
Broughty Baptist update Sunday 2 April 2023 Luke 19 vs 28 to 48 Observing Jesus on Palm Sunday
Morning worship online starts at 10:30am on the Zoom platform; and at the same time in person in Panmurefield Baptist Centre
JAM Kids’ focus: takes place during the morning service today.
JAM young adults programme: 10.30am-11.45am: 
Breakthru 6.30pm - 8.15pm 
This service is led today by Isdale Anderson. Rev Derek Hutchinson will bring God’s Word and lead communion.
Call to Worship: Jesus Says: ‘Come In’ - gathering prayer:
However you travelled here today, 

Jesus says: “Come in!” 

However you’re feeling here today, 

Jesus says: “Come in!”

If you feel like making noise, 

Jesus says: “Come in!”

If you feel like being quiet, 

Jesus says: “Come in!” 

If you’re celebrating something great,

Jesus says: “Come in!”

If you’ve made some big mistakes, 

Jesus says: “Come in!” 

If you want to meet with Jesus,

Jesus says: “Come in!” 

He longs to restore, renew and rebuild us,

Jesus says: “Come in!” 

© Sam Hargreaves/Engage Worship. 

Opening praise: Make Way, Make Way (Graham Kendrick)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gNDCyAB1Mvs 
We continue in our praise by singing: ‘Come People of the risen king (Townend/Getty)’
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=azEWoyjj4LI 
Opening Prayer
Heavenly Father, 

   Thank You for the invitation to gather today to worship and adore You. We thank You for the joy of that first Palm Sunday when the crowds in Jerusalem proclaimed Blessed is the king who comes in the name of the Lord!’ ‘Peace in heaven and glory in the highest!’ We want to echo that sense of joy experienced that day as they welcomed Jesus to the Passover Festival as we come to sing Your praises and to offer our thanks for all the blessings we have received during this past week. We ask once more for the forgiveness of our sins and seek the fresh empowering by Your Holy Spirit to strengthen and equip us for the week that lies before us. We thank You for the blessing of belonging to a church family of people of all ages who have gathered to meet with You and to receive from Your Holy Word. We bring our prayers in Jesus’ name, Amen.   
Let us say together the words Jesus taught His disciples when He said:

'Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be Your name. 

Your kingdom come, 

Your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread, 

and forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors. 

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.       

For Yours is the kingdom, the power and the glory, for ever Amen. 
All Age Talk Isdale 
When I was at secondary school one of my favourite TV programmes was “Star Trek”. I loved watching Captain James Kirk and the USS “Enterprise” as they travelled across the vast distances of space having lots of exciting adventures. Every programme started with the voice over declaring the mission of the Enterprise.

In a bold voice it said: “Space: the final frontier. These are the voyages of the starship Enterprise. Its five-year mission: to explore strange new worlds. To seek out new life and new civilizations. To boldly go where no man has gone before!” Fantastic!
Because of the vast distances between planets, the Enterprise used to travel at incredibly fast speeds. Captain Kirk was always commanding the chief engineer, Scottie to increase the speed to Warp Factor 3 or Warp Factor 4 or whatever. I was never sure how fast that was but I just knew it was very fast. Apparently Warp 1 = speed of light.

Now that is fast! Light travels very fast – at 186,200 miles a second!

If you blink your eyes, in the time you took to blink – light could travel round the world three times!

Yet despite travelling so fast, when you look up at the sun, you are not seeing the light as it is now, but as it was 8 minutes ago as it has taken that amount of time for the light to travel the 93,000,000 miles that the sun is from our earth.

You start to realise just how big our solar system is.

Now scientists have not yet invented a rocket that allows people to travel at the speed of light. However if you imagine that was possible and you were in a rocket and fired into the sky at the speed of light, you would reach the moon in 1 second, Mars in 12 minutes and the planet Jupiter in 4 Hours. Pretty good eh?

However there is a lot more to space than just these planets. The earth is surrounded by different star systems. The nearest one is Proxima Centauri. It is 25,000,000,000,000 miles away. Have you any idea how long would it would take you to get there travelling at the speed of light? How about 4.25 light years!

As I said the problem is that at the moment we can’t travel at the speed of light as scientists haven’t developed a technology to allow us to do so. So using the best technology available at present it would take much, much longer to get to Proxima Centauri - 6,300 years!

The galaxy that planet earth is part of is called the Milky Way! It’s made up of over 100 billion stars. To travel from one end of the Milky Way to the other even at the speed of light would take a very, very long time. About 150,000 light years.

And that’s just one galaxy! Now due to new telescopes like the Hubbel Telescope scientists can look far into space and know there are hundreds of millions of galaxies! It just reminds us that the universe is very, very big.

