
Broughty Baptist update Sunday 23 April 2023 I Thessalonians 4:13-18 The Church:  Our expectation for the future
Morning worship online starts at 10:30am on the Zoom platform; and at the same time in person in Panmurefield Baptist Centre
JAM Kids’ focus: The children will leave for their separate programme part way through the service
JAM young adults programme: JAM, next in the series on "Sermon on the Mount; Session 6 - How to really love your enemies, Matthew 5:38 - 48", led by Helen Sellarajah & David Webster.
Breakthru 6.30pm - 8.15pm Breakthru, with all the usual fun, games, possibly Monopoly, worship, teaching, discussion and refreshments, led by Martin Leiper & Aedan Shiel. The topic this week is "Set your youth group on fire!" (obviously not literally!!)
This service is led today by Rev Brian Talbot who will also preach the message and lead the communion service.

Call to Worship: Psalm 130 responsive reading:
Out of the depths I cry to You, O Lord; O Lord hear my voice.
Let Your ears be attentive to my cry for mercy.
If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand?
But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared.
I wait for the Lord, my soul waits and in His word I put my hope.
My soul waits for the Lord more than watchmen wait for the morning –more than watchmen wait for the morning
O Israel put your hope in the Lord
For with the Lord is unfailing love and with Him is full redemption. He Himself will redeem Israel from all their sins.
Opening praise: ‘King of kings’ (Hillsong)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7OnfQpZr030 
We continue in our praise by singing: ‘Here is Love’
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MbZeHNkT91c 
Opening Prayer
Thank You Lord for Your amazing love for the world You created and in particular for the people created in Your image. The Bible reminds us that God so loved the world that He gave His one and only Son that whoever believes in Him shall not perish but have everlasting life. We are so grateful for Your unmerited kindness to us through Jesus. As the psalmist declared - For with the Lord is unfailing love and with Him is full redemption. We come before You today seeking to meet with You as we sing our songs of praise and worship; as we read and reflect on Your Word and as we come before You in prayer. Purify us afresh from our sins and fill us once again with Your Holy Spirit as we commence another new week. Guide and direct us that we may lead lives that are honouring to You, in Jesus’ name we pray, Amen.    
Let us say together the words Jesus taught His disciples when He said:

'Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be Your name. 

Your kingdom come, 

Your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread, 

and forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors. 

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.       

For Yours is the kingdom, the power and the glory, for ever Amen. 
All Age Talk   Can you remember what happened or will happen? – A Quiz
Question 1: Put these statements in order

· Jesus rose from the dead
· Jesus died on the cross
· Jesus ascended back to heaven
Question 2: What happens to Christians who have died when Jesus comes back?
· They stay in heaven and wait for His return   or,
· They will come with Jesus and meet with those of us alive at that time.
Question 3: What signs accompany Jesus’ coming?
· A quiet whisper announcing His coming
· A loud command announcing His coming
· A calm normal voice announcing His coming
Question 4: What signs accompany Jesus’ coming?

A heavenly being will make a loud announcement.  Is it:
· A cherubim
· An Angel
· An Archangel 
Question 5: What signs accompany Jesus’ coming?

A musical instrument will be played.  Is it:
· The bagpipes
· A pipe organ
· A trumpet
Question 6: What signs accompany Jesus’ coming?

We get perfect new bodies – in which order?
· Those who died and those alive on earth get them at the same time
· Those who died get them first
· Those who are alive on earth get them first
Question 7: What signs accompany Jesus’ coming?
Those who had died and those alive on earth when Jesus returns will meet –where?
·  in the clouds in the sky
· On earth 
· In heaven
Question 8: Why did Paul give this information?

· To help us in a Bible quiz?
· To warn people to be ready for this event?
· To encourage Christians that God has taken care of our future?
If you are looking for answers to these questions look at Paul’s summary of what will happen in I Thessalonians 4:13-18.  I believe this is an exciting passage in the Bible that reminds us that God has already taken care of our future. The question for us is this: Am I trusting in Jesus, the hope of the nations, and ready for His return? Or do I need to stop and think about taking that step even today?  
Song: ‘Jesus Hope of the nations’.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GuK5fZ9Ur9c 

Prayers for others   
Heavenly Father,
     We continue to remember in our prayers the many people in the world who are facing exceptionally difficult living conditions at this time. We pray for those experiencing extreme weather conditions as a result of climate changes and ask that they may get the assistance they need at this time. We pray for those in Sudan, Yemen, Myanmar and Ukraine as well as any other country where ordinary people are enduring the trauma of war. We pray for an end to the violence and killing and plead for a cessation of hostilities, together with justice and recompense for those who have endured so much. We pray for the people and countries especially affected by the cost of living crisis, especially in those where even obtaining the basic necessities of food supplies and other essentials is a serious problem that they can be assisted by better off nations so that all can have their basic needs met.

