
Broughty Baptist update Sunday 26 March 2023 I Thessalonians 4:1-12 The Church:  Living to honour God
Morning worship online starts at 10:30am on the Zoom platform; and at the same time in person in Panmurefield Baptist Centre
JAM Kids’ focus: takes place during the morning service today.
JAM young adults programme: 10.30am-11.45am: We are continuing our series in the Sermon on the Mount, Session 4, where Jesus deepens our understanding of what the commandments referring to murder and adultery actually mean? Matthew 5; 21 - 30. Led by Olu Adeyoke and David Webster;
Breakthru 6.30pm - 8.15pm We are going to have our games evening, originally scheduled for last Sunday.  An extended evening of games, fun, Mafia, "pass the Bomb" etc and a short devotional led by Aedan Shiel. He will be assisted by Gary Torbet and Martin Leiper. The usual refreshments as well.
This service is led today by Rev. Brian Talbot who will also bring God’s Word and lead communion.
Call to Worship: ‘Psalm 96 selection’

Sing to the Lord a new song
Sing to the Lord all the earth
Sing to the Lord, praise His name
Proclaim His salvation day after day
Declare His glory among the nations,
His marvellous deeds among all peoples
For great is the Lord
And most worthy of praise
Opening praise: ‘Be Thou my vision’
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DORM8ttY1ws 
We continue in our praise by singing: ‘Here for You (Matt Redman)’
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xo6o-j-fDgk 
Opening Prayer
Heavenly Father, 

   Thank You Lord for the privilege of being, by faith, Your children. You take delight to gather with us in this worship service through the enabling power and presence of Your Holy Spirit today. We come with deep thankfulness for all Your blessings to us in the past week. We are so conscious how easy it is to bring the many needs of others as well as our own before You, without being as enthusiastic about offering our praise and worship and deep gratitude to You. We want to join with the Psalmist in saying of You: Declare His glory among the nations, His marvellous deeds among all peoples, For great is the Lord And most worthy of praise. Lord cleanse us from our sins of the past week and fill us afresh with the Holy Spirit to equip us for the challenges we must meet in the coming week. Help us to hear and meditate on Your Holy Word and be guided by You as we apply it to our daily lives, in Jesus’ name we pray, Amen    
Let us say together the words Jesus taught His disciples when He said:

'Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be Your name. 

Your kingdom come, 

Your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread, 

and forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors. 

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.       

For Yours is the kingdom, the power and the glory, for ever Amen. 
All Age Talk ‘Who comes first?’ 

Anyone like getting envelopes through the post?
What do you think?   Ask some children and adults for their views.

I have got two envelopes this week that I need to reply to. Maybe you could help me make a good choice in reply to them.

The first letter is from the Lord Provost of Dundee. He is hosting a civic reception for people from this city to thank them for their good work in our city at lunchtime on Friday 26 of May 2023. It is a free lunch at the Caird Hall. That is exciting!  I would need to look good to attend that function 

The second letter comes from someone who used to be a neighbour some years ago before I came to Broughty Ferry. I havn’t seen them to speak to for some years, but they are getting married in a civil ceremony in the Registry Office followed by a simple reception in a hotel in Cumbernauld. I have been invited to say a prayer of blessing at the short reception in the hotel at 1pm after the ceremony on Friday 26 May 2023.     

Oh my goodness, what should I do? Which event should I go to? It would be exciting to meet the Lord Provost wouldn’t it?  On the other hand, it might please my former neighbour from the Council estate if I attended their wedding reception in Cumbernauld. But that’s quite a distance to travel and I might even have to think about buying them a wedding card and present as well! Which one do you think I should go to? What do you think Jesus would do?  

