
Broughty Baptist update Sunday 26 February 2023 Ecclesiastes 3:1-8 A time for war and a time for peace
Morning worship online starts at 10:30am on the Zoom platform; and at the same time in person in Panmurefield Baptist Centre
JAM Kids’ focus: takes place during the morning service today.
JAM young adults programme: 10.30am-11.45am: At the request of the young people we are looking at "Communion - why do we celebrate Communion and what does it mean?"
Led by Gary Torbet & Helen Sellarajah
Breakthru:  7:00-8.30pm Cooking evening: We shall start by preparing a meal together and enjoy this together. Followed by games, worship, teaching, discussion and prayer. On the menu this Sunday is Chicken Fajitas and Vegetable Fajitas, and on the spiritual menu "Don't be so dependent on feeling it?" Led by Gary Torbet, Martin Leiper and Aedan Shiel;
These are lovely evenings or fellowship, cooking, food and worship - please join us if you can!!
This service is led today by Rev Brian Talbot who will also bring God’s Word and lead communion.
Call to Worship: Psalm 59 responsive reading
Deliver me from my enemies, O God;
    
Be my fortress against those who are attacking me.
See how they lie in wait for me!
They conspire against me
 for no offence or sin of mine, Lord.
I have done no wrong, yet they are ready to attack me.
Arise to help me; look on my plight!
I will sing of Your strength,
in the morning I will sing of Your love;
for You are my fortress,
my refuge in times of trouble.
You are my strength, I sing praise to you;
    
You, God, are my fortress,
 my God on whom I can rely.
Opening praise: ‘O God our help in ages past’
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ssr-Ga3Mz6Q 

We continue in our praise by singing: ‘Behold our God’ 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Gqrli3Lkf58 

Prayer:
Heavenly Father, 
We thank You that we can rely on You, One who is totally dependable and trustworthy.  You are the anchor of our lives. We are assured by the wonderful promises in Your Holy Word of Your unmerited love and grace towards us day by day. We echo the words of the Psalmist who said: ‘You are my strength, I sing praise to you; You, God, are my fortress, my God on whom I can rely.’ At the start of another new week we come before You today with our praises and thanksgiving for the blessings of the past week, for those things that have gone well and for which we are truly grateful. We are also thankful for the strength You have given us to handle those challenges and difficulties some of us have had to face in matters of health or bereavement; of work challenges or a range of other issues with which we may have struggled. We bring them all before You today. We ask once more for the forgiveness of our sins and seek the fresh empowering of Your Holy Spirit as we enter the week before us. Guide and direct us we pray, in Jesus’ wonderful and all powerful name, Amen    
Let us say together the words Jesus taught His disciples when He said:

'Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be Your name. 

Your kingdom come, 

Your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread, 

and forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors. 

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.       

For Yours is the kingdom, the power and the glory, for ever Amen. 
All Age Talk: ‘Living to be remembered’ 

There is a word adults use – they might call a person a ‘hooligan’.

What do you think this word means?

Let us ask a few people to give their answer.

In London during the nineteenth century lived a man called Patrick Hoolihan. He behaved very badly, constantly engaging in anti-social behaviour. It was very upsetting and stressful for other people around him. But he didn’t stop this bad behaviour.  However, sometime later in 1894 when other people in the Lambeth area of his city behaved in ways that were similar to his bad choices – what do you think people started to call them? It might have been like a ‘hoolihan’ to begin with but it soon became a ‘hooligan’. Eventually, in other places across the United Kingdom the word began to be used of people who had never met him or lived at the same time, but the choices he had made seemed to live on in his name being used to describe other rowdy or anti-social behaviour.