I was listening to the radio recently and heard a lady called Jennifer Wiseman speaking. Jennifer is an astrophysicist and works for the American Space Agency (NASA) on the Hubble Space telescope that takes these fantastic pictures of space. It can take pictures of galaxies that are billions of light years away.

Jennifer is a Christian and became a scientist because she was curious about the universe. When she started university the only planets that scientists definitely knew existed were the ones in our solar system – Mercury, Mars, Venus etc.

Now scientists know that there are thousands of star systems with hundreds if not thousands of planets around them. 

The writers of the Bible were amazed when they looked up at the sky and saw the sun, moon and stars. No planets of course because they did not know that they were there.

 Here’s what the writer of Psalm 8 said:

“When I consider your heavens, the work of your fingers, the moon and the stars, which you have set in place; What is mankind that you are mindful of them? Human beings that you care for them? You have made them a little lower than the angels, and have crowned them with glory and honour.” V3-5

He was impressed by what he saw of the wonders of the sky above, and yet his understanding of the space was so small compared to ours. The people who wrote the Bible thought that the world was flat and covered over by a dome under which were the sun, moon and stars. Above the dome was water and when floods came, there were windows in the dome that let the water in as the writer of Genesis says in chapter 7 when describing the flood.

“11 In the six hundredth year of Noah’s life, on the seventeenth day of the second month—on that day all the springs of the great deep burst forth, and the floodgates of the heavens were opened. 12 And rain fell on the earth forty days and forty nights and the windows of heaven were opened.”

So if the Bible writers were impressed by the wonder of God’s creation and their small place in it – how much more should we be - given how much more we know about how vast and huge the universe is – and getting bigger all the time as it expands due to the effects of the Big Bang. 

Jennifer Wisemann says that given the immensity of the size of the universe – both scientists and Christians need humility. Humility among scientists to recognise that there is so much we still don’t know – and may never know. Humility among Christians that our God is way bigger than our little minds could ever hope to understand. There is so much about God that we don’t know nor ever will while we live. As Paul said “We see through a glass darkly”. (1 Corinthians13:12.  We will never understand all the ways of God. We need to accept that. Accept that there will always be mystery. And live with it.

  “12 For now we see through a glass, darkly; but then face to face: now I know in part; but then shall I know even as also I am known.”  1 Corinthians 13.12

We would like to know all the answers. We want certainty. But we need to accept that we know in part – and always will – until the day we meet with God face to face.
Song: ‘My God is so big’ https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wbrPc1S06oI 
Prayers for others   
Heavenly Father,
   Your Word reminds us of the importance of praying for the leaders of our country.  I urge, then, first of all, that petitions, prayers, intercession and thanksgiving be made for all people – 2 for kings and all those in authority, that we may live peaceful and quiet lives in all godliness and holiness. We do continue to pray for Your wisdom and guidance for our Prime Minister Rishi Sunak and his government in Westminster that they may act justly and effectively on behalf of the people of the United Kingdom. We pray too for the devolved administrations elected to serve in Wales, Scotland and Northern Ireland and pray too for all those in office that they would genuinely seek to do their best for the communities they serve. In particular, we come today to pray for our new First Minister Humza Yusaf and his cabinet that they may govern wisely and effectively in a way that can unite our country and help our country come through some particularly challenging times. We pray also for our local and regional politicians and give thanks for their willingness to serve their communities. 

    We continue to remember our Christian brothers and sisters enduring some very difficult times as a result of oppressive regimes in places like Afghanistan or Iran as well as others suffering along with other citizens in the areas affected by the earthquakes in Turkey and Syria. Lord have mercy upon them. We pray for a transformation of their circumstances at this time. Lord we also remember the people of East Africa like Kenya and parts of Uganda where food shortages are a serious problem and even in relatively richer countries like Egypt where the rapidly rising costs of food is putting the cost of many basic food products out of reach of the budgets of a growing proportion of the population. Lord have mercy upon them.
    In this season of Easter, we pray for refreshment and rest for the teachers and pupils in our schools after another busy term’s work, as well the opportunities for breaks for others of us in the warmer spring weather. We thank You for the changing seasons and the different sights and sounds and smells in nature that we can enjoy. We do appreciate this beautiful world in which we live and ask that You would help us to take care of it.  
In the Baptist Union of Scotland:
This week we give thanks for: Coatbridge Baptist Church, Collydean Baptist Church, Glenrothes; Cornton Baptist Church, Stirling, and Cowal Baptist Church, Dunoon.
We pray for Your blessing and guidance for their work and ministries. 
We pray also for the other churches in Broughty Ferry, for Your guidance and direction for them as they serve You in this week of Easter services and reflection, together with the collective hot-cross buns distribution in the centre of our community on Good Friday as a witness to the wider community. We pray that together in our community we may honour and glorify God as we witness to our Lord through our words and deeds.  
In our own congregation: 
Heavenly Father, 