Bible verses 

James 2:1-9: My brothers and sisters, believers in our glorious Lord Jesus Christ must not show favouritism. 2 Suppose a man comes into your meeting wearing a gold ring and fine clothes, and a poor man in filthy old clothes also comes in. 3 If you show special attention to the man wearing fine clothes and say, ‘Here’s a good seat for you,’ but say to the poor man, ‘You stand there’ or ‘Sit on the floor by my feet,’ 4 have you not discriminated among yourselves and become judges with evil thoughts?
5 Listen, my dear brothers and sisters: has not God chosen those who are poor in the eyes of the world to be rich in faith and to inherit the kingdom He promised those who love Him? 6 But you have dishonoured the poor. Is it not the rich who are exploiting you? Are they not the ones who are dragging you into court? 7 Are they not the ones who are blaspheming the noble name of Him to whom you belong? 8 If you really keep the royal law found in Scripture, ‘Love your neighbour as yourself,’ you are doing right. 9 But if you show favouritism, you sin and are convicted by the law as law-breakers. 
It is not easy to make choices sometimes. It is often not a case of right or wrong, but a genuine choice. Which one might be the best to make on each occasion? We need to ask God to help us honour Him by making the best choice when we have difficult choices to make. We need to pray each day that God will help us make good choices in our decisions this week.
Song: ‘Lord Reign in Me’ (Brendan Brown)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tgKWsFQEjiY 

Prayers for others   
Heavenly Father,
   We are aware that the closing date for voting for a new leader of our main governing party in the Scottish Parliament takes place at lunchtime tomorrow. We continue to pray for your wisdom for all those eligible to vote in that election that will automatically select also the next First Minister of Scotland. Lord You call us to pray for our leaders in Government in Edinburgh and in Westminster as well as those in other political offices that they may exercise their leadership effectively in whatever level of government they service from local to national offices. We pray too for the politicians of other parties in opposition that You would help them to serve constructively in partnership with those in power to provide a good quality of services for all the people of this country. Lord, we pray that that may be true in other nations as well as those elected to office have to deal with some incredibly tough decisions in these uncertain times.

    We pray too for the leaders in Business and Trades Unions. We are conscious that they have been many labour disputes in the recent past and in the present day. We pray for all those officials working behind the scenes in negotiations to resolve the causes of these disputes so that staff may be valued for the service they give and be fairly remunerated for the work that they do. We thank You for the blessing of employment and pray that each person in employment this week may find some fulfilment through the tasks they carry out; and for those currently seeking work, we pray that they may find an appropriate place of employment to utilise the gifts and abilities they have to offer. 

    We continue to remember the ordinary people of Ukraine and Russia, who in increasing numbers are opposing this brutal war.  We pray for the return of the many adults and children who have been abducted in occupied Ukraine and taken to Russia. We plead that these separated families may soon be able to be reunited once again. We continue to pray for the Ukrainian people suffering from the continuing barrage of Russian missiles and pray that this will soon cease. We pray for strength and the necessary resources for the Ukrainian Armed Forces under pressure, especially in some communities in the East of the country that they may be able to stop further Russian advances and we trust soon be able to reclaim more of their homeland in the coming weeks and months.  Lord have mercy upon them.      
In the Baptist Union of Scotland:
This week we give thanks for:  Central Church, Edinburgh; City Gates Baptist Church, Edinburgh; Cleland Baptist Church and Coastline Community Church, Pittenweem.
We pray for Your blessing and guidance for their work and ministries. 
We pray also for the other churches in Broughty Ferry, for Your guidance and direction for them as they serve You this week. We pray that together in our community we may honour and glorify God as we witness to our Lord through our words and deeds.  
In our own congregation: 
Heavenly Father, 

    We thank You that Moraig Piggot was able to have her surgery last Friday. We pray that the surgeons involved in the operation may have been able to accomplish all they had sought to do in this operation. We pray for a full recovery of health and strength for Moraig and for Your peace of mind for each member of her family at this difficult time. We continue to pray for the restoration of health and strength for Charles Cain, Arlene Piggot and Sandra Savage after their time in hospital, and for Jan Ford as well at this time.   

  We do pray for George Anderson that he may now settle into his new residential accommodation in Edinburgh and for Margaret Fowler as she settles back into her home on Arran.

  We continue to pray for the bereaved connected with our church, for Alison Blackwell, Hamid Ditta, Dorothy Galloway, Jeanne Purves and their respective families and friends. We ask that You would strengthen and sustain them through their times of sadness. 