Christians are called to be followers of Jesus. Jesus started His work with twelve followers who He invited to live like He did. They accompanied Him for nearly three years; they listened to His messages, talked with Him as they travelled from place to place. They saw how He lived out His faith in the ordinary settings of life. They were known in the first few years as ‘followers of the Way’. Acts 9:1-2, a passage that talks about a man who was really bad to Christians before becoming a follower of Jesus, states: Meanwhile, Saul was still breathing out murderous threats against the Lord’s disciples. He went to the high priest 2 and asked him for letters to the synagogues in Damascus, so that if he found any there who belonged to the Way, whether men or women, he might take them as prisoners to Jerusalem.  However, a short time later in the city of Antioch in Syria, we read these remarkable words in Acts 11:20-21, 26b: Some of them, however, men from Cyprus and Cyrene, went to Antioch and began to speak to Greeks also, telling them the good news about the Lord Jesus. 21 The Lord’s hand was with them, and a great number of people believed and turned to the Lord… The disciples were called Christians first at Antioch.  

The man at the beginning of the story is remembered every time we use the word ‘hooligan’, but this is a sad thing to remember as he made a lot of bad choices. However, the followers of Jesus at Antioch received a new name to refer to them, because in the way they thought about other people, spoke with other people and lived alongside other people, other people though they were acting like Jesus Christ. What a great complement!  I hope and pray that God will help us live like Jesus this week and help build or extend His kingdom or way of living amongst the people we meet and work with at school, at home or in our street or in any other place. 
Song: ‘Build Your kingdom here’
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=r-4bEbk1m_c 
Prayers for others   
Loving heavenly Father,
We bring before You the people of Lebanon. We pray for political leaders, as things are deteriorating very quickly on all levels. We pray for peace, in the midst of local and regional turbulence. We pray for vision, for the Baptist churches and the Baptist leaders for an unpredicted future. We pray for the future of the ministry, as the young generation is leaving Lebanon in huge numbers for better chances. We pray for the economy, as many Lebanese families are falling below the poverty line on a monthly basis. Lord have mercy upon them.

   On this anniversary weekend of the start of the Russia-Ukraine war we bring before You the people of Ukraine who have endured so much hardship and suffering over this last twelve months. We bring before You those families whose loved ones gave their lives for the country or whose loss was a result of the calamity of war. We pray for Your comfort for them. We pray too for the families separated both those internally displaced and the several million other Ukrainians outside the country that You would enable governments and city councils, in partnership with charities and other voluntary agencies like churches to support and assist each person find adequate housing, education for their children and employment opportunities for those seeking it. We pray that the resolve of the International community to stand together with Ukraine will continue for as long as it takes to accomplish a just and fair resolution of this war.      
   We pray too for our Governments in the United Kingdom as they cope with the pressures of so many demanding issues at this time. As we continue to remember the continuing negotiations concerning the governance of Northern Ireland, we are deeply saddened that terrorists in that land attempted to murder another police office and to make a heinous crime worse to do so in the presence of children he was coaching at a sports facility. Lord have mercy on the communities where such madness is still viewed by some people as legitimate and bring other people of peace to have greater influence to restrain those who wish to do evil. We pray too for the election process for a new leader of the Scottish National Party and the next First Minister that wisdom may be given to those who have a vote in this process in coming to their decision in the next few weeks.
In the Baptist Union of Scotland:
This week we give thanks for Bute Baptist Church, Rothesay; Calderwood Baptist Church, East Kilbride and Callander Baptist Fellowship (Stirling BC Church Plant). We pray for Your blessing and guidance for their work and ministries. 
We pray also for the other churches in Broughty Ferry, for Your guidance and direction for them as they serve You this week. We pray that together in our community we may honour and glorify God as we witness to our Lord through our words and deeds.  
In our own congregation:
Heavenly Father, 
   Thank You once more for the privilege of praying for one another in audible prayers or silent ones in our hearts at this time. We thank You for the encouragement it brings to us when we know others are praying for us, especially in our times of greatest need. We pray today for Sandra Savage as she recuperates at home after undergoing a second hip replacement operation recently, and for Ellen Brown as she too is back home after time in hospital. We also pray for Judy Blackwell and Jeanne Purves who remain in hospital at this time. We pray too for Moraig Piggot as she prepares for major surgery in the near future. We ask for wisdom for the doctors as they prepare her for that operation. We give thanks that Arlene Piggot is home from hospital and making good progress in the recovery of her health.      