    We are so thankful for Moraig Piggot’s progress in recovery from her surgery a week ago. We are so glad that she is now able to come home to undertake the next stage of her recovery from surgery. We pray too for Fergus Rice who has also been in hospital this week and ask for Your touch on his life at this time and pray that he may soon see a significant improvement in his health. We also pray for strength for other family members supporting him through this difficult time. We also remember other people from the church that have had tough times with their health this week and pray for their healing at this time. We continue to pray for the restoration of health and strength for Charles Cain, Arlene Piggot and Sandra Savage after their time in hospital, and for Jan Ford as well at this time.   

    We continue to pray for the bereaved connected with our church, for Alison Blackwell, Hamid Ditta, Dorothy Galloway, Jeanne Purves and their respective families and friends. We ask that You would strengthen and sustain them through their times of sadness. 

        We continue to pray for, John Asbury, Jim Black, Ingrid Brodie, John Cairney, Mary Davidson, Robin and Aileen Goudie, Sam Horn, Joyce and Jim Lynn, Gwen Paterson, Mary Vallis, Bill Turner, Ann Steer, Ann McLeod and Anne Wallace 
We name others now in the silence who need Your healing touch and a sense of Your loving presence….
Lord, may they all feel Your comfort, strength and most of all Your healing.
We bring all these prayers to You in the mighty and powerful name of Jesus, Amen.
Bible Reading Luke 19:28-48:
28 After Jesus had said this, He went on ahead, going up to Jerusalem. 29 As He approached Bethphage and Bethany at the hill called the Mount of Olives, He sent two of His disciples, saying to them, 30 ‘Go to the village ahead of you, and as you enter it, you will find a colt tied there, which no one has ever ridden. Untie it and bring it here. 31 If anyone asks you, “Why are you untying it?” say, “The Lord needs it.”’
32 Those who were sent ahead went and found it just as He had told them. 33 As they were untying the colt, its owners asked them, ‘Why are you untying the colt?’
34 They replied, ‘The Lord needs it.’
35 They brought it to Jesus, threw their cloaks on the colt and put Jesus on it. 36 As He went along, people spread their cloaks on the road.
37 When He came near the place where the road goes down the Mount of Olives, the whole crowd of disciples began joyfully to praise God in loud voices for all the miracles they had seen:
38 ‘Blessed is the king who comes in the name of the Lord!’
‘Peace in heaven and glory in the highest!’
39 Some of the Pharisees in the crowd said to Jesus, ‘Teacher, rebuke your disciples!’
40 ‘I tell you,’ He replied, ‘if they keep quiet, the stones will cry out.’
41 As He approached Jerusalem and saw the city, He wept over it 42 and said, ‘If you, even you, had only known on this day what would bring you peace – but now it is hidden from your eyes. 43 The days will come upon you when your enemies will build an embankment against you and encircle you and hem you in on every side. 44 They will dash you to the ground, you and the children within your walls. They will not leave one stone on another, because you did not recognise the time of God’s coming to you.’
45 When Jesus entered the temple courts, He began to drive out those who were selling. 46 ‘It is written,’ He said to them, ‘“My house will be a house of prayer”; but you have made it “a den of robbers”.’
47 Every day He was teaching at the temple. But the chief priests, the teachers of the law and the leaders among the people were trying to kill Him. 48 Yet they could not find any way to do it, because all the people hung on His words.
Song: ‘Ride on, Ride on in majesty’
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=g-qDQSjnzH8 
The Message: Luke 19: 28-48 Observing Jesus on Palm Sunday Rev Derek Hutchinson

Introduction

Wednesday of this week sees the commencement of the Jewish Passover which runs through the Easter weekend to the following Wednesday. The events of Palm Sunday were of course at the start of the Passover week when Jesus was, we believe, 33 years of age. What we’re going to read and consider this morning in Luke 19:28-48 is rooted in a time, a date and a place. It is fact. It is history. God has directly intervened in so many ways and at so many times in human history and Palm Sunday marks the beginning of His most dramatic intervention, the crucifixion and resurrection of Jesus. Our focus today is ‘Observing Jesus on Palm Sunday’. In preparation for the sermon and to encourage reflection afterwards, here are some things which you might find helpful.
1. Think of the people around Jesus that day and what they saw in Jesus and heard from Him:  
All levels of society were there, even children. Matthew tells us 15 But when the chief priests and the teachers of the law saw the wonderful things he did and the children shouting in the temple courts, “Hosanna to the Son of David,” they were indignant.16 “Do you hear what these children are saying?” they asked him. “Yes,” replied Jesus, “have you never read “‘from the lips of children and infants you, Lord, have called forth your praise’?” Matthew 21:15-16