        We continue to pray for, John Asbury, Jim Black, Ingrid Brodie, John Cairney, Mary Davidson, Robin and Aileen Goudie, Sam Horn, Joyce and Jim Lynn, Gwen Paterson, Jeanne Purves, Mary Vallis, Bill Turner, Ann Steer, Ann McLeod and Anne Wallace 
We name others now in the silence who need Your healing touch and a sense of Your loving presence….
Lord, may they all feel Your comfort, strength and most of all Your healing.
We bring all these prayers to You in the mighty and powerful name of Jesus, Amen.
Bible Reading I Thessalonians 4:1-12 
As for other matters, brothers and sisters, we instructed you how to live in order to please God, as in fact you are living. Now we ask you and urge you in the Lord Jesus to do this more and more. 2 For you know what instructions we gave you by the authority of the Lord Jesus.
3 It is God’s will that you should be sanctified: that you should avoid sexual immorality; 4 that each of you should learn to control your own body in a way that is holy and honourable, 5 not in passionate lust like the pagans, who do not know God; 6 and that in this matter no one should wrong or take advantage of a brother or sister. The Lord will punish all those who commit such sins, as we told you and warned you before. 7 For God did not call us to be impure, but to live a holy life. 8 Therefore, anyone who rejects this instruction does not reject a human being but God, the very God who gives you his Holy Spirit.
9 Now about your love for one another we do not need to write to you, for you yourselves have been taught by God to love each other. 10 And in fact, you do love all of God’s family throughout Macedonia. Yet we urge you, brothers and sisters, to do so more and more, 11 and to make it your ambition to lead a quiet life: you should mind your own business and work with your hands, just as we told you, 12 so that your daily life may win the respect of outsiders and so that you will not be dependent on anybody.
Song: ‘‘O Jesus I have promised to serve Thee to the end’

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=svgHDdzP5xY   
The Message: I Thessalonians 4:1-12: The Church: Living to honour God
Introduction 

Paul, in the first part of his letter has focused on the past and then the present in his relationship with this church, but in the last two chapters, as it is subdivided in our Bibles, he is writing about the present time and going into the future. In them he wants to be intensely practical in guiding them in living in a counter-cultural Christian way. We remember that Timothy had visited the church in Thessalonica and was now returned to be with Paul, giving him an update on their progress. It is important to remember that in the Roman world of two thousand years ago around 20% of the population was enslaved individuals. To keep the system going, approximately 500,000 newly enslaved people captured in wars or purchased from countries on the boundaries of the empire were required. Others were very young children unwanted by their parents and left out on the roadside with other unwanted possessions for anyone to take away. These people were registered as the property of their owners like any other possession in the home or business, not as human beings. (Walter Scheidel, ‘Quantifying the Source of Slaves in the Early Roman Empire’ Journal of Roman Studies Vol.87 (1997) p.156). Another proportion of the population was ‘freedmen and women’. They had gained their liberty, but as part of that process entered into a contract with their former owner and became employees dependent on their former master for their income. This state of affairs greatly affected the amount of freedom they could enjoy. There were, of course, Roman citizens and other completely free people living in the countries mainly around the Mediterranean Sea that comprised the Roman Empire. In their households, equality of persons was a distant dream as women and children had a lesser status, outside of the wealthy elite, where different rules applied. Under Roman law, possessions were just that, objects for you to use as you wished –this included enslaved persons. It was a brutal world, but one that was challenged by the movement of followers of Jesus. They chose to live in communities with a different set of rules where people sought to care for one another as well as helping others outside their ranks as resources permitted. They viewed their obedience as local churches as something they rendered to God not Caesar. Their calling as followers of Jesus was in living to honour God.       

1. Our calling is to please God (I Thessalonians 4:1-2)

As for other matters, brothers and sisters, we instructed you how to live in order to please God, as in fact you are living. Now we ask you and urge you in the Lord Jesus to do this more and more. 2 For you know what instructions we gave you by the authority of the Lord Jesus. 

