
Broughty Baptist update Sunday 19 March 2023 I Thessalonians 2:1-16 The church: living lives worthy of Christ
Morning worship online starts at 10:30am on the Zoom platform; and at the same time in person in Panmurefield Baptist Centre
JAM Kids’ focus: takes place during the morning service today.
JAM young adults programme: 10.30am-11.45am: Continuing our series on the "Sermon on the Mount - Matthew 5; 17 - 20 - Obeying God's Law" Led by David Webster and Helen Sellarajah.
Breakthru 6:30pm - 8.15pm: At the suggestion of some of our young people, this week we are having a games night and a short devotional time. This will be led by Fergus Rice, Aedan Shiel and Gary Torbet. Please come along for a lot of games, fun, a short devotional time and refreshments. All welcome!!
This service is led today by Alan McRobbie. Rev. Brian Talbot will bring God’s Word and lead communion.
Call to Worship:   Colossians 1:16-17:
 For in Him all things were created: things in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or powers or rulers or authorities; all things have been created through Him and for Him. 17 He is before all things, and in Him all things hold together.
Opening praise: ‘We Bow Down and Confess’ 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gtmg-PO2q98 

Opening Prayer
Heavenly Father, 

 We come once more with joy before You the awesome and majestic God who created and sustains the incredible universe in which we live. It is hard for us even to begin to grasp the fullness of Paul’s words read at the start of this service: He is before all things, and in Him all things hold together.
  We come as Your children to our heavenly Father with confidence that You delight to hear and respond to our prayers. Thank You for all our blessings of the past week. Thank You also for the grace we needed to get through all the challenges of that week as well. As we come at the start of this new week we ask that You might speak into our lives from Your Word and help us to apply it to our circumstances of this coming week. Please forgive us for our sins of thought and word and deed that we bring before You today. We seek once more the help of Your Holy Spirit to live in a way that honours and glorifies You this week, in Jesus’ name we pray, Amen

Let us say together the words Jesus taught His disciples when He said:

'Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be Your name. 

Your kingdom come, 

Your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread, 

and forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors. 

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.       

For Yours is the kingdom, the power and the glory, for ever Amen. 
We continue in our praise by singing: ‘May the Peoples Praise You’

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kBon_2QoRtI 

All Age Talk ‘Encouragement’

God wants us to encourage one another as followers of Jesus. The Apostle Paul said, “So encourage each other and build each other up, just as you are already doing” (1 Thessalonians 5:11). Christians are encouragers. That is one reason why God gathers His people together as a church. Encouraging others is an important part of belonging to the people of God. Living God’s way can be the harder way as we stand for what Jesus stands for and stand against what Jesus is against. As Christians we live in a world where people reject the way of Jesus. This can mean that Christians can get a hard time from others who don’t believe in or follow what Jesus stands for. This can make living the Christian life difficult at times and we may be tempted to take the easier path by giving in to what others want us to think and do to avoid difficulties. As the people of God, we want to encourage one another to stay strong and keep our eyes on Jesus, following His way even though it can be hard sometimes. As people depend on God and His people to encourage them, they are strengthened in their times of difficulties. When we encourage others, we can bring joy back into their lives as we point them to the love of Jesus. We can encourage others by meeting together at church on Sunday or when we gather on other days to sing, pray and learn about God together. We can encourage each other by listening, talking, praying, or eating together. The early church as told in the book of Acts shared life together and encouraged each other by learning, sharing meals, praying together, and sharing what they had with each other. This pleased God. As we encourage each other as a church, others will see this and may want to join our church too and with that the church of Jesus Christ grows. 

Song: ‘King of Kings (Praise the Father…)’ https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7OnfQpZr030 
Prayers for others   
Heavenly Father,
   Thank You once more for this opportunity to bring other people to You in our prayers.  We are deeply conscious that many companies have been struggling to make ends meet in the last few years and especially in the retail and hospitality sectors. We pray for those workers who have been made redundant that they may receive the help they need to get back into work as soon as possible. 
  We continue to remember the people of Ukraine and Myanmar who have suffered so much through the wars that have been waged against them. We cry out to You for justice for those who are suffering; for comfort for those who have been bereaved; for strength for those seeking to serve others in the midst of incredibly difficult conditions and ultimately for victory over evil in these lands.

