Solomon Prevailed in His prayer and he received an answer. 
Ch 9 Vs 2&3. The Lord appeared to Solomon a second time…The Lord said to him, I have heard the prayer and the plea you have made before me; I have consecrated this temple which you have built, by putting my Name there forever. My eyes and My heart will always be there           perpetually.

Solomon’s prayers were answered. He offered up the sacrifice of prayer at the altar. We must place everything on the altar before God.

In 2nd kings 3:20 we read “The next morning about the time for offering the sacrifice, there it was, water was flowing from the direction of Edom! And the land was filled with water. 

The Meat offering was a thing most holy of offerings, when the High Priest took it and placed it on then fire, there arose a sweet smelling savour that ascended into the heavens and was pleasing to God, so we are to offer up our prayers to God that they may fill his nostrils and please him that he may breathe them back upon us, When God breathes he breathes life and prayers are answered. 2nd Chronicles 7:14 If my people…
1st John 5:14&15 

And this is the confidence that we have in Him that if we ask anything according to his will, he hears us and if we know that he hears us whatsoever we ask we know that we have the petitions that we desired of Him.
We have a part to play, but for God to do his part we have to pray. Amen

Question for reflection: When I pray, do I realise the abounding majesty of Kingship in God, to whom I pray?

When I pray, do I recognise the astounding mystery of Kinship with God, when I pray?

Reflection verses Jeremiah 29:11-14:
Jer.29:11 NIV.  For I know the plans I have for you, declares the Lord, plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.

Song: ‘Lord I Need You’ https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LuvfMDhTyMA 
The Lord’s Supper 
Jesus invites all Christian who have committed their lives to follow Him to participate in this act of worship. The apostle Paul wrote these words of Scripture in I Corinthians 11:23-26 to guide our observance of Communion.
For I received from the Lord what I also passed on to you: the Lord Jesus, on the night He was betrayed, took bread, 24 and when He had given thanks, He broke it and said, ‘This is My body, which is for you; do this in remembrance of Me.’ 25 In the same way, after supper He took the cup, saying, ‘This cup is the new covenant in My blood; do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of Me.’ 26 For whenever you eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord’s Death until He comes.
Prayer: Choose your own words of prayer to give thanks for the bread and wine that represent the costly gift of His body and blood for us.

Take the bread: Jesus said: ‘This is My body, which is for you; do this in remembrance of Me.

Take the wine: Jesus said: This cup is the new covenant in My blood; do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of Me.’
Our closing song: Send Us Out https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KJJQxkqe_go
Closing Prayer: 
Thank You Lord for the privilege of spending time with You in prayer. Help me to appreciate the blessing of this gift and to use it regularly as I live my life day by day. Thank You for the answers to prayers we have received in the past. Help us to pray expectantly trusting You to hear and answer our prayers in Your good time, in Jesus’ name we pray, Amen.
Benediction:  The Grace 

  May the Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,

                             the love of God 

                             and the Fellowship of the Holy Spirit, 

                             be with us all evermore, Amen
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