(a)His divinely appointed authority (I Thessalonians 4:1-2) The choices we make in life, Paul declares, should be intended, primarily, to please not ourselves, our families or friends; or our neighbours or work colleagues, but in order to please God. This is the highest motivation we can have for the choices we make. In the past some Christians used to wear a bracelet with WWJD? on it. There were people who laughed or were deeply sceptical at such an action. They had lost sight of the fact that the most important thing was indeed to ask the question. We may not be able to know a definite answer as to how Jesus would prefer us to navigate our way through a tricky situation. But by our openness to God by prayerfully seeking His guidance we are showing our acknowledgement of His Lordship in our lives. It may be that He will guide our thinking or that of a family member or work colleague to work out the best way to address the situation before us. 
    However, although one of the verbs Paul uses here is used for a polite request for someone to act in a particular way. The other verb was used to convey orders in the military or to present the enforcement of a court order upon a particular individual or group. Here a much stronger form of advice is being presented that needed to be followed. We instructed you how to live in order to please God, says Paul. Here his apostolic authority is in full view. The boundaries for the lives of God’s people are not left to each person’s personal preferences. Instead, Paul is saying, God has spoken. For you know what instructions we gave you by the authority of the Lord Jesus (I Thessalonians 4:2). Did Paul tell them everything they needed to know and do as followers of Jesus in that short space of time since they professed faith in Jesus? Absolutely not! Christian discipleship like the process of education in schools and universities should be step by step, building on previous knowledge and experience. Paul had not asked too much of them at first, but now it was time to ask them to take bigger steps of commitment in following Jesus or to get more involved in living for the Lord Jesus. Now we ask you and urge you in the Lord Jesus to do this more and more (I Thessalonians 4:1b). I don’t know the specifics that Paul had in mind for certain, though it is probable that the topics covered in the last two chapters of this letter may have been an important part of it. Paul here is assuming that it is natural to grow spiritually as a Christian, just as progress in education or other fields of knowledge or work experience are assumed in other areas of our lives. This raises the obvious question to each of us. How is my Christian faith journey progressing? In what area or areas can I see myself making progress? Or in what area or areas do I need to give greater attention this year? These are very personal questions between each one of us and the Lord.  
(b)His divinely ordained purpose (I Thessalonians 4:1b) We instructed you how to live in order to please God. Jesus, Himself, had this clear focus in His earthly ministry. In John 8:28-29, He is recorded as saying with respect to His relationship with God the Father: So Jesus said, ‘When you have lifted up the Son of Man, then you will know that I am He and that I do nothing on my own but speak just what the Father has taught Me. 29 The One who sent Me is with Me; He has not left Me alone, for I always do what pleases Him.’ This is a remarkable statement by Jesus. Now, we will never do this 100% all the time –only Jesus could accomplish that remarkable achievement. However, His first generation of followers, like Paul, were on record as endeavouring to walk in His footsteps. Paul has already made that clear here in I Thessalonians 2:4: On the contrary, we speak as those approved by God to be entrusted with the gospel. We are not trying to please people but God, who tests our hearts. This principle suggests that our effectiveness in service for the Lord is likely to be indicated by how seriously we desire to honour Him in the choices we make in our daily lives. The test is not in the easy things in life where it is obvious how we ought to live and almost ‘everyone’ would choose that option. It comes, then and now, over issues that may be viewed very differently by some other people in our society. The challenge then that comes to us is this: whose approval do I most seek in life? Is it the opinion formers in our country with the biggest social media following? Is it a person or people in my family or circle of friends or workplace who might be unhappy with me putting God first in my life?  Or do I genuinely want to do what God would desire me to do in the course of my daily life? Paul will now move from the principle at stake to some more challenging specifics in that cultural context in the next verses.      