2. Think of how the Holy Scriptures shaped Jesus behaviour and responses: 
In the sermon we’ll explore how Old Testament scripture influenced Jesus view of behaviour at the Temple.
3. Think of Jesus association with the Temple:                                                                                    
At the age of 8 days: Luke 3:21-24: On the eighth day, when it was time to circumcise the child, he was named Jesus, the name the angel had given him before he was conceived 22 When the time came for the purification rites required by the Law of Moses, Joseph and Mary took him to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord 23 (as it is written in the Law of the Lord, “Every firstborn male is to be consecrated to the Lord”), 24 and to offer a sacrifice in keeping with what is said in the Law of the Lord: “a pair of doves or two young pigeons.” 
At the age of 12: Luke 3:45, 46:  When they did not find him, they went back to Jerusalem to look for him. 46 After three days they found him in the temple courts, sitting among the teachers, listening to them and asking them questions.                                                                                                                      
And how He spoke of Himself in fulfilment of the temple: John 2:19: Jesus answered them, “Destroy this temple, and I will raise it again in three days.” 
4. Think of how the gospel writers collate the facts about the Temple:                                   
Notice how John records a cleansing of the Temple, John 2:13-22. It seems to happen at the beginning of Jesus’ public ministry. Did it happen twice because of the extent of corruption? Or perhaps John here collates the facts about Jesus to emphasis His embodiment of the ‘Temple’ in Himself as in: John 1:14: The Word became flesh and made His dwelling among us. Literally: ‘Tabernacled’ / ‘Templed’ among us.                                                                                                           
Mark on the other hand appears to hold back the account of the Temple cleansing almost to emphasis a sense of anti-climax. He often records the facts of Jesus ministry to highlight Jesus as the son of man AND the son of God.  Mark 11:11: Jesus entered Jerusalem and went into the temple courts. He looked around at everything, but since it was already late, He went out to Bethany with the Twelve. 
5. Finally think of the significance of Jerusalem today and in the long unfolding revelation of God’s grace to and through this city: 
The prophecy of Jesus about this city which we note in the sermon today is chilling. It is a prophecy which found terrible fulfilment less than 40 years after His resurrection. There is a sobering reminder of that prophecy today in the significance of the tensions around the Western wall, the Al-Aqsa Mosque and the Temple Mount areas of Jerusalem. Matthew records these profoundly significant words of Jesus: 
Matthew 23:37-38: “Jerusalem, Jerusalem, you who kill the prophets and stone those sent to you, how often I have longed to gather your children together, as a hen gathers her chicks under her wings, and you were not willing. 38 Look, your house is left to you desolate. 39 For I tell you, you will not see me again until you say, ‘Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord.’”
These words were spoken by Jesus after Palm Sunday, during the Passover celebrations and following seven blistering curses against the religious establishment. His words also followed His only destructive miracle; the cursing of the fig tree, the day after Palm Sunday. Truly, in the sermon today we observe Jesus on a very significant day in human history.

Questions for reflection: 

What do we need to deal with and get rid of so that we can truly fix our affection on Jesus?
Song: Turn Your Eyes Upon Jesus 
Turn Your Eyes (Sovereign Grace Music) - YouTube 

The Lord’s Supper 
Jesus invites all Christian who have committed their lives to follow Him to participate in this act of worship. The apostle Paul wrote these words of Scripture in I Corinthians 11:23-26 to guide our observance of Communion.
For I received from the Lord what I also passed on to you: the Lord Jesus, on the night He was betrayed, took bread, 24 and when He had given thanks, He broke it and said, ‘This is My body, which is for you; do this in remembrance of Me.’ 25 In the same way, after supper He took the cup, saying, ‘This cup is the new covenant in My blood; do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of Me.’ 26 For whenever you eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord’s Death until He comes.
Prayer: Choose your own words of prayer to give thanks for the bread and wine that represent the costly gift of His body and blood for us.

Take the bread: Jesus said: ‘This is My body, which is for you; do this in remembrance of Me.

Take the wine: Jesus said: This cup is the new covenant in My blood; do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of Me.’
Our closing song is ‘Hosanna (Praise is rising) - Paul Baloche’
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oAaQ5EEXidc 

Closing Prayer: 
Thank You Lord for the blessing of gathering at the start of another week to worship You and to share in a time of fellowship together today. As we scatter to our homes and places of work and other places where we will be this week, we pray for Your blessing upon us and ask that You would help us also to be a blessing to others around us, in Jesus’ name we pray, Amen 
Benediction:  The Grace 

  May the Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,

                             the love of God 

                             and the Fellowship of the Holy Spirit, 

                             be with us all evermore, Amen
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