
Broughty Baptist update Sunday 5 March 2023 I Thessalonians 1 ‘The church rooted and grounded in Christ’
Morning worship online starts at 10:30am on the Zoom platform; and at the same time in person in Panmurefield Baptist Centre
JAM Kids’ focus: takes place during the morning service today.
JAM young adults programme: 10.30am-11.45am: This is the first in our new series on "The Sermon on the Mount" Session 1 Introduction Matthew 5; 1-12 "The Beatitudes" led by Helen Sellarajah and Olu Adeyoke. This was a topic requested by our young people, so we are really looking forward to studying this over the next few months on Sunday mornings.
Some of our young people are attending the SU Prayer event, "Encounter" at Inchrya Grange Hotel near Grangemouth on Sunday afternoon/evening. So no Breakthru this Sunday evening
This service is led today by Rev Gary Torbet & Aedan Shiel. Rev. Brian Talbot will bring God’s Word and lead communion.
Praise to God for a Living Hope

Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In his great mercy he has given us new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, and into an inheritance that can never perish, spoil, or fade. This inheritance is kept in heaven for you, who through faith are shielded by God’s power until the coming of the salvation that is ready to be revealed in the last time (I Peter 1:3-5).
Call to Worship:   Psalm 103 responsive reading
Bless the Lord, O my soul,
and all that is within me,
bless His holy name!
Bless the Lord, O my soul,
and forget not all His benefits:
Who redeems your life from the pit,
who crowns you with steadfast love and mercy;
The Lord is merciful and gracious,
slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love.
For as high as the heavens are above the earth,
so great is His steadfast love toward those who fear Him.
As far as the east is from the west,
so far does He remove our transgressions from us.
As a father shows compassion to His children,
so the Lord shows compassion to those who fear Him.
But the steadfast love of the Lord is from everlasting to everlasting on those who fear Him,
and His righteousness to children’s children.
Bless the Lord, all His works,
in all places of His dominion.
Bless the Lord, O my soul!
Opening praise: ‘Living Hope’ Phil Wickham - Living Hope (Lyrics) - YouTube
We continue in our praise by singing: ‘Blessed assurance Jesus is mine’  
Blessed Assurance Christian Worship Song Lyrics - YouTube
Prayer:
Heavenly Father, 
Thank You that in the midst of this uncertain and rapidly changing world that we can have confidence in You. We can say with the Psalmist: ‘Bless the Lord, O my soul, and all that is within me, bless His holy name! Bless the Lord, O my soul, and forget not all His benefits’. At the start of another new week, we come with gratitude for the blessings of the past week; for the unmerited loving-kindness You have shown to us day by day. Thank You for Your amazing love revealed to us through the person of Your Son Jesus, our Lord and Saviour. Please forgive us our sins of the past week and empower us by Your Holy Spirit for the opportunities and challenges that lie before us in the week that has just begun. Speak to us from the Bible what You wish us to apply to our daily lives, in Jesus’ name we pray, Amen. 
Let us say together the words Jesus taught His disciples when He said:

'Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be Your name. 

Your kingdom come, 

Your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread, 

and forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors. 

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.       

For Yours is the kingdom, the power and the glory, for ever Amen. 
All Age Talk: 
Theme

God sends his Holy Spirit on the day of Pentecost

Object

A portable electric fan with some bright red streamers tied to the guard.

Scripture

When the day of Pentecost came, they were all together in one place. Suddenly a sound like the blowing of a violent wind came from heaven and filled the whole house where they were sitting. They saw what seemed to be tongues of fire that separated and came to rest on each of them. All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit enabled them. Acts 2:1-4 (NIV)

On a hot summer day, an electric fan can really help to keep us cool. How does a fan help to keep us cool? That's right, it keeps us cool by blowing air. I think I will turn the fan on now. Do you see any air coming out of the fan? Well, if we can't see the air, how do you know the fan is working? There are several ways we can tell that this fan is working.

One way that we can tell that the fan is working is that I have tied some bright red streamers on the front of the fan. Even though we can't see the air, we can see the air blowing those streamers. That is one way we know the fan is working.

Another way we can know that the fan is working is that we can feel the air from the fan blowing against our faces. We can't see the air, but we can feel it.

Finally, we know that the fan is working because we can hear the sound of the air and the rattling sound of the streamers as they blow. We can't see it, but we can hear it.

The Bible tells us that on the day of Pentecost, the Jesus' followers were all gathered together in one place and God sent the Holy Spirit to give them the power to teach others about Jesus. Now, they couldn't see the Holy Spirit, so how did they know the Holy Spirit was there?

The Bible says that they knew the Holy Spirit was there because they could hear the sound of a mighty rushing wind coming from heaven. They couldn't see the Holy Spirit, but they could hear the sound of the wind just as we can hear the air blowing from this fan.