2. Our calling is to exercise self-control (I Thessalonians 4:3-8)
(a)In contrast to the norms of Roman society (I Thessalonians 4:3-5) 3 It is God’s will that you should be sanctified: that you should avoid sexual immorality; 4 that each of you should learn to control your own body in a way that is holy and honourable, 5 not in passionate lust like the pagans, who do not know God; Then and now the cultural battle lines are drawn quite sharply. In the first couple of centuries of the witness of the Christian Church in particular, the Christians were looked down on for their narrow restricted attitude to sex. In the Graeco-Roman world of that day, men of independent means could have access to all manner of options to satisfy their sexual desires. From the Roman perspective, New Testament scholar F.F. Bruce stated that a prosperous respectable householder on reasonable earning might have: ‘a mistress who could provide him with intellectual  companionship; the institution of slavery made it easy for him to have a concubine, while casual gratification was readily available from prostitutes. The function of his wife was to manage his household and to be the mother of his legitimate children and heirs.’ (F.F. Bruce, I & II Thessalonians, p.82). This is what respectable morality looked like in the world in which the Christian Church began. For us in the twenty-first century AD, all kind of mental alarms go off at this kind of household arrangements. Where do we even begin…! So when Paul and his colleagues are planting a church, for example, in the city of Corinth –but it was probably true in any of the urban centres of the Roman world, Christian discipleship training involved a lot of difficult conversations with Gentile male converts! It is not difficult to see why in the first few generations of Christian witness that it appeared to be disproportionately attractive to enslaved people more than free people and to Gentile women more than Gentile men. Paul and his colleagues were clear that sex is a good gift of the Creator, but human beings have misused this gift too often for self-gratification at the expense of the needs of other people. In other words, the clear biblical message is that ‘our sexual energies need to be rightly channelled and carefully controlled’ (John Stott, I & II Thessalonians, p.82). The Judaeo-Christian message from the Bible was crystal-clear that the full expression of a sexual relationship is in the context of a heterosexual marriage. The wording of I Thessalonians 4:3-4 was clearly directed towards the men in Thessalonica. The NIV rendering of verse four is not as clear as it could be stated. By contrast, the RSV translation probably conveys the sense more clearly: ‘… that each one of you know how to take a wife for himself in holiness and honour.’ Although many people in our country do not profess a clear Christian faith, or adherence to any other major religion, but the Christian cultural heritage is still significant in that the vast majority of people in this land, without question, would assume the normative status in a heterosexual marriage of one man marrying one woman, without the baggage of assumed other partners as part of the package. It was profoundly shocking to Gentile men, two thousand years ago, coming into contact with the Christian faith and being challenged about their household arrangements.                

(b) In obedience to the norms of God’s kingdom (I Thessalonians 4:6-8) 6 and that in this matter no one should wrong or take advantage of a brother or sister. The Lord will punish all those who commit such sins, as we told you and warned you before. 7 For God did not call us to be impure, but to live a holy life. 8 Therefore, anyone who rejects this instruction does not reject a human being but God, the very God who gives you His Holy Spirit.