    We pray today for the people of Turkey and Syria who have endured so much as a result of the recent earthquakes, following on from the dreadful war of the last decade in Syria and the resultant flow of refugees to other parts of that country and into neighbouring countries like Turkey, Lebanon and Jordan. We pray that the actions of international governments and aid agencies will continue vigorously supporting those in need for as long as it takes for them to rebuild their lives again. Today, we particularly thank You for the work of Barnabas Fund both outside the region, together with local partners in these countries assisting those in so much need of assistance at this time.  

   We pray too for our own political leaders in this country in Edinburgh and London. We are deeply concerned by the need for investigations into the conduct of a number of individuals at this time. We pray that those investigating will do so fairly and impartially and that justice will be seen to be done. We pray for wisdom for our politicians at every level that You would help them to govern our country wisely and effectively for the good of all the people who live here. 
  We pray too for all the young people in our congregation as well as others who will be sitting crucial exams over the next few weeks.  We pray that You would enable each one to be able to do their best as they take these examinations.
In the Baptist Union of Scotland: 
This week we give thanks for: Dedridge Baptist Church, Livingston Dennistoun Baptist Church, Glasgow; Denny Baptist Church and Dingwall Baptist Church. We pray for Your blessing and guidance for their work and ministries. 
We pray also for the other churches in Broughty Ferry, for Your guidance and direction for them as they gather for worship today. We pray that together in our community we may honour and glorify God as we witness to our Lord through our words and deeds.  
In our own congregation: 
Heavenly Father, 

     We are so thankful for all Your loving kindness to us through all we have experienced this past week. We continue to pray for Moraig Piggot, Ellen Brown, Ann McLeod and Fergus Rice for further progress in the recovery of their health. We ask that You would encourage and strengthen them and their families through this difficult time.

   We also remember other people from the church that have had tough times with their health this week and pray for their healing at this time. We continue to pray for the restoration of health and strength for Charles Cain, Arlene Piggot and Sandra Savage after their time in hospital, and for Jan Ford as well at this time.   

    We continue to pray for the bereaved connected with our church, for Alison Blackwell, Hamid Ditta, Dorothy Galloway, Jeanne Purves and their respective families and friends. We ask that You would strengthen and sustain them through their times of sadness. 

        We continue to pray for, John Asbury, Jim Black, Ingrid Brodie, John Cairney, Mary Davidson, Robin and Aileen Goudie, Sam Horn, Joyce and Jim Lynn, Gwen Paterson, Mary Vallis, Bill Turner, Ann Steer and Anne Wallace 
We name others now in the silence who need Your healing touch and a sense of Your loving presence….
Lord, may they all feel Your comfort, strength and most of all Your healing.
We bring all these prayers to You in the mighty and powerful name of Jesus, Amen.
Bible Reading: I Thessalonians 4:13-18:
Brothers and sisters, we do not want you to be uninformed about those who sleep in death, so that you do not grieve like the rest of mankind, who have no hope. 14 For we believe that Jesus died and rose again, and so we believe that God will bring with Jesus those who have fallen asleep in Him. 15 According to the Lord’s word, we tell you that we who are still alive, who are left until the coming of the Lord, will certainly not precede those who have fallen asleep. 16 For the Lord Himself will come down from heaven, with a loud command, with the voice of the archangel and with the trumpet call of God, and the dead in Christ will rise first. 17 After that, we who are still alive and are left will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And so we will be with the Lord for ever. 18 Therefore encourage one another with these words.
Song: ‘When the trumpet of the Lord shall sound’
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MjCY0FymNGw 


Message:  I Thessalonians 4:13-18 The Church: Our expectations for the future
Introduction