  We remember also Hamid Ditta and his family after Alva’s funeral service last Friday. We pray for Your comfort for them and all others we know who have been bereaved in the recent past. 
     We also pray for all those with ongoing health needs including, John Asbury and Pat as she cares for him, John Cairney, Mary Davidson, Aileen Goudie, Sam Horn, Nicola Livie’s brother Lowrie, Ann Macleod, and Bill Turner. We pray also for others who are not able to gather with us who are at home or in residential care, including Robin Goudie, Joyce and Jim Lynn, Betty Watson, Mary Vallis, Gwen Paterson and Jim Black. 

We leave a time of silence now for you to name any other people in need of prayer who God lays on your heart. ….

We pray that you would bring Your comfort, Your healing and a sense of Your loving presence to each one for whom we have prayed. We bring all these prayers to You in the mighty and powerful name of Jesus, Amen.
Bible Reading Ecclesiastes 3:1-8
There is a time for everything,
 and a season for every activity under the heavens:
2 a time to be born and a time to die,
    a time to plant and a time to uproot,
3  a time to kill and a time to heal,
    a time to tear down and a time to build,
4 a time to weep and a time to laugh,
    a time to mourn and a time to dance,
5 a time to scatter stones and a time to gather them,
    a time to embrace and a time to refrain from embracing,
6 a time to search and a time to give up,
    a time to keep and a time to throw away,
7  a time to tear and a time to mend,
    a time to be silent and a time to speak,
8 a time to love and a time to hate,
    a time for war and a time for peace.
Song: ‘Be Thou my vision’ www.youtube.com/watch?v=DORM8ttY1ws 
The Message: Ecclesiastes 3:8d A time for war and a time for peace
This subject for our message for today is one that is incredibly difficult to address because of the enormity of the implications of whatever choices are made in the light of whatever principles are agreed. Throughout human history, there have been individuals, groups, governments and empires whose actions can be labelled wicked or evil, at the same time as other actions that were truly good or at least legitimate courses of action to have chosen. Habakkuk, the Old Testament prophet, a few centuries before the time of Jesus uttered these words from his heart to God in Habakkuk 1:13: ‘Your eyes are too pure to look on evil; You cannot tolerate wrongdoing. Why then do You tolerate the treacherous? Why are You silent while the wicked swallow up those more righteous than themselves? Another Old Testament voice, one of the unidentified worship leaders in the Jerusalem Temple wrote these words in Psalm 44:23-26: Awake, Lord! Why do You sleep? Rouse Yourself! Do not reject us for ever. 24 Why do You hide your face and forget our misery and oppression? 25 We are brought down to the dust;
our bodies cling to the ground. 26 Rise up and help us; rescue us because of Your unfailing love. I have no idea what issues or situations was the root cause of the Psalmist’s distress, but it is very clear that Habakkuk’s concerns related to the super power of that day, the Babylonian Empire [modern day Iraq] crushing the smaller and weaker nations around them and taking over control of their countries. It was not a problem from the past that was now over, but one that was ongoing and appeared to have no end in sight. Lord, when and where will it stop? This was Habakkuk’s concern. 