There would have been disbelief listening to Paul, for example, giving his teaching recorded in I Corinthians 6 and 7 about abstaining from sexual immorality. The list covers the range of sexual relationships that were commonly available to men in any major Roman city, outside of heterosexual marriage. His clear guidance to avoid pre-marital heterosexual sexual relationships or sex with another person while married; or homosexual sexual relations or the use of prostitutes for personal gratification would have appeared shocking to the vast majority of hearers unfamiliar with the similar moral teaching that would have been familiar to anyone attending Jewish synagogues in the Roman world at that time. As a result, Jewish followers of Jesus would already be aware of these principles for their conduct, in contrast to those coming to faith in Christ from pagan religious backgrounds.       
  Paul has already spoken in I Thessalonians 4:4: …each of you should learn to control your own body in a way that is holy and honourable. What does he mean by these terms?  In I Corinthians 6:19-20, Paul wrote: Do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit within you, which you have from God? You are not your own; 20 you were bought with a price. So glorify God in your body. Notice how the Spirit of God is described here – ‘Holy’. This word has the idea of ‘separation from’ and ‘separation to’. In this context, it is a conscious choice to reject engaging in sexual relationships outside the boundaries God has planned for us. But equally, it is a conscious embracing of the kind of relationships God desires for us as His children. In yet another shock for the Gentile men of that day, Paul speaking with respect to heterosexual married couples, in I Corinthians 7:3-4 wrote: The husband should give to his wife her conjugal rights, and likewise the wife to her husband. 4 For the wife does not rule over her own body, but the husband does; likewise the husband does not rule over his own body, but the wife does.  In other words, the equality of the two people in the marriage, both are equally entitled to have their needs met. This is so obvious to us. How recently, was it that a married woman was entitled to hold or own any property in her own name? In the United Kingdom, The Married Women's Property Act was passed in Scotland in 1881 and in Westminster for the rest of the United Kingdom in 1882 and came into force in 1882 and 1883 respectively. It is less than 150 years ago! Representation of the People Act (1918) gave all men and some women the right to vote in national elections in the United Kingdom. Paul then repeats a key message to his readers. For God did not call us to be impure, but to live a holy life. (I Thessalonians 4:7). This holy living with respect to God and honouring of the other person within the marriage, as well as honouring other people with whom we come into contact by behaving appropriately in our relationships with them was a big challenge. How is it possible to live this way Paul was probably asked? The answer comes in I Thessalonians 4:8, we are reminded that God who gives you His Holy Spirit to enable and empower us to honour Him in all our relationships.   
    It does raise the obvious question – what about unmarried people? At any given time a large proportion of the adult population are unmarried, even without counting the children and young adults and the many elderly people whose spouse has died. This is a serious issue that can be a cause of serious heartache for many women and men whose longing for a lifelong union with someone special for them has not happened as they wished? There are no simple answers here or any one-size fits all pattern to follow that addresses all the questions that might be raised. John Stott, one of the leading Christian ministers of his generation, and who consciously chose to be single, wrote: ‘It is possible for human sexual energy to be redirected into affectionate relationships with friends of both sexes and into the loving service of others. Multitudes of Christian singles, both men and woman, can testify to this. Alongside a natural loneliness, accompanied sometimes by acute pain, we can find joyful self-fulfilment in the self-giving service of God and other people’ (John Stott, I & II Thessalonians, pp.84-85). In Christian congregations we have a big challenge as we seek to make everyone equally welcome in our midst. It is good to think carefully about the vocabulary we use in welcoming people or how we name our services or activities to ensure the message communicated is truly welcoming to all who wish to be there. In pastoral terms, in our care for one another, let us be sensitive to one another in seeking as far as possible to include all in our midst whatever their background or personal circumstances, as we seek to honour God.      