We live in a world of competing voices to whom do you and I listen? How much evidence is required prior to us accepting what someone says is the truth? Whom do we trust? The battle over what happens when we die in our increasingly secular society can only become more intense. The rise in the number of humanist funerals is only one signal of the nature of the beliefs of a significant minority of people in the United Kingdom. Atheists down the ages have been very vocal on this subject. ‘Religion teaches the dangerous nonsense that death is not the end.’ (Richard Dawkins, "Religion's Misguided Missiles" September 15, 2001).  In Scotland, where people self-identifying as non-religious has been significantly on the increase in recent years, this is an exception to the bigger world-wide picture where a decrease in this perspective is more common. The people claiming no-religion reached a height of 19.2% of the world population in 1970, but this had declined to 12.9% by the year 2000 and to 11.2% at the start of 2023, whereas the major religions had all seen growth in the twenty-first century.  The largest faith community are those who profess to be Christians with 2,604 million adherents in January 2023 (Peter Brierley, Future First (Number 86, April 2023), p. 3). Numbers are not everything, but it does appear that a high proportion of the world’s population is convinced that life is much more than what we can experience through our physical senses. Although Richard Dawkins has had an extraordinary amount of airtime over the years, it appears that the number of people convinced by his arguments has significantly decreased in the present century.

    However, long before Dawkins a more famous proponent of the same views had articulated an approach to knowledge and understanding that, if you accepted the grounds on which his argument were articulated [now shown to be false!], appeared to rule out the possibility of the existence of God and life after death. The philosophy of Positivism, founded by the famous atheist A.J. Ayer, is the philosophy that anything not verifiable by the senses is nonsense. Because Near Death Experiences (NDE) mark the end of the senses, Positivists believe the survival of the senses after death is nonsense. But this philosophy has been challenged by its founder A. J. Ayer himself. Later in life, Ayer had a NDE. Ayer's NDE made him a changed man: "My recent experiences have slightly weakened my conviction that my genuine death ... will be the end of me, though I continue to hope that it will be." (Ayer, The Sunday Telegraph (28th August 1988). None of his circle, however, denied Ayer's claim to have had an extraordinary experience while his heart was stopped for around four minutes on one occasion. And a year later, his wife said, "Freddie has been so much nicer since he died." What his friends questioned was whether his NDE account was the entire truth. Now the surgeon who attended him has broken a long silence. He told an author who wrote a play about the affair: “Ayer told me he saw the Supreme Being.” There was no further elucidation. The physician said simply that when Ayer recovered, “he told me he saw the Supreme Being.” His friends were astounded. Ayer had admitted there was a god! Was this another joke? If not, why did he withhold it from his story? Was it that he could not face the possibility that he had built a glittering career on a false premise? [Kevin Williams, Analysis of Near Death Experiences of Atheists 24 Sept.2019 https://near-death.com/an-analysis-of-the-ndes-of-atheists] God alone knows what actually took place. However, this suggestion is a very real explanation for many people hoping that death is the end that they are not ultimately accountable to the God who created and redeemed humanity through Christ. If He exists then everything else in life or death has to be viewed in a different light. When Jesus ascended back to heaven His disciples were shocked and full of sadness at His departure. However, God sent two angels who conveyed a clear message to them, which greatly encouraged them to go back to Jerusalem and do what Jesus had asked them to do. Acts 1:10-11 stated: They [followers of Jesus] were looking intently up into the sky as He was going, when suddenly two men dressed in white stood beside them. 11 “Men of Galilee,” they said, “why do you stand here looking into the sky? This same Jesus, who has been taken from you into heaven, will come back in the same way you have seen Him go into heaven.” Will we take God’s assurance regarding the coming of Jesus or will we as humans make up our own stories of origins for the universe and create mythical unobservable multiverses, to avoid facing up to the reality that the grave is not the end? Paul, the great apostle, made a number of clear observations regarding Jesus’ second coming in his letters to the young church at Thessalonica. Let us take note of what he was saying in the first of these letters and why it was said. Paul, in the earlier past of I Thessalonians chapter four, warned them not to be complacent about living holy lives, because God would one day call us all to account. Having made that point clear, Paul moved on to the practical reality of the coming of Jesus and clarified some misapprehensions held by these young Christians.   
The Fact of His Coming

What points is Paul particularly highlighting here? 