    The same kinds of questions have troubled believers down the centuries. We believe in the sacredness of human life from the youngest to the oldest in society. Therefore, as early as Genesis 9:6 there was a solemn declaration made against those who murder a fellow human being: ‘Whoever sheds human blood, by humans shall their blood be shed; for in the image of God has God made mankind.  This statement of God to Noah was a clear boundary marker that placed limits on the actions of human beings in the interactions with one another. This principle is stated so clearly in the sixth of the Ten Commandments: You shall not murder (Exodus 20:13). Jesus referred back to this commandment in the Sermon on the Mount in Matthew 5:21-22: ‘You have heard that it was said to the people long ago, “You shall not murder, and anyone who murders will be subject to judgment.” 22 But I tell you that anyone who is angry [without a cause] with a brother or sister will be subject to judgment.  Jesus, not only stated that He was in agreement with the Old Testament prohibition of murder and that this action should be punished appropriately in a Court of Law, but also went much further and sought to address an underlying cause of a great deal of wrongdoing by tackling the issue of inappropriate attitudes towards other people. Addressing the underlying causes of a problem can prevent more serious issues at a later date. In other words, if we have good control over our attitudes and speech then it is much more likely that our actions will be wisely chosen. 

     However, it is not just the conduct of individuals that we wrestle with, but the actions of governments and their leaders such as that of the Russian President and his regime with respect to Ukraine. On what basis can a war be justified? An unprovoked attack on a neighbour country we would rightly question, but on what basis should a nation take up arms against an invader and how should its operations be carried out? Over the centuries, Christian theologians have wrestled with this issue. A small minority have been consistent pacifists and refused to fight against an oppressor under any circumstances and have been willing to let themselves be killed rather than take on a self-declared enemy. I respect their right to hold that position. This viewpoint had been extremely attractive to quite a significant minority of people in the United Kingdom in the 1920s and 1930s after the trauma of World War One. However, by the late 1930s in Europe, as the actions of the Nazi regime in Germany were becoming increasingly well known, many of these pacifists with great reluctance concluded that the ‘lesser evil’ was taking up arms against that regime. The only way to stop Adolf Hitler taking over most of Continental Europe was to take up arms against him. At the present time, the war in Ukraine is the one that overshadows life in Europe. Two generations of Europeans since 1945 have lived without the fear of a major war in their countries, but now it must be faced once again. What is going on and why? In this message only the briefest of explanation can be given, but there are plenty of sources of information like Serhii Plokhy’s The Gates of Europe: A History of Ukraine (2015) that outlines the events that have led up to this dreadful war. However, it is important to state that in the mind of President Putin, his mission is in the first instance to unite all Russian-speaking people in one country, and then to regain the territories of the former Russian and Soviet Empires. President Putin did not hide his ambitions about where his forces would go next after taking over Ukraine. The question, in the first instance for Ukraine, and then for other European and NATO-affiliated nations was what response should be given to the invasion of Ukraine on 24 February 2022? There was, and is, no easy choice. 

   As Christians in this church, to the best of my knowledge there has been overwhelming support for Ukraine and its people, and a similar response has come from other churches and the wider community. It has been such a blessing to have that sense of unity and purpose as we have worked with other people to support our Ukrainian friends over this year. However, it is appropriate to ask – on what basis historically have the majority of Christians been convinced that a war their country was fighting was just and one they must support?

The principles that underlie a just war           
1.A legal war that is a legitimate authority, ie a government, not a private individual can declare and initiate a war. In Romans 13, the Apostle Paul gives advice about church-state relations. The State is acknowledged to have powers that no individual can possess. For the one in authority is God’s servant for your good. But if you do wrong, be afraid, for rulers do not bear the sword for no reason. They are God’s servants, agents of wrath to bring punishment on the wrongdoer (Romans 12:4). Sadly, too many wars in history, including in modern times have been lacking in legality, despite the dubious claims of those who prosecute them.  