  We continue also to pray for the aid efforts in Syria and Turkey that the weary may find strength to persevere in the process of rebuilding homes and lives and communities after such terrible earthquakes. We pray that the international community will continue to support and assist those in need for as long as it takes at this time. 
In the Baptist Union of Scotland:
This week we give thanks for CBC Community Church, Crookston, Glasgow; Central Baptist Church, Dundee and Central Baptist Church, Paisley. We pray for Your blessing and guidance for their work and ministries. 
We pray also for the other churches in Broughty Ferry, for Your guidance and direction for them as they serve You this week. We pray that together in our community we may honour and glorify God as we witness to our Lord through our words and deeds.  
In our own congregation: 
Heavenly Father, 

   We want to thank you for the good news for Nicola Livie’s brother Lowrie who has been given the all clear after the completion of his cancer treatment. We do thank You for the amazing progress our Health service workers have made in developing cures and courses of treatment for an increasing number of conditions. We give You thanks for them today. We thank you that George Anderson and Margaret Fowler have been able to move into residential care and supported care at home respectively. We pray that this will work out well for them both. 
  We continue to pray for the bereaved connected with our church, for Alison Blackwell, Hamid Ditta, Dorothy Galloway, Jeanne Purves and their respective families and friends. We ask that You would strengthen and sustain them through their times of sadness. 

    We continue to pray for your restoration of health and strength for Sandra Savage after recent surgery, and for Jan ford after breaking her wrist. We pray too for Charles Cain after his recent fall and for Moraig Piggot as she prepares for surgery later this week. 

    We continue to pray for Arlene Piggot, John Asbury, Jim Black, Ingrid Brodie, John Cairney, Mary Davidson, Robin and Aileen Goudie, Sam Horn, Joyce and Jim Lynn, Gwen Paterson, Jeanne Purves, Mary Vallis, Bill Turner, Ann Steer, Ann McLeod and Anne Wallace 
We name others now in the silence who need Your healing touch and a sense of Your loving presence….
Lord, may they all feel Your comfort, strength and most of all Your healing.
We bring all these prayers to You in the mighty and powerful name of Jesus, Amen.
Bible Reading I Thessalonians 2:17- 3:13:
17 But, brothers and sisters, when we were orphaned by being separated from you for a short time (in person, not in thought), out of our intense longing we made every effort to see you. 18 For we wanted to come to you – certainly I, Paul, did, again and again – but Satan blocked our way. 19 For what is our hope, our joy, or the crown in which we will glory in the presence of our Lord Jesus when he comes? Is it not you? 20 Indeed, you are our glory and joy.
So when we could stand it no longer, we thought it best to be left by ourselves in Athens. 2 We sent Timothy, who is our brother and co-worker in God’s service in spreading the gospel of Christ, to strengthen and encourage you in your faith, 3 so that no one would be unsettled by these trials. For you know quite well that we are destined for them. 4 In fact, when we were with you, we kept telling you that we would be persecuted. And it turned out that way, as you well know. 5 For this reason, when I could stand it no longer, I sent to find out about your faith. I was afraid that in some way the tempter had tempted you and that our labours might have been in vain.

6 But Timothy has just now come to us from you and has brought good news about your faith and love. He has told us that you always have pleasant memories of us and that you long to see us, just as we also long to see you. 7 Therefore, brothers and sisters, in all our distress and persecution we were encouraged about you because of your faith. 8 For now we really live, since you are standing firm in the Lord. 9 How can we thank God enough for you in return for all the joy we have in the presence of our God because of you? 10 Night and day we pray most earnestly that we may see you again and supply what is lacking in your faith.
11 Now may our God and Father himself and our Lord Jesus clear the way for us to come to you. 12 May the Lord make your love increase and overflow for each other and for everyone else, just as ours does for you. 13 May he strengthen your hearts so that you will be blameless and holy in the presence of our God and Father when our Lord Jesus comes with all his holy ones.
Song  ‘I want to walk with Jesus Christ’
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=B74ljJy6UTE 

The Message: I Thessalonians 2:17-3:13 The Church  Encouraging one another
Introduction

