
Broughty Baptist update Sunday 30 April 2023 I Thessalonians 5:1-11 The Church Be prepared for the future
Morning worship online starts at 10:30am on the Zoom platform; and at the same time in person in Panmurefield Baptist Centre
JAM Kids’ focus: The children will leave for their separate programme part way through the service
JAM young adults programme: "Sermon on the Mount; Session 7 - How not to be religious, Matthew 6; 1-6, 16-18," led by Olu Adegoke and Helen Sellarajah.
Breakthru 6.30pm - 8.15pm All the usual fun, games, worship, discussion and refreshments, led by Gary Torbet & Martin Leiper, topic to be confirmed.
This service is led today by Rev. Brian Talbot who will also preach the message and lead the communion service.

Call to Worship: Psalm 98 responsive reading:

Sing to the Lord a new song,
for He has done marvellous things;
 His right hand and His holy arm
 have worked salvation for Him.
The Lord has made His salvation known
 and revealed His righteousness to the nations.
 He has remembered His love
 and His faithfulness to Israel;
 all the ends of the earth have seen
 the salvation of our God.
Shout for joy to the Lord, all the earth,
burst into jubilant song with music;
make music to the Lord with the harp,
with the harp and the sound of singing, 
with trumpets and the blast of the ram’s horn 
– shout for joy before the Lord, the King.
Let the sea resound, and everything in it,
 the world, and all who live in it.
Let the rivers clap their hands,
let the mountains sing together for joy;
let them sing before the Lord,
for He comes to judge the earth.
He will judge the world in righteousness
and the peoples with equity.
Opening praise:  ‘Come Thou fount of every blessing’ & ‘Above all Else’
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5kBSTA0Kle4 
Opening Prayer
Thank You Lord for the privilege of gathering in Your presence to worship You today. We join with the psalmist who declared: Sing to the Lord a new song, for He has done marvellous things. We come to acknowledge Your provision of our basic needs of the past week, and so much more, as we give thanks for the blessings of family and friends; of the opportunity for many of us to have employment or to engage in leisure activities. In this season of spring, it is such a joy to see the trees blossoming with new life and the carpets of spring flowers decorating our community so beautifully. As we hear the birds sing their songs of joy in the trees, we too come with grateful hearts today as we acknowledge Your love and care towards us.    
   We seek again Your forgiveness for our sinful thoughts, words and deeds and pray that You would fill us afresh with Your Holy Spirit in this new week and help us to honour You in the good choices we seek to make in each area of our lives. Speak afresh to us from Your Word as we listen to it and reflect on it today, in Jesus’ name we pray, Amen  
Let us say together the words Jesus taught His disciples when He said:

'Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be Your name. 

Your kingdom come, 

Your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread, 

and forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors. 

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.       

For Yours is the kingdom, the power and the glory, for ever Amen. 
All Age Talk ‘Are you following the signs?’
What do these signs mean on United Kingdom roads?
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Matthew 16:2-3: Jesus said these words to some religious leaders which was very sad: He replied, ‘When evening comes, you say, “It will be fair weather, for the sky is red,” 3 and in the morning, “Today it will be stormy, for the sky is red and overcast.” You know how to interpret the appearance of the sky, but you cannot interpret the signs of the times.
In essence, Jesus was saying that these people He was speaking to could easily give you all kinds of factual information that might even be important things to know, but they did not know the most important things God wanted them to know about trusting Him and following Him.  The challenge comes to us today as well? Would Jesus say this of you or me? 

Have you put your trust in Him?  Are you choosing to follow Him day by day? Does He have the first place in your life and mine? Jesus is coming back soon. If we are trusting and following Him then we will be ready for His coming.  