2. A just cause For a ‘just war’ to be engaged in, there needs to be genuine justification for the course of action undertaken. Every government will seek to justify its actions. Proverbs 12:2-3 states: A person may think their own ways are right, but the Lord weighs the heart. 3 To do what is right and just  is more acceptable to the Lord than sacrifice. The tragedy of events in the book of Judges was explained by these words from Judges 17:6: In those days Israel had no king; everyone did as they saw fit. By contrast, a better approach is seen in Proverbs 24:6: Surely you need guidance to wage war, and victory is won through many advisors. What kinds of actions are understood here as ‘just’? The most obvious one is in self-defence against an unprovoked attack. In the current context, it is stating the obvious that Ukraine did not plan to launch an invasion of Russia or invade its neighbour prior to the start of the current war in phase one in 2014, let alone in February 2022. In 2014, under incredibly difficult circumstances the Ukrainian government withdrew its forces from Crimea and sought to minimise potential loss of life to its citizens. In the Donbas region, a cold war-like status followed on in the occupied Luhansk and Donetsk Oblasts (regions), but no attempt was made to reclaim these territories by force in the eight years of occupation, prior to the 24 February invasion. In law, Ukraine had every right to seek to reclaim its legal territories, but against the might of the Russian Army the potential consequences were severe. However, the Russian invasion one year ago with the intention of conquering the whole of Ukraine required a swift decision from the Ukrainian government as to what they ought to do in those circumstances. It was an incredibly courageous decision to determine to resist this invasion that many observers were predicting might be over in a few weeks. History records that the incredible bravery of the Ukrainian people, symbolised by the extraordinary dedication of the defenders of Mariupol, has vindicated this decision and won the admiration of people around the world.        
    A just war cannot be a war for material gain at the expense of another nation. The astonishing level of theft by Russian troops in occupied territories only adds to the rightful sense of injury and grievance by the Ukrainian people against this war. This point is a rightful critique of Empires of whatever country unjustly taking over the means of production or wealth of another nation.

3. A just motivation or purpose for the war It is appropriate to be against wrongdoing or evil, but it is even better to be able to articulate a positive constructive purpose for the course of action being undertaken. No-one should be enthusiastic about entering a war. Psalm 68:30d records David as praying, Lord: Scatter the nations who delight in war. A war is at best a lesser evil when there is no other option available. No morally upright person can take delight at the thought of a war involving their country. It may be the least worst option available, but such decisions must be taken with sober judgement with a full awareness of the potential cost of this decision. It cannot be denied, in this current situation, that a majority of Ukrainians wished their country to be ruled by a democratically elected Ukrainian government not by Russia or a Russian backed proxy regime. In January 2014, apparently, only ten per cent of the population wanted to be united with the Russian State, a figure that reduced to five per cent in the September of that year. The respect figures for Ukrainian independence were eighty-four and ninety per cent respectively in those polls. Even in the Donbas region the highest figure polled for union with Russia was 40% in September 2014 [figures from Plokhy, The Gates of Europe, p.343]. Therefore, it is clear that a majority of the population did not wish union with Russia and, as a result, a motivation of the restoration of a democratically elected government chosen by the Ukrainian people throughout the whole of that land is a just motivation for a war of self-defence.  

     Another legitimate ground for its actions has been articulated clearly on a number of occasions by President Volodymyr Zelenskyy. Capitulation to Russian forces would not end this war. Moldova would be the next country attacked and conquered. A course of action that would not bring about a lasting peace would be difficult to justify. However, a clear case has been made that in order to bring about a lasting peace settlement in Europe, Ukraine has to resist and overcome the occupying forces in its country and most of its neighbours and the NATO alliance members correctly articulate this motivation for supporting Ukraine stand firm in its self-defensive war.       