How many times have you said over recent years to someone words to the effect of ,  ‘I am so sorry you are going through such a hard time because of …’; I cannot change the situation but wanted to let you know I am thinking of you or praying for you –or both! We, on so many occasions, can feel quite helpless knowing a little of what someone is going through but equally aware that there is no simple way of fixing the problem or changing the situation. Life is so tough for many people just now. However, unlike Paul who was so anxious about how his friends in Thessalonica had been coping with persecution for their faith and  generally tough times, we are blessed to have a variety of means of communication with other people, if we choose to use them. It is clear from his letters that Paul did seek to take what opportunities he had to send a written note via his friends who were travelling through or to particular places. At the heart of all his messages was a desire to encourage them to persevere in their faith through tough times. Even more so, we remember Paul’s mentor for ministry Barnabas, who was known as the encourager in the Early Church. There is a strong chance that it was this lifestyle pattern of the older church leader that influenced Paul to operate in this way. It raises the question to us all.  In my communications with other people what impression do I leave on them? Am I seeking to be an encourager or do I leave a different less positive impact on others by my contact with them? I want to encourage each of us this week and each week, to send a few short messages of encouragement to someone or some people.  It might be good to pray and to ask the Lord who should I seek to contact with a text or social media post or letter or whatever means is appropriate. For those able to meet in person, meeting someone to go for a walk or for a coffee might be a real blessing to them this week or on some other occasion. In Paul’s day, it was incredibly difficult to keep in regular contact with anyone who lived in another country; as a result, when we see what he accomplished it is truly remarkable. 
1. Concern (I Thessalonians 2:17-20)

(a)Sadness (I Thessalonians 2:17-18)
17 But, brothers and sisters, when we were orphaned by being separated from you for a short time (in person, not in thought), out of our intense longing we made every effort to see you. 18 For we wanted to come to you – certainly I, Paul, did, again and again – but Satan blocked our way.  In this section of his letter, Paul opens his heart to reveal just how much it matters to him. This is very emotional language that he uses to describe their relationship. …when we were orphaned by being separated from you for a short time.  For someone to be orphaned is a tragic development. Paul’s choice of language is deliberate here as it refers to the violent events in the city (reported in Acts 17) that forced him to leave Thessalonica. If there had not been the riots instigated by people who were strongly opposed to Paul’s presence in the city he would have continued his ministry there for a longer time. He is reminding them that his feelings about being separated from them, is like the feelings experienced after the death of someone special to us. He was able to think of them and pray for them, but it was not the same as the fellowship they enjoyed in person in the city. Paul had some reason that he could not get round that prevented his return to them in the near future. One possibility is that one of the bail conditions imposed on Jason and the other church leaders in Thessalonica was the immediate departure of Paul and Silas from the city and, more importantly, an agreement that they should not return for some time (Acts 17:9). This appears to me the most plausible explanation for Paul’s sudden night time departure from the city at the request of these church leaders. The circumstance before then was not what he wished, but Paul would not allow it to get him down. The circumstances you and I may be facing today may not be what we had planned or hoped for either, but as in Paul’s day, God can overrule and bring good out of our present situation.     
(b) Joy (I Thessalonians 2:19-20) 19 For what is our hope, our joy, or the crown in which we will glory in the presence of our Lord Jesus when He comes? Is it not you? 20 Indeed, you are our glory and joy. One day we will all stand before the Lord to give an account of our lives. It is really important to remember that as Christians who have already put our faith in Jesus and received the free gift of salvation from the Lord, that this is not a test as to whether we will get into heaven. Our eternal salvation is assured because Jesus was good enough in dying in our place on the cross two thousand years ago. He took the penalty and punishment for our sins so we didn’t have to. For the believer, the Lord will honour those who have honoured Him in this life. There will be some rewards (described by Paul as ‘crowns’) for particular forms of service for God. Paul wrote these words in II Corinthians 5:9-10: So we make it our goal to please Him, whether we are at home in the body or away from it. 10 For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each of us may receive what is due to us for the things done while in the body, whether good or bad. He also wrote similar words to the church in Rome in Romans 14:10b-12: For we will all stand before God’s judgment seat. 11 It is written: ‘“As surely as I live,” says the Lord, “Every knee will bow before Me; every tongue will acknowledge God.” 12 So then, each of us will give an account of ourselves to God. Paul was looking forward to that day to share with the Lord something he got excited about. What was it? Here in I Thessalonians 2:19-20 Paul explains that it is the people in places like Thessalonica whom he has led to faith in Christ and whose lives have been transformed by the gospel that are the cause of his rejoicing. All God’s children are unique with our own special callings to Christian service in a wide variety of locations. So none of us could possibly copy what he did. One thing here might be the joy of knowing you have played a part in someone else’ journey of faith or you have encouraged them in their early steps as a disciple of Jesus; or you have helped them develop in a ministry in Jesus’ name in the church or wider community.  There are many ways we can be a blessing to other people. Jesus knows and notices all we do. He wants to bless and honour His children as they live for Him. 