Song: ‘One Way Jesus’
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8dzz5WS5Loc 

Prayers for others   
Heavenly Father,
  We thank You today for the blessing of the freedom we enjoy to come directly into Your presence with our praises and our prayers for our own needs and those of other people at this time.  We are deeply aware that so many people in our own land and especially in some other countries are struggling with the cost of living increases at the present time and in particular the food shortages affecting many countries as a result of war, in particular the conflict in Ukraine. We pray that as an international community that a way can be found to meet all these needs at this time. We thank You for all the aid agencies engaged in invaluable work around the world. We thank You too for the work of the Missionary Aviation Fellowship (MAF) whose fleet of planes fly people and much-needed resources into some of the most remote places in the world. We ask that they might continue to know Your provision for meeting the costs of this important work.  
   We continue to pray for an end to the many wars around the world. We continue to remember the people of Myanmar and Ukraine. We are grateful to see peace talks taking place in Yemen so needed after the devastation caused in that land in recent years. We pray that Ethiopia too many see the complete cessation of violence in the conflicts between its government and neighbouring regimes. We are deeply concerned about the growing violence in Sudan and are disappointed that the serious hopes for democratic governance in that land seem to be disappearing fast as military factions battle for control. Lord have mercy on these places   
  In our own land we pray for all the young people in our congregation as well as others who will be sitting crucial exams over the next few weeks.  We pray that You would enable each one to be able to do their best as they take these examinations.

In the Baptist Union of Scotland:
This week we give thanks for: Drumchapel Baptist Church, Glasgow, and Rev Don Currie (Chaplain - Saltcoats FC, local Royal British Legion branch & Auchenharvie Academy). We pray for Your blessing and guidance for their work and ministries. 
We pray also for the other churches in Broughty Ferry, for Your guidance and direction for them as they gather for worship today. We pray that together in our community we may honour and glorify God as we witness to our Lord through our words and deeds.  
In our own congregation: 
Heavenly Father, 

     We praise you for the good news of Moraig Piggot’s progress since recent surgery, but continue to remember Ellen Brown, Charles Cain and Fergus Rice and pray that they too may see improvements in the coming days. 

       We continue to pray for the bereaved connected with our church. We pray for Miriam and Wayne Cowpland and other members of their family after the death of Zena Eunson. We also pray for Alison Blackwell, Hamid Ditta, Dorothy Galloway, Jeanne Purves and their respective families and friends. We ask that You would strengthen and sustain them through their times of sadness. 

        We continue to pray for, John Asbury, Jim Black, Ingrid Brodie, John Cairney, Mary Davidson, Robin and Aileen Goudie, Sam Horn, Joyce and Jim Lynn, Gwen Paterson, Mary Vallis, Bill Turner, Ann Steer, Ann McLeod and Anne Wallace 
We name others now in the silence who need Your healing touch and a sense of Your loving presence….
Lord, may they all feel Your comfort, strength and most of all Your healing.
We bring all these prayers to You in the mighty and powerful name of Jesus, Amen.
Bible Reading: I Thessalonians 5:1-11:
Now, brothers and sisters, about times and dates we do not need to write to you, 2 for you know very well that the day of the Lord will come like a thief in the night. 3 While people are saying, ‘Peace and safety’, destruction will come on them suddenly, as labour pains on a pregnant woman, and they will not escape.
4 But you, brothers and sisters, are not in darkness so that this day should surprise you like a thief. 5 You are all children of the light and children of the day. We do not belong to the night or to the darkness. 6 So then, let us not be like others, who are asleep, but let us be awake and sober. 7 For those who sleep, sleep at night, and those who get drunk, get drunk at night. 8 But since we belong to the day, let us be sober, putting on faith and love as a breastplate, and the hope of salvation as a helmet. 9 For God did not appoint us to suffer wrath but to receive salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ. 10 He died for us so that, whether we are awake or asleep, we may live together with him. 11 Therefore encourage one another and build each other up, just as in fact you are doing.
Song: ‘May the mind of Christ my Saviour’
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gE5fOXSymBc&t=16s 