4. A proportionate use of force in prosecuting this war

An obvious point that is always stressed is the proportionate use of force in relation to the degree of offence or damage caused. Will the good you seek from a war where victory is achieved be greater than the harm caused by the inevitable losses of life and property damage that is a consequence of involvement in a war? Jesus, in the Gospels, cautioned his hearers to think through courses of action before commencing them. For example, in Luke 14:28-30, Jesus said: ‘Suppose one of you wants to build a tower. Won’t you first sit down and estimate the cost to see if you have enough money to complete it? 29 For if you lay the foundation and are not able to finish it, everyone who sees it will ridicule you, 30 saying, “This person began to build and wasn’t able to finish.” There are always some unexpected or unintended consequences of actions we take, but we can seek to minimise their impact by careful planning   
  An aircraft that apparently unintentionally crosses a border without permission might attract a phone call or similar message from the authorities in one country to another about the breach of protocol for safe use of the skies, rather than threats to shoot down a plane, for example. However, the more serious the violation of international law, the greater will be the measures required to respond to it. In Ukraine’s case, the survival of the country in its present form was on the line as a result of the actions of Russian forces on 24 February 2022. All military measures at its disposal were legitimately available within the borders of that sovereign country. The area for legal debate in such a context was how far that military response could go into Russia itself as a legitimate and proportionate response. It is this debate that has surrounded negotiations between NATO governments with the Ukraine government each time new military equipment is provided. The object of the war, they have argued consistently, is primarily for the survival of the democratically elected government in Kyiv, and the prevention of further advances by Russian forces, with a secondary aim of the recovery of the geographical territory of Ukraine. However, what is not envisaged is any attempt at regime change in Moscow or any serious risk of a direct Russia-NATO war, given that both militaries have nuclear weapons. Any use of the latter weapons would be a ‘lose-lose’ scenario for all concerned. Thankfully, it appears that all parties have recognised the insanity of using nuclear weapons in this war, because it would be a grossly disproportionate escalation of the conflict. It is much easier to state this point in theory than in the heat of battle, but it is an essential one.

5. Discriminating between civilians and combatants   

Just warfare must do everything possible to avoid injuries and violence against civilians caught up in a war zone. There are legitimate and illegitimate targets in a legal war. It is always wrong and a war crime to deliberately target civilians and the civilian infrastructure of a country. There are clear examples of wilful violation of international law. For example, the decision of the Myanmar military in the current civil war in that country to deliberately bomb schools in areas largely controlled by the opposition to the military government is morally indefensible. Likewise the attack on energy supplies to civilian homes in Ukraine is in breach of international law. Most serious of all in Ukraine has been the now documented deliberate killing of civilians in Bucha and Irpin and probably in other places as well. The wilful violation of the protocols on how wars are conducted by the Russian forces has undoubtedly solidified international support for Ukraine and a determination to stand with that country till the war is ended. 

6. The reasonable probability of success

A government should only engage in a war where there is a reasonable probability of a successful outcome that should be defined before engaging in warfare. In Luke 14:31-32 Jesus said: Or suppose a king is about to go to war against another king. Won’t he first sit down and consider whether he is able with ten thousand men to oppose the one coming against him with twenty thousand? 32 If he is not able, he will send a delegation while the other is still a long way off and will ask for terms of peace. A war involves incredible sacrifices of lives and liberty and devastation to the infrastructure of a country. It is only right for a government to commit its people to such a war if it is believed that the consequences of not going to war are deemed to be much greater. The Ukraine government has made it very plain that the bigger plan of President Putin extended beyond conquering Ukraine, and that although in February 2022 it was impossible to predict the outcome of the conflict in Ukraine, the impact of the war if not challenged would affect other countries in the region in the coming years. It was argued that the land seized by Russia in 2014 had not prevented another war, if anything it had only emboldened President Putin to advance further - as Adolf Hitler and his Armed Forces had done in the previous century prior to World War Two. It was argued that with the appropriate support of other European and NATO affiliated countries that a wider war could be prevented in Moldova and the Baltic states with hopefully a successful outcome likewise in Ukraine. This is a credible perspective to defend internationally, at the same time as the just defence of the homeland within Ukraine that has been supported by the citizens of that country.
7. War must always be a last resort

It is an obvious statement to make, but all diplomatic and economic measures should be attempted to bring pressure on the potential aggressor, where possible, to prevent military conflicts being launched in the first place. Romans 12:17b-18 reminds us: Be careful to do what is right in the eyes of everyone. 18 If it is possible, as far as it depends on you, live at peace with everyone.    