   In addition to being honoured for leading others to Christ, the New Testament makes reference to other things that attract His commendation. In I Corinthians 9:24-27, there is the ‘crown’ for leading a self-disciplined life. This can be a reference to many things, but one is surely the order of our priorities in life. How far do our priorities align with His? Another crown is mentioned in II Timothy 4:8, where Paul declares that believers are honoured for keeping their eyes on the goal of history, the return of Jesus as the King of Kings and Lord of Lords. When we live now in the light of the future God has planned, it will mean we make some different choices to other people around us. A final ground for commendation to highlight is the honour for pastoral care of other people in God’s church (I Peter 5:4). How are you and I living? Are we a source of encouragement to other Christians by our commitment to Christ? Are we a cause of rejoicing in heaven because God is pleased by the choices we make? These are good questions to ask ourselves as we focus on what our priorities should be week by week.     
2. Cost (I Thessalonians 3:1-5)

(a)It mattered! (II Thessalonians 3:1) So when we could stand it no longer, we thought it best to be left by ourselves in Athens. The Thessalonians in this new church really mattered to Paul. There was a real sense of Christian family in the way Paul and his colleagues viewed their fellow believers. They were one in Christ Jesus. It was something Paul clearly taught to the new followers of Jesus. He emphasised it in a letter to the congregation in Ephesus in Western Turkey a few years later. As a prisoner for the Lord, then, I urge you to live a life worthy of the calling you have received. 2 Be completely humble and gentle; be patient, bearing with one another in love. 3 Make every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit through the bond of peace. 4 There is one body and one Spirit, just as you were called to one hope when you were called; 5 one Lord, one faith, one baptism; 6 one God and Father of all, who is over all and through all and in all (Ephesians 4:1-6). Notice how many ‘one’s’ there are here! How much does the wellbeing of fellow believers in our church matter to you and me?
(b) Timothy’s job description (II Thessalonians 3:2) 2 We sent Timothy, who is our brother and co-worker in God’s service in spreading the gospel of Christ, to strengthen and encourage you in your faith…I get the impression that Timothy was not as comfortable as Paul in handling the open air debates with proponents of other views or the guest messages in synagogues that were standard activities for Paul, but he was a wonderful gracious Christian leader who was a great encouragement to fellow Christians, journeying with them in following Jesus. Timothy was relatively young when Paul asked him to take on the leadership of the church in Ephesus, a very strategic city in the Roman world of that time. There is so much we don’t know about these early Christian leaders, but what is abundantly clear is that Timothy was so diligent in his Christian service and could be relied upon to complete the tasks entrusted to him. I thank God for the Christians of today who are like Timothy who year after year can be counted on in God’s service. Timothy was a humble role model who was a blessing to all with whom he worked in Christian service. It is a testimony to him that he was one of a small number of people in Paul’s ministry teams whose presence in a local church context was one that brought encouragement to those with whom he served in some capacity. Timothy was an excellent team player. He did not need to be up front or have a particularly prominent role but was willing to work where he was needed. In this immediate context, he had agreed to leave the new work in Athens and go back to Thessalonica for a time. In a letter written to the nearby church at Philippi some years later, Paul wrote this of Timothy:  I hope in the Lord Jesus to send Timothy to you soon, that I also may be cheered when I receive news about you. 20 I have no one else like him, who will show genuine concern for your welfare. 21 For everyone looks out for their own interests, not those of Jesus Christ. 22 But you know that Timothy has proved himself, because as a son with his father he has served with me in the work of the gospel. 23 I hope, therefore, to send him as soon as I see how things go with me (Philippians 2:20). To whom might you and I be a source of encouragement this week? 