Message:  I Thessalonians 5:1-11: The Church: Be prepared for the future

Introduction
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 SHAPE  \* MERGEFORMAT 
[image: image10]    Be Prepared! There are good things that we can do to prepare for things in life. In schools, knowing that exam season will come later in the academic year, a pupil knows that there is work to be done to prepare adequately for sitting that examination. A few people can retain everything in their minds and not need to revise and pass exams with ease, but for the majority of us to a greater or lesser degree, we need to revise and refresh our minds about the subjects we have studied and be prepared to give the kind of answers we think will be sought in set questions. Be prepared! A number of cities have recently held high profile marathons. The London marathon is the best known in the UK. There are elite athletes who record astonishing times who will finish the race a long time ahead of the amateur competitors, but for the many thousand ordinary people who take part in these races there has to be many hours of training over quite a long period of time in order to complete the more than twenty-six miles of the race. Anyone who has not prepared adequately will face serious struggles in completing it. Be prepared is the motto to follow! It is in this positive spirit that Paul is writing to these young Christians in Thessalonica to help them prepare for their future. In the previous short section, covering a similar topic, Paul was seeking to reassure anxious Christians concerning what happens to us after our death. Where have our loved ones gone? Will we see them again? The answer he gave in I Thessalonians 4:13-18 was so encouraging. Our parting as believers is temporary. We will meet again in the Lord’s presence. The Bible was accurate in revealing God’s plans for the first coming of Jesus, so we can have even greater confidence that God has things under His control in relation to Jesus’ return. So we are to encourage one another that the future is in His hands (I Thessalonians 4:18). 

     However, the apostle by implication is also issuing a warning to those who have not yet made their preparations to meet with the Lord and be ready for eternity. To such people Paul declares: Be Prepared! I have over the years had many conversations with people who had not made any kind of profession of faith, but who fully intended to do so in the future. Undoubtedly to some of them, they wanted to live a particular lifestyle now that they knew was incompatible or inconsistent with a Christian profession, but thought that at the right time they would take that step of faith in trusting in Jesus. There are other people who declared they were too busy and their life was already too full of activities at work or with their family or these things plus a hobby that took up a lot of their time. Those in this category often acknowledged that following Jesus was not just making a ‘decision for Jesus’ or attending a service on a Sunday but was a call to a lifestyle of following Jesus that claimed a priority on our time and resources and abilities that they were not prepared to give at that time. Some people were very honest that they planned to wait till their old age to follow Jesus. But how do we know how long we have to live in this life? The reality is that none of us knows the future. Our lives are in God’s hands. Pauls’ message here is very clear. Be Prepared to meet the Lord by taking the opportunity you do have to put your faith in Him. We are not guaranteed by God multiple opportunities. If we have one then we are responsible to take it and not assume we will always have plenty more opportunities.          
    When we take step back and reflect on our lives, how seriously do you and I take warnings that are given to us, from childhood to later in life? The honest answer for most if not all of us is sometimes! There are so many occasions when, despite knowing the risks, we still take a chance that the consequences predicted, if a course of action is followed, will not happen. The examples that could be given are many, because it seems as human beings that our sinful nature encourages us to push the boundaries to see if anything will happen despite the risks that could be faced. Can you recall any times when you ignored warnings? The image viewed at the start of this message reveals a scenario where the risk to those who didn’t heed to warning was probably quite small. However, with respect to our future beyond this life, to ignore the warning Paul gives here has eternal consequences. All of us must Be Prepared. 

   What does Paul say to us in I Thessalonians 5:1-11?  

(1)The folly of ignoring His warnings (I Thess.5:1-3) 