(1) He is dispelling ignorance about life after death (I Thess.4:13) Brothers and sisters, we do not want you to be uninformed about those who sleep in death, so that you do not grieve like the rest of mankind, who have no hope. What has led Paul to address this subject here? Scholars appear to suggest that these Thessalonian Christians had grasped Paul’s teaching about the imminence of Christ’s return, that is, to expect it any day and within their own lifetime. This should be the pattern in every generation in history. John Wesley had captured the New Testament balance on this subject. The gist of his thinking was this: ‘Be ready if Christ should return today, but plan as if Christ would not return for a thousand years’. A member of the crowd once asked him what he had planned to do over the next twenty-four hours. He opened his diary and listed his preaching appointments. The person then responded: ‘If you knew for certain that Jesus was returning in twenty-four hours what changes would you make? None! was the essence of his response. This is such an important point to grasp. The Christian Church too often over the centuries has fallen into two sources of error on this subject. One group of Christians has virtually no interest in this topic at all, forgetting that there are few subjects in the Bible given a greater share of the biblical text. They have no sense of urgency about our calling as witnesses in the world, and seem unaware of the shortness of time for taking the whole gospel to the whole world in this generation. By contrast, another section of the Christian Church is totally obsessed with the end times. They make up the most detailed and intricate charts with plans and schedules that go far beyond anything God has revealed to us. From the ranks of such people there have been predicted dates which have led to all sorts of errors, even the start of new sects like the Seventh Day Adventists, after American Baptist minister William Miller falsely predicted the second coming of Christ on three occasions. He, thankfully, admitted the error of his ways, but it has not stopped other Christians having a go at predicting a date, despite the clear biblical warning against taking such a step. Jesus said: “But about that day or hour no one knows, not even the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. 33 Be on guard! Be alert! You do not know when that time will come (Mark 13:32-33). We rightly criticise the Jehovah’s Witnesses for their false predictions of Jesus’ return (incidentally they have now given up making such specific predictions since the latest failure in the 1970s), but we need to approach this subject with careful biblical confidence. It appears that in Thessalonica there was a sense of panic that some devout Christians had died and Jesus had not yet returned. Had they missed out on the blessings related to His coming? Had they been punished for unknown sins and died premature deaths (see I Corinthians 11: 30-32)? No! says Paul they have not missed anything by dying before the return of Jesus. As Christians we know that Jesus will come back as He promised! God’s promises and prophesies concerning His first coming were proven correct, therefore, we can have total confidence that He has the future in His hands. We grieve at our loss because we are human and experience real pain when a precious loved one leaves this life. But as we lower the coffin into the ground or watch a casket descend in the crematorium, as Christians, we declare with confidence: Death is not the end. Jesus is coming back. Our future and that of believers who have passed on is secure in His Almighty hands. Many people have no hope. Our hope is in Jesus who said to a grieving Martha: “I am the resurrection and the life. The one who believes in Me will live, even though they die (John 11:25); Hallelujah!

(2) He is giving the ground of hope for life after death (I Thess.4:14) 14For we believe that Jesus died and rose again, and so we believe that God will bring with Jesus those who have fallen asleep in Him. Adolf Deissman, in his famous work Light from the Ancient East (p.176), quoted from a letter of an Egyptian lady Irene who had been recently bereaved herself, but who sought to offer comfort to her friends Taonnophris and Philo who were now also experiencing a death in their family. ‘Irene to Taonnophris and Philo, good comfort. I am as sorry and weep over the departed one as I wept for Didymas. And all things, whatsoever were fitting, I have done and all mine… [list of family names]. But, nevertheless, against such things one can do nothing. Therefore comfort one another.’ She had nothing to offer as a source of comfort to her dear friends, except an acknowledgement that she understood their pain. What a contrast to the Christian hope declared by the apostle Paul, in his famous message on the resurrection. When the perishable has been clothed with the imperishable, and the mortal with immortality, then the saying that is written will come true: “Death has been swallowed up in victory.’ 55 “Where, O death, is your victory? Where, O death, is your sting?” 56 The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law. 57 But thanks be to God! He gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ (I Corinthians.15:54-57). In those first few days and weeks after a bereavement –yes and for much longer sometimes, the sting of death hurts a great deal even for Christians after the passing of a much loved fellow believer. Yet we join with the apostle in declaring the ground of our hope in our own future resurrection here in I Thessalonians 4:14: For we believe that Jesus died and rose again, and so we believe that God will bring with Jesus those who have fallen asleep in Him. It is not a plucking of fanciful theories out of the air, instead our resurrection is grounded in the fact of the bodily resurrection of Christ. He died, and probably we may die too, unless we are alive at His return; He rose and so definitely will you and me who have put our faith in Him! God has already proved in the definitive event of human history, two thousand years ago, that He is Lord over all. Over life, over death and for eternity, in the person of Jesus Christ; praise God we have this hope!      
(3) He is sharing the chronology of life after death (I Thess.4:15) According to the Lord’s word, we tell you that we who are still alive, who are left until the coming of the Lord, will certainly not precede those who have fallen asleep. All of us want to be alive when Jesus returns. The joy on that day when He appears in the clouds will be indescribable joy for believers and utter horror and despair for unbelievers. However, is it an advantage to be here at that time or to have gone home first and returned with Jesus? Neither party has an advantage, says Paul. First of all, to ask such a question is to fall into the trap of thinking of a chronology of eternity. Time is part of the created order, so from God’s eternal perspective no-one has the priority over other believers. We are all in it together fully committed to God’s timetable for the fulfilment of His plans. It is a ‘win-win’ situation for the believer either way. If we are here when He comes, then praise God what a day that will be! If we have already died - praise God, as Paul told the Corinthians in II Cor.5:6-9: Therefore we are always confident and know that as long as we are at home in the body we are away from the Lord. 7For we live by faith, not by sight. 8 We are confident, I say, and would prefer to be away from the body and at home with the Lord. 9 So we make it our goal to please Him, whether we are at home in the body or away from it. I hope we have all grasped this point and been encouraged by it.    
(4) He is giving a description of His Coming (I Thessalonians 4:16-18) 16For the Lord Himself will come down from heaven, with a loud command, with the voice of the archangel and with the trumpet call of God, and the dead in Christ will rise first. 17 After that, we who are still alive and are left will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And so we will be with the Lord forever. 18 Therefore encourage one another with these words. Nowhere else in the Bible is there as good a description of the return of Jesus as here in this passage. It is a simple statement of the facts that everyone can understand. What points does he make about Jesus’ return? 