(c) Christian discipleship has a cost (I Thessalonians 3:3-5) …so that no one would be unsettled by these trials. For you know quite well that we are destined for them. 4 In fact, when we were with you, we kept telling you that we would be persecuted. And it turned out that way, as you well know. 5 For this reason, when I could stand it no longer, I sent to find out about your faith. I was afraid that in some way the tempter had tempted you and that our labours might have been in vain. Anything important worth doing in life involves sacrifices of time, money and effort. Investment in education involves endless hours of studies; in sport, to achieve at an elite level the training regimes can be extremely demanding. But whatever chosen path someone takes there is a recognition that it will be seriously demanding for them. For Christians in Thessalonica it must have been quite a shock to see the level of negative reactions from some of their peers to their professions of faith. In many countries in the world today there is institutional discrimination or even outright persecution for professing faith in Christ. It is a very different world to life in our country at present. But there will still be people who will be very negative about our faith and in some workplaces may make it an uncomfortable environment. A smaller number of people may have significant pressures within their family from members who are not happy that they are following the Lord Jesus. We never know what pressures each other is facing at any given time; so it is important to be committed to a ministry of encouragement with one another. One way that we can see something of the bigger picture of what is going on in the world, is to pray not just for ourselves or local needs, but also to include Christians in other countries whose life situation is very different to our own. There are many Christian charities that produce prayer diaries that can help us pray intelligently for work in other countries. For which individuals and mission agencies are you praying for this year? 

3. Consolation (I Thessalonians 3:6-8)

(a)Good news! (I Thessalonians 3:6) 6 But Timothy has just now come to us from you and has brought good news about your faith and love. He has told us that you always have pleasant memories of us and that you long to see us, just as we also long to see you. What a blessing answered prayers can be. At our church monthly prayer meeting a few days ago, it was really good to hear the encouragement of answers to prayer that had been received. God is at work in this His world! Christians can confuse getting our prayers answered in the way we expected with God answering prayer. However, sometimes the answer God gives may be very different to what we had hoped or prayed for. But in that situation God has answered our prayer even if it is not what we wished. We remember that Jesus taught His disciples a model for prayer that includes these words: Your kingdom come, Your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven (Matthew 6:10). How easy or how hard is it for you to pray this way? I think most of us would say: ‘It depends…!’ There are some issues that are significant but not personal and it is easier in such a context to pray this way. On other occasions, we can really struggle to see another possible outcome that can be as good as the one we are praying for. In fact, this side of eternity, there will be some outcomes which we will never understand why God allowed them to happen. However, we thank God for the many other situations for which we are deeply thankful where our prayers were answered as we had hoped. This was certainty true for Paul and friends in Athens whose prayers for the church in Thessalonica were more than realised. Make a point of writing down important answers to prayer in a notebook or some other secure way that you can turn to for encouragement when you are going through difficult times or feeling particularly discouraged. Media in our society focusses on bad news, because bad news sells newspapers; increases the audience for TV news and creates grater interest in many online websites. The Christian message, by contrast, does not deny there is bad news or hide from its challenges, but it seeks to focus on the positive, and encourages us to seek to build up one another as we journey through life together.    
(b)Mutual encouragement ((I Thessalonians 3:7-8) Therefore, brothers and sisters, in all our distress and persecution we were encouraged about you because of your faith. 8 For now we really live, since you are standing firm in the Lord. Have you ever noticed –I am sure you have- that when someone has really good news to share that the enthusiasm and encouragement is shared by other people as well, even if they don’t necessarily have anything personal to gain from it. Romans 12:15 reminds us: Rejoice with those who rejoice; mourn with those who mourn. We stand together. Apparently, as I haven’t counted them, there are fifty-nine one-another passages in the New Testament. We are not living on our own for the Lord. Discipleship in the footsteps of Jesus is a shared life experience. This is why it is important to gather together to worship the Lord at the start of a new week, as far as we are able each Sunday. This is why it can be helpful to meet in small groups to pray together or study God’s word together or to engage in some form of ministry together. It is not an accident to discover that we can accomplish so much more when working well together than can be accomplished on our own. As we invest in each other’s lives in this way we are more blessed and enriched as we journey through life. As we offer our lives in service to God and play our part in different ministries in the church, what a blessing it can be in our communities.  
4. Commitment (I Thessalonians 3:9-13)