3. Our calling is to live useful lives (I Thessalonians 4:9-10)
(a)The importance of valuing other people (I Thessalonians 4:9-10)9 Now about your love for one another we do not need to write to you, for you yourselves have been taught by God to love each other. 10 And in fact, you do love all of God’s family throughout Macedonia. Yet we urge you, brothers and sisters, to do so more and more… As Christian people who know that we are created in the image of God as men and women, an insight that allows us to see how precious we are to God; yet to grasp this insight regarding ourselves and not to do so with respect to the other people we encounter day by day would be extremely short-sighted. Each life is precious from the youngest child to the eldest senior in our communities. This principle is a boundary marker for us as Christians. We are unashamedly pro-life and genuinely want to wish the best quality of life and interpersonal relations for each human being. It will affect how we speak about other people. There will always be issues over which people disagree. Even in any one household of more than one person, it is most unlikely that there will be total agreement on everything, even less likely in a larger group of people. But the way we speak to and about other people; the way we communicate in messages or social media posts must be gracious and winsome. Paul expressed it this way in a letter to the Church at Colossae in Western Turkey: Let your conversation be always full of grace, seasoned with salt, so that you may know how to answer everyone (Colossians 4:6). Our goal even in disputations must be to win the person more than the argument. Are we, individually and collectively winsome people? Do people sense something of the graciousness and love of Jesus when they encounter us? It is really important in our communities of faith called churches that this characterises our gatherings. In the late Second Century AD, one of the most prominent Christian leaders was a North African lawyer and theologian called Tertullian (c.160-c.225AD) from Carthage, in the country we today call Tunisia. In one of his published works that has survived, he noted the most significant reason who people outside the Christian Church became open to hearing the good news of Jesus for themselves. ‘Look,’ they say, ‘how they [Christians] love one another’ (for they themselves hate one another); ‘and how they are ready to die for each other’ (for they themselves are readier to kill each other). (Apologeticus chapter 39, section 7) We live in an increasingly broken world where the quality of life for a growing proportion of people is currently declining, especially in the post-pandemic years. I thank God for the many churches and other bodies and individuals in our society who are doing their best to seek to rectify this problem in their local communities. I am thankful that in our city of Dundee there are many examples of initiatives that are praiseworthy in the efforts to assist those most in need. It was these small communities of followers of Jesus in the Roman world whose counter-cultural lifestyles slowly brought positive changes in a brutal and uncaring environment and laid down the foundations of what later became the medical and social care for those in need that in this country was, for example, the precursor of our National Health Service. Never underestimate the influence you might have by modelling a gracious and winsome spirit based on your valuing other people as you value yourself – as individuals worthy of love and respect.     
(b) The importance of a right attitude to work and employment (I Thessalonians 4:11-12) …and to make it your ambition to lead a quiet life: you should mind your own business and work with your hands, just as we told you, 12 so that your daily life may win the respect of outsiders and so that you will not be dependent on anybody. In the Graeco-Roman world, working with your hands, physical labour, was seen as slave-work that was unsuitable for respectable citizens. The Early Christian Church, as had the Jewish faith over previous centuries, challenged this perspective as well. The model religious leader in Pharisaic Judaism of two thousand years ago was bi-vocational. Jesus of Nazareth was a joiner (carpenter), a trade of that day that probably also included tasks associated with house-building. The apostle Paul and a number of his church-planting colleagues were tent-makers and repairers – but again worked with their hands alongside their Christian ministry service. They challenged the divide not between sacred and secular employment, but between different forms of employment and how they were valued or appreciated in society. On this point, it has been a wake-up call in our own day that too often in our own land people are looked up to or down on based on their form of employment or how well they are paid for the work they do. This kind of social snobbery should have no place in the Christian Church. Each form of lawful employment should be acknowledged and those who do their work well recognised and appreciated. It is probable here that some people in this church in Thessalonica were not having a good attitude towards their work and were unreliable employees. Paul wanted them to see that the ability and opportunity to work is a gift from God. Elsewhere, he will address the duty of employers to provide a good working environment for their workers, but in this context the apostle wants to challenge some individuals who needed to improve their personal self-discipline with respect to their attitude and behaviour in the workplace. In other letters, Paul or other New Testament writers will address how Christians should care for those who are too old to engage in work, especially paid employment, and support others temporarily who needed short-term assistance to support their families. The dignity of employment, even in forms of work that the wider Graeco-Roman society looked down on was something rightly challenged by these new communities of faith. Hopefully, you can see a pattern to the lifestyle of these first Christians valuing each person as equals in the sight of God and one another and giving a dignity and status to going about our daily business week by week. In this way the Church in its local expression was living to honour God.         
Questions for reflection: 

How does my Christian faith inform how I think of or relate to other people day by day? 
How does Paul’s message impact how I view the work I do week by week?

Is there an area of my life I need to look at afresh in view of the calling Paul gives to us?

Song: ‘The Potter’s hand’
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JbzLH-1vH8g 
The Lord’s Supper 
Jesus invites all Christian who have committed their lives to follow Him to participate in this act of worship. The apostle Paul wrote these words of Scripture in I Corinthians 11:23-26 to guide our observance of Communion.
For I received from the Lord what I also passed on to you: the Lord Jesus, on the night He was betrayed, took bread, 24 and when He had given thanks, He broke it and said, ‘This is My body, which is for you; do this in remembrance of Me.’ 25 In the same way, after supper He took the cup, saying, ‘This cup is the new covenant in My blood; do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of Me.’ 26 For whenever you eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord’s Death until He comes.
Prayer: Choose your own words of prayer to give thanks for the bread and wine that represent the costly gift of His body and blood for us.

Take the bread: Jesus said: ‘This is My body, which is for you; do this in remembrance of Me.

Take the wine: Jesus said: This cup is the new covenant in My blood; do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of Me.’
Our closing song is ‘Speak O Lord’

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3tPp8ov7cks  
Closing Prayer: 
Thank You Lord for entrusting us with the calling of being Your witnesses and ambassadors in this world. We want to honour You in the way we live and by the choices we will make this week. Please guide and direct us in all the steps we take, in Jesus’ name we pray, Amen
Benediction:  The Grace 

  May the Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,

                             the love of God 

                             and the Fellowship of the Holy Spirit, 

                             be with us all evermore, Amen
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