(a) It will be with a loud command (I Thessalonians 4:16) the Greek word used here was used in military contexts of an officer giving orders to his troops about to enter a battle; used in the navy of the master dictating the pace to rowers in a boat under his command; used by a hunter to his hounds and by a charioteer to his horses. How loud will it be? I think you can get the picture from Jesus’ words in John 5:28-29:“Do not be amazed at this, for a time is coming when all who are in their graves will hear His voice 29 and come out—those who have done what is good will rise to live, and those who have done what is evil will rise to be condemned. Those who have hearing problems need not fear- no-one will miss that voice. The government emergency alarm test signal that apparently is being sent at 3pm this afternoon to UK phones will not compare with it! The whole earth will be bouncing at the sound and every source of noise on the planet will be instantly stilled. Sports fixtures will pause; work tasks will finish; children playing in the park will stop; all kinds of media broadcasts will freeze. Traffic on the highway will come to a standstill.  Notice has been given; King Jesus is on His way –make way for the King! 

(ii) It will be with the voice of an archangel and the trumpet call of God (I Thessalonians 4:16b) After Jesus has first announced His return, then we will hear from an archangel –no details given, we will find out what instructions he will give on that day. This voice will be accompanied by the sound of a trumpet playing –the sign of a declaration of the coming King. This will follow the previous pattern, for example, when God gave Moses the Ten Commandments. Prior to the reception of the moral law of God, Exodus 19: 16-17 reported: 16 On the morning of the third day there was thunder and lightning, with a thick cloud over the mountain, and a very loud trumpet blast. Everyone in the camp trembled. 17 Then Moses led the people out of the camp to meet with God, and they stood at the foot of the mountain. Once again, you will not miss this sound or event –no-one could fail to see it. This rapture of God’s people will be public not secret; it will be final and definitive, not simply another step on the road to the establishment of Jesus’ eternal kingdom. 

(iii) The King of Kings will return in person For the Lord Himself will come down from heaven (I Thessalonians 4:16a); Revelation 1:7 declares: “Look, He is coming with the clouds,” and “every eye will see Him, even those who pierced Him”; and all peoples on earth “will mourn because of Him.” So shall it be! Amen. It will not only be visible, but also an awesome spectacle. II Thessalonians 1:7: This will happen when the Lord Jesus is revealed from heaven in blazing fire with His powerful angels. 

(iv) and the dead in Christ will rise first (I Thessalonians 4:16c) Any chronological references are from a human perspective here on earth; however, that being said, believers who are alive at the time will see in the clouds our Lord, heavenly beings in great numbers, together with believers who have died prior to Christ’s return. They will be visible with their new resurrection bodies which they had received in the very moment prior to their coming with Christ. From God’s perspective, those who remain on earth will also be transformed at the same time, but from the perspective of those on earth, there will be a short moment of time as we take in the glorious spectacle before us. What a glorious day to look forward to if you have put your faith in Jesus.  Have you done so? If not, why not take that step today?