Conclusion 
Our calling as Christians in incredibly tough situations is to stand firm for the principles revealed in God’s Word. In Paul’s words in Romans 12:21 it states: Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good. We will stand firm by our principles in peacetimes and in war knowing that there may be a price to pay for doing what is right. This thread of courage in standing firm for our convictions runs through the Bible. In Exodus 1:17, we see the response of the Hebrew midwives to the horrific edict of the Pharaoh of Egypt to kills all the baby boys born to Hebrew couples. They said in unison: The midwives, however, feared God and did not do what the king of Egypt had told them to do; they let the boys live. Later in the time of the infamous King Ahab and Queen Jezebel, the senior government official Obadiah defied the wicked rulers to protect a number of fellow believers from execution (I Kings 18:3-14). Then, 

in later centuries Shadrack, Meshach, and Abednego told King Nebuchadnezzar the most powerful ruler in the Middle East in his lifetime: King Nebuchadnezzar, we do not need to defend ourselves before you in this matter. 17 If we are thrown into the blazing furnace, the God we serve is able to deliver us from it, and he will deliver us from Your Majesty’s hand. 18 But even if he does not, we want you to know, Your Majesty, that we will not serve your gods or worship the image of gold you have set up (Daniel 3:16-18). Yet, in this fallen world not all matters can be resolved without conflict. Ecclesiastes 3d records that there is: …a time for war and a time for peace. However, there are clear boundaries as to how that may be conducted. But on the other hand when a just war is in evidence as was agreed in this country in World War Two when the survival of the country as we knew it was at stake, a decision was taken was to do everything we could and earnestly seek divine assistance to ensure the triumph of good over evil. At the present time, the vast majority of people in this land believe that Ukraine is standing in a similar place today where its survival is at stake. Let us, therefore, resolutely stand with the people of Ukraine for as long as it takes to overcome the evil visited upon them. May God intervene and grant a miraculous deliverance to these courageous people that we trust will come soon for their good and for His glory, Amen. 
Questions for Reflection: Do I hold to the just war theory? If I do, how does it affect the choices I am making in the context of the current war in Ukraine? 

Will this reflection today impact the way I will pray for Ukraine in the coming days? 

Song for reflection: ‘O Church Arise’
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=A98YQHG8tLY&feature=youtu.be 
The Lord’s Supper 
Jesus invites all Christian who have committed their lives to follow Him to participate in this act of worship. The apostle Paul wrote these words of Scripture in I Corinthians 11:23-26 to guide our observance of Communion.
For I received from the Lord what I also passed on to you: the Lord Jesus, on the night He was betrayed, took bread, 24 and when He had given thanks, He broke it and said, ‘This is My body, which is for you; do this in remembrance of Me.’ 25 In the same way, after supper He took the cup, saying, ‘This cup is the new covenant in My blood; do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of Me.’ 26 For whenever you eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord’s Death until He comes.
Prayer: Choose your own words of prayer to give thanks for the bread and wine that represent the costly gift of His body and blood for us.

Take the bread: Jesus said: ‘This is My body, which is for you; do this in remembrance of Me.

Take the wine: Jesus said: This cup is the new covenant in My blood; do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of Me.’
Our closing song is ‘God of justice, Saviour of all’ 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1TCh31xg4vA 
Closing Prayer: 
Thank You Lord for the principles contained in the Bible to guide and direct our lives. We are deeply thankful that You promise by Your Holy Spirit to assist and sustain us in and through even the most difficult and deeply challenging times of our lives. We pray for Your strength and presence not only for ourselves wherever we may be this week, but also for our Ukrainian friends in their struggle for survival as a nation. We are inspired by their courage and determination over this past year and sincerely hope that by the time of this anniversary weekend next year that we may be able to join with them in looking back on the successful defence of their homeland and the beginning of its reconstruction, and the restoration of liberties in formerly occupied territories, in Jesus’ name we pray Amen.  
Benediction:  The Grace 

  May the Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,

                             the love of God 

                             and the Fellowship of the Holy Spirit, 

                             be with us all evermore, Amen
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