1Now, brothers and sisters, about times and dates we do not need to write to you, 2 for you know very well that the day of the Lord will come like a thief in the night. 3 While people are saying, “Peace and safety,” destruction will come on them suddenly, as labour pains on a pregnant woman, and they will not escape. The reality and significance of these words needs to be grasped by every person who lives on this planet, including Christians. Time and again the Bible uses similar vocabulary to stress that Jesus will return when least expected. The only issue is this? Would I be ready if He came back today or tomorrow? You are only ready to live if you have already taken care of settling your eternal destiny. Many people are so concerned to sort out their education or their career or their holiday plans or…? But foolishly give no thought to the biggest issue you will ever have to face -your eternal destiny. When heaven and hell are at stake it is reckless folly to put it off or take a chance on God overlooking your foolishness on Judgement Day! Paul in Galatians 6:7-8 warned that our choices here on earth, prior to death, are irrevocable. 7Do not be deceived: God cannot be mocked. A man reaps what he sows. 8 Whoever sows to please their flesh, from the flesh will reap destruction; whoever sows to please the Spirit, from the Spirit will reap eternal life. No-one when they stand before the Lord will get another chance –it is now on earth or never. The day of the Lord is a familiar expression from the Old Testament, but it is not a pleasant image. For example, Amos 5:18-20: 18 Woe to you who long for the day of the Lord! Why do you long for the day of the Lord? That day will be darkness, not light.19 It will be as though a man fled from a lion only to meet a bear, as though he entered his house  and rested his hand on the wall only to have a snake bite him. 20 Will not the day of the Lord be darkness, not light— pitch-dark, without a ray of brightness? God, through the gift of His Son Jesus, has provided salvation for us including taking care of everything for us in eternity –why would anyone be so foolish as to say: ‘thanks - but no thanks, I will do my own thing’? A four-year-old girl died in a car crash after her parents followed sat-nav instructions which contradicted road signs, an inquest heard. Ariana Bardhaj was killed when her parents' car collided with another vehicle as they drove along the A6 in Blackrod, Bolton, on 11 September 2010. Fernando and Trish Bardhaj, of Blackpool, said they had not seen the ‘no right turn’ signs into Station Road. Giving a narrative verdict, the coroner said Ariana died of multiple injuries. The hearing at Bolton Coroners' Court heard that learner driver Mr Bardhaj had just taken over the driving from his wife. Ariana and her younger brother, Xhemil, were in the back of the family's white Vauxhall Astra when it collided with the Audi A5, which was travelling at 45mph (72kph). The speed limit on the A6 is 60mph (96kph). Sgt Garry Lyle, of Greater Manchester Police, told the hearing: "They were following a sat-nav and it told them to turn right. There's plenty of signage there saying 'No right turn'. The sat-nav said turn right and they followed that and didn't follow the signs." Sgt Lyle said he returned to the scene with a similar sat-nav and it also told him to turn right. But the sat-nav carried a warning telling motorists to follow road signs and restrictions, the inquest heard. The Audi hit the back passenger door and Ariana took the full force of the impact. She died in the Royal Bolton Hospital three hours later. [BBC News website 3 Feb. 2011]. 

   Are you following the signs God has given us in His Word? Two thousand years ago, and right up to the present day there have been people who will laugh at any thought of life after death and making their peace with God. Peter in his second letter drew attention to the kinds of comments raised as early as his own day: Above all, you must understand that in the last days scoffers will come, scoffing and following their own evil desires. 4 They will say, “Where is this ‘coming’ He promised? Ever since our ancestors died, everything goes on as it has since the beginning of creation.” (II Peter 3:3-4). There is actually nothing new under the sun, but God has not changed, neither have the eternal destinies of those who accept or reject Him respectively. However, we need to heed the warning that Jesus’ coming will be completely unexpected like a thief in the night (I Thess.5:2); it is not right for us to predict dates for Jesus’ return because we have insufficient evidence to do so. In Mark 13:32-33, Jesus reminded His first followers: But about that day or hour no one knows, not even the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. 33 Be on guard! Be alert! You do not know when that time will come. There are a few hints about signs that will be fulfilled before Jesus’ return, but no more. Therefore, like the labour pains of an expectant mother – the arrival date of the expected one is difficult to predict precisely! (I Thess.5:3)  
(2) The wisdom of heeding His guidance (I Thess.5:4-11) 

(a)Be alert (I Thessalonians 5:4-7) But you, brothers and sisters, are not in darkness so that this day should surprise you like a thief. 5 You are all children of the light and children of the day. We do not belong to the night or to the darkness. 6 So then, let us not be like others, who are asleep, but let us be awake and sober. 7For those who sleep, sleep at night, and those who get drunk, get drunk at night. For these Christians, like us today, Paul has not provided any new information. The apostle does not want us to be frightened by the prospect of the Lord’s return. It should be an event we greatly look forward to. In Jewish thinking of that day, the present age was sometimes described in terms of being like a long dark night, in contrast to the time when the Messiah came it was like the sun rising, day breaking and the world being flooded with glorious light. For followers of Jesus, He was and is the Messiah the Jewish Scriptures pointed to. His kingdom of light has begun but it is not yet here in its fullness. Using the imagery of darkness and light, Paul is reminding us that the two ages overlap. Unbelievers who have not yet acknowledged Jesus as Lord and Saviour are pictured as living in spiritual darkness, whereas His followers are described in this way: But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s special possession, that you may declare the praises of Him who called you out of darkness into His wonderful light. (I Peter 2:9)      