(v) After that, we who are still alive and are left will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air (I Thessalonians 4:17a) There will be no need for a plane ticket or to pass through custom checks; no concern re baggage restrictions or what we shall wear. The Lord Himself will have taken care of everything. We will simply rise up into the clouds to join that vast gathering of His people. Actually the word translated caught up has the idea in secular Greek ‘to carry off by force’. It will be with some power. The only picture that comes to mind as I write this message is the force with which you move forward in a roller-coaster, in a place like Alton Towers. Yet no risk of injury because the Lord Himself is in charge of the occasion! No words will suffice to describe the scene; no pleasure on earth will even come close to the joy unspeakable experienced on that day as we meet in the air. If we are ready because we are following Jesus! Are you ready? 

(vi) Our final destination And so we will be with the Lord forever (I Thessalonians 4:17b) Our final separation from those we have been parted from will be over for ever; eternity in all its blessed fullness will be our experience as followers of Jesus. God has everything planned for your eternity and mine.  Have you received His free gift of salvation through Jesus? This gift is only yours if you consciously choose to accept it. 

(vii) The purpose of this information Therefore encourage one another with these words (I Thessalonians 4:18) Do you know Jesus as your Lord and Saviour? I hope so –if you can say ‘yes’, then be encouraged. If not, do not delay, because Jesus’ is coming soon and you may never get another opportunity to put your faith and trust in Him. If these words of the apostle in I Thessalonians 4 do not thrill your heart as a Christian then something is wrong with your emotions! This is going to be the greatest day in history- nothing, absolutely nothing can compare with it. What is more, the King of Kings has planned this glorious celebration with you and me (and all other believers) in mind, so that we might witness the great glory given to His Son. The one formerly humiliated in a manger as a helpless babe; the one hanging helpless nailed to a cross; the one lying cold and motionless in a stone tomb, is now victorious over sin; victorious over death; victorious over the devil and now returning as the conquering King; as Lord of Lords, for ever and ever. John in Revelation pictured this scene of celebration in heaven: After this I heard what sounded like the roar of a great multitude in heaven shouting: “Hallelujah! Salvation and glory and power belong to our God… (Revelation 19:1). Amen and Amen   Come Lord Jesus!  
Question for reflection: If Jesus came back later today or tomorrow, would you be ready for His coming? 

Song:  ‘Before the throne of God above’
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EQ6QaZcPphM&list=RDEQ6QaZcPphM&start_radio=1&rv=EQ6QaZcPphM&t=56 
The Lord’s Supper 
Jesus invites all Christian who have committed their lives to follow Him to participate in this act of worship. The apostle Paul wrote these words of Scripture in I Corinthians 11:23-26 to guide our observance of Communion.
For I received from the Lord what I also passed on to you: the Lord Jesus, on the night He was betrayed, took bread, 24 and when He had given thanks, He broke it and said, ‘This is My body, which is for you; do this in remembrance of Me.’ 25 In the same way, after supper He took the cup, saying, ‘This cup is the new covenant in My blood; do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of Me.’ 26 For whenever you eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord’s Death until He comes.
Prayer: Choose your own words of prayer to give thanks for the bread and wine that represent the costly gift of His body and blood for us.

Take the bread: Jesus said: ‘This is My body, which is for you; do this in remembrance of Me.

Take the wine: Jesus said: This cup is the new covenant in My blood; do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of Me.’
Our closing song: ‘Christ our hope in life and death’
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OibIi1rz7mw&list=RDOibIi1rz7mw&start_radio=1 

Closing Prayer: 
Come Lord Jesus Come! We look forward with great joy to welcome Your return as the King of Kings and Lord of Lords. We know that it is a win-win situation for us as Your followers. For some (or maybe all of us) here today we may get the home-call first and enter Your nearer presence through death. But, we live with the very real possibility that some (or many) of us may still be alive when Jesus returns in the clouds. Lord, help us to live in a way now that would be pleasing to You on the day of Your return. Help us always to be ready to meet with You in person on that glorious day. We bring our prayer in Jesus’ precious name, Amen. 
Benediction:  The Grace 

  May the Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,

                             the love of God 

                             and the Fellowship of the Holy Spirit, 

                             be with us all evermore, Amen
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