(a)Our Prayers (I Thessalonians 3:9-10) 9 How can we thank God enough for you in return for all the joy we have in the presence of our God because of you? 10 Night and day we pray most earnestly that we may see you again and supply what is lacking in your faith. In the Old Testament, in the early years of the nation of Israel, the prophet Samuel made this declaration in I Samuel12:23: As for me, far be it from me that I should sin against the Lord by failing to pray for you. We remember Jesus’ words in Luke 22:32: But I have prayed for you… that your faith may not fail.  I thank God for each of the people you love enough to pray for regularly. We may have a variety of different ways we can plan to pray for brothers and sisters in Christ. However, the important thing is that we do it consistently and persistently. Even if it is only a short time each day, its impact over time will build up. Never forget the words of James 5:16b: The prayer of a righteous person is powerful and effective. Persistence and expectancy in prayer over time will produce a spiritual harvest.  
(b)In prayer (I Thessalonians 3:11-13) 11 Now may our God and Father Himself and our Lord Jesus clear the way for us to come to you. 12 May the Lord make your love increase and overflow for each other and for everyone else, just as ours does for you. 13 May He strengthen your hearts so that you will be blameless and holy in the presence of our God and Father when our Lord Jesus comes with all His holy ones. What is Paul praying for them at this time? He has begun by asking God to make a way for him and his mission team to return to Thessalonica (v11). He prays to God that:  …your love increase and overflow for each other and for everyone else…It is for a deepening of their love for one another in fellowship, building each other up as they serve the Lord. In the first part of the letter Paul has rejoiced in their enthusiastic witness and work for the Lord, but if we are giving out without receiving spiritual resources within we can be heading for running on ‘empty’ quite quickly. He calls for them to pay attention to building each other up in the faith, encouraging one another in midst of engaging in busy lives with many competing demands on our time. The other thing he is praying for is the cultivation of their own spiritual lives. In the busyness of ‘doing’ for God, not to neglect our personal time before God. Our motivation for this, he reminds them and us today, is the second coming of the Lord Jesus. Am I, are we living in a way now that we would be happy with if Jesus returned in the near future? The clear message, though, from these verses is to encourage one another as we live for Lord. May God help us to do that, in Jesus’ name Amen      
Questions for Reflection: How am I encouraging other Christians by the choices I make?

Who might I seek to focus on encouraging this week?
Song: ‘Blest be the tie that binds’  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=P6lzTJfWdmk 
The Lord’s Supper 
Jesus invites all Christian who have committed their lives to follow Him to participate in this act of worship. The apostle Paul wrote these words of Scripture in I Corinthians 11:23-26 to guide our observance of Communion.
For I received from the Lord what I also passed on to you: the Lord Jesus, on the night He was betrayed, took bread, 24 and when He had given thanks, He broke it and said, ‘This is My body, which is for you; do this in remembrance of Me.’ 25 In the same way, after supper He took the cup, saying, ‘This cup is the new covenant in My blood; do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of Me.’ 26 For whenever you eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord’s Death until He comes.
Prayer: Choose your own words of prayer to give thanks for the bread and wine that represent the costly gift of His body and blood for us.

Take the bread: Jesus said: ‘This is My body, which is for you; do this in remembrance of Me.

Take the wine: Jesus said: This cup is the new covenant in My blood; do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of Me.’
Our closing song is ‘Come People of the Risen King’
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9j07fbld3uY 

Closing Prayer: 
Thank You Lord for this opportunity to gather to worship You today. We thank You for the inspirational example of the apostle Paul and the named and unnamed men and women who served with him and the other early church leaders in spreading the good news of the Gospel and planting churches all over the Roman world. We are so pleased that You have not changed and that Your Holy Spirit can help us do all we need to do for You this week. Please help us be encouragers not only here in church, but in all the places where we find ourselves this week, in Jesus’ name we pray, Amen
Benediction:  The Grace 

  May the Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,

                             the love of God 

                             and the Fellowship of the Holy Spirit, 

                             be with us all evermore, Amen
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