    What does this mean in practice for us as Christians? We know that we are not to set speculative dates for Jesus return. We are not to sit about idly waiting for Jesus to come back when we have work and many other thing to do; instead, we are to be good stewards of our time. We know by the many references to the second coming of Jesus in the New Testament that it was an important part of the message of the apostles in the Early Church. However, it is an exhortation to live in the light of what we already know. In a workplace employees have tasks to perform. They are likely to know what they are supposed to be doing. Maybe there is a day when the owner of the company or the manager of the department is away, what happens then? In theory, the employees will get on with the scheduled work in exactly the same way as they would if their manager was present. They know what to do, but have to exercise their will to carry out their responsibilities. As children of the King of Kings, you and I may in our work places or families or some social gatherings be in a minority –on occasions a minority of one believer! But the way we behave and the values we profess should not change. We are ambassadors of the King of Kings. Paul made this point in 2 Corinthians 5:20:  We are therefore Christ’s ambassadors, as though God were making His appeal through us. When an ambassador goes ‘off message’ it can be an acute embarrassment for a government. Lu Shaye, the Chinese ambassador in Paris, France, made a remarkable statement in an interview on Friday April 21, 2023, in which he ‘questioned the sovereignty not only of Ukraine, but all the former Soviet Republics including the Baltic states’ [The Guardian, Sunday April 23, 2023]. To say that his remarks caused offence in some European capitals was an understatement of the alarm his words had created. Eventually, the Chinese government acknowledged that he had misspoken, but to wait until four days later to do so does not inspire too much confidence in the assurances given. The government spokesperson insisted that the Chinese government ‘respects the sovereignty, independence, and integrity of all countries’, [https://www.euronews.com/my-europe/2023/04/24] What matters here is that one individual made a speech that was deemed to represent the collective mind of one of the largest and most powerful countries in the world. You and I represent the King of Kings and Lord of Lords. Do other people see Him clearly through the choices we make and the attitudes you and I display? It is a huge challenge to us. Our calling is to continue living the way Jesus calls us to live for as long as it takes until He returns.  

     The secular world and people of other faith communities will follow their own convictions, we cannot change that, but we are accountable to the Lord for living in the light of the knowledge He has given us and serving as watchmen to the wider world (see Ezekiel 33:8-9 where God said through the prophet: When I say to the wicked, “You wicked person, you will surely die,” and you do not speak out to dissuade them from their ways, that wicked person will die for their sin, and I will hold you accountable for their blood. 9 But if you do warn the wicked person to turn from their ways and they do not do so, they will die for their sin, though you yourself will be saved). Our priorities should be fixed in the light of His coming and our eternal destinies. From time to time we will need to revise our priorities, because we have allowed the influences of this world to shape our aspirations more than the Word of God. We need to pray that the Holy Spirit will enable us to keep ever vigilant about what really matters and what is of little ultimate concern in our lives. We need to ask Him to help us see things as He does so as to live in the present and prepare for the future as effectively as possible.  

(b) Be armed (I Thessalonians 5:8) 8But since we belong to the day, let us be self-controlled, putting on faith and love as a breastplate, and the hope of salvation as a helmet. Paul admired the discipline, dedication and perseverance of the Roman Army. It was a relatively small number of soldiers that controlled a vast empire –like the British one in the Victorian era. He pictured believers putting on our spiritual ‘armour’ (Ephesians 6:10-20), in order that we too may be victorious. However, by contrast to the Roman army who used physical force to impose their control on the Mediterranean world, the resources Christians are called to employ are very different indeed. In addition to being watchful, we are called to use faith and love as a breastplate. A breastplate is a defensive not an offensive weapon. So the emphasis in this context of the use of the armour of God is a call to stand firm in our faith using the resources God has given to us. We are called to be self-controlled, that is to make wise choices in our thoughts, words or actions. In a world where the clamour for the instant thought, word or action, in response to what other people are doing is so strong, we are called in the words of the hymn-writer  to ‘Take time to be holy’. The last verse of that reads:

Take time to be holy, be calm in Thy soul,

Each thought and each temper [motive] beneath His control;

Thus led by His Spirit to fountains of love,

Thou soon shalt be fitted for service above. (Combined Mission Praise 625)

     Paul interestingly has already spoken about ‘faith love and hope’ as character qualities in evidence in that congregation in I Thessalonians 1:3: We remember before our God and Father your work produced by faith, your labour prompted by love, and your endurance inspired by hope in our Lord Jesus Christ. 
These three qualities also are referenced in Paul’s powerful explanation of what this agape love is in I Corinthians 13:13: And now these three remain: faith, hope and love. But the greatest of these is love.  
  The faith Paul has in mind here is an active one. It is a strong anchoring of who we are in God that enables us through the power of the Holy Spirit to put our faith into practice. We are saved by God’s grace alone, received through our faith in Him for a purpose. In Ephesians 2:8-10 Paul wrote: For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith – and this is not from yourselves, it is the gift of God – 9 not by works, so that no one can boast. 10 For we are God’s handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do.   

Our faith is the fertile soil in which we live fruitful active lives of service to and with other people. What is our motivation for living this way? your labour prompted by love… Agape love, the New Testament word used so frequently in the New Testament is a practical care for others around us. We can do good deeds mechanically, when our hearts are not really engaged in it. However, when our motivation for assisting someone else is a genuine care for their wellbeing, it has the potential to be a real blessing for the other person.   
Paul continues: and the hope of salvation as a helmet. What is it that keeps us going living for God and serving others, especially when things may be difficult for us as well? We recall Paul’s words earlier in this letter: ‘…and your endurance inspired by hope in our Lord Jesus Christ.’ Be armed with these qualities as you go through this new week.    
(c) Be assured (I Thessalonians 5:9-11) 9 For God did not appoint us to suffer wrath but to receive salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ. 10 He died for us so that, whether we are awake or asleep, we may live together with him. 11 Therefore encourage one another and build each other up, just as in fact you are doing. The coming again of Jesus is not a judgement day to fear for the believer. By contrast, it is a joyful reunion of unspeakable bliss. It is a day we can look forward to as Christians with anticipation knowing that the best is yet to come for us, through the undeserved kindness of our amazing God. Jesus has already won the victory on the cross. His final triumph is assured. Let us seek to encourage one another to be the best we can be for Him as we are awaiting His return. On that day, may He find us serving as faithful stewards of the commission entrusted to us, or at the earlier time when He calls us home, Amen 

Question for Reflection: How can we best encourage one another to live this way today?

           Is there anything I need to work on just now to help me live this way more effectively? 
Song: ‘Your will be done’ by City Alight 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8nLXXephYRI&feature=youtu.be 
The Lord’s Supper 
Jesus invites all Christian who have committed their lives to follow Him to participate in this act of worship. The apostle Paul wrote these words of Scripture in I Corinthians 11:23-26 to guide our observance of Communion.
For I received from the Lord what I also passed on to you: the Lord Jesus, on the night He was betrayed, took bread, 24 and when He had given thanks, He broke it and said, ‘This is My body, which is for you; do this in remembrance of Me.’ 25 In the same way, after supper He took the cup, saying, ‘This cup is the new covenant in My blood; do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of Me.’ 26 For whenever you eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord’s Death until He comes.
Prayer: Choose your own words of prayer to give thanks for the bread and wine that represent the costly gift of His body and blood for us.

Take the bread: Jesus said: ‘This is My body, which is for you; do this in remembrance of Me.

Take the wine: Jesus said: This cup is the new covenant in My blood; do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of Me.’
Our closing song: ‘Great is the darkness that covers the earth’
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wP_BUHwweS4 

Closing Prayer: 
Lord, thank You for the encouragement that this passage of the Bible has brought us today. We are grateful that our future is in Your hands through the good times as well as through the tough. We ask for Your wisdom to help us make the best of the time we have each day and pray that You will help us be a blessing to the people we encounter day by day, in Jesus’ name we pray, Amen 
Benediction:  The Grace 

  May the Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,

                             the love of God 

                             and the Fellowship of the Holy Spirit, 

                             be with us all evermore, Amen
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