Then the Bible tells us that they saw what seemed to be flaming tongues of fire that came and rested on their heads. They couldn't see the Holy Spirit, but they knew that the Holy Spirit was there because they could see the flaming tongues of fire just as we can see these red ribbons on our fan.

Finally, the Bible tells us that they knew the Holy Spirit was there because they could feel his power. When they were filled with the Holy Spirit, he gave them the ability to speak in languages that they didn't even know, so that they could tell everyone about Jesus. They couldn't see the Holy Spirit, but they could feel his power in their life just as we can feel the air from this fan.

The Holy Spirit is still with us today. We can't see him, but we can hear him as he speaks to our hearts, we can see his moving in our life, and we can feel the power of his presence as he guides us through each day.

Dear Father, thank you for sending your Holy Spirit to be our teacher and guide. Help us to listen and obey as he teaches us how to tell others about Jesus. Amen.

Song: ‘We are marching in the light of God, we are moving in the power of God’
 We are marching in the light of God WMV - YouTube
Prayers for others   
In our Prayers for Others today, as we see in the passage the Thessalonian Christians suffering for their faith, we will initially focus on our brothers and sisters around the world who are persecuted.

We will then focus on our own church for pastoral issues and guidance for our church.

I shall at the end of each section finish with the Refrain:
Lord in your mercy – and if you could repeat “Hear our prayers.”
In 1 Thessalonians we read, “So you received the message with joy from the Holy Spirit, in spite of the severe suffering it brought you.” (1 Thessalonians 1:6)
Firstly, I would like to bring you Sahar’s story from Open Doors;

Serving Persecuted Christians Worldwide - How Sahar from Iran is seeing change - Open Doors UK & Ireland
Loving Heavenly Father,

We thank you for bringing Sahar to faith in Christ, for reuniting her with her family, and helping her find a safe place where she can live and minister to others. We pray for Christian women in Iran, who face particular difficulties because of their gender and their faith in Christ. We pray that they might be able to worship you without fear.  We pray for Open Doors programmes of training, counselling & practical support designed to strengthen women like Sahar from a Muslim background across the Muslim world.

Lord in your mercy – hear our prayers.

We pray for our brothers & sisters around the world that face such persecution, and pray protection over them and for countries to stop in the name of Jesus unfair treatment, torture, imprisonment and even death. We pray for some countries now –

In Afghanistan, North Korea, Morocco, Egypt, Iraq, Lebanon, and we pray for the event in the UK Parliament on Tuesday 7 March, where Open Doors will highlight the persecution of girls and women and campaign for more freedoms, rights and access to education.

Lord in your mercy – hear our prayers.

Father we continually pray for peace in Ukraine, and for an end to the war & bloodshed.  Also for the people of Syria & Turkey, and all the people affected and suffering from the recent earthquakes there.

Lord in your mercy – hear our prayers.

Father, we pray for people in our own church who are struggling with health problems, have suffered recent bereavement or from isolation. We think in particular of Alison Blackwell and her family with the recent passing of Judy, and also the Ditta family after recently losing Alva.  In particular we pray for Moraig Piggot, and for the meeting with the surgeon this Tuesday. We pray that this will go well, and a date can be arranged for the surgery.  May you bring your healing touch, comfort & strength for Moraig and all the family at this difficult time.

We continue to pray for Arlene Piggot, John Asbury, Ingrid Brodie, John Cairney, Jeanne Purves, Mary Vallis, Bill Turner, Ann Steer, Ann McLeod and Anne Wallace – we name others now in the silence who need your healing touch and a sense of your loving presence….

Lord, may they all feel your comfort, strength and most of all your healing.

Lord in your mercy – hear our prayers.
Father – we pray for our Church Meeting on Wednesday and as we have been reflecting on this over the last month, we pray for the guidance of your Holy Spirit and of your Word.  We pray for Brian & the deacons, we thank you for them and all they do in the background to see that the church runs smoothly. May we listen to their thoughts as they lead us in the discussions about our extension and for future plans for growth and increase.

Lord in your mercy, hear our prayers.  Amen.

In the Baptist Union of Scotland:
This week we give thanks for one of the Baptist Union office staff team, Carly Morris who serves as an Administration Assistant; together with three local churches, Campbeltown Community Church; Canonmills Baptist Church, Edinburgh; and Carnoustie Baptist Church. We pray for Your blessing and guidance for their work and ministries. 
We pray also for the other churches in Broughty Ferry, for Your guidance and direction for them as they serve You this week. We pray that together in our community we may honour and glorify God as we witness to our Lord through our words and deeds.  
Bible Reading I Thessalonians 1
To the church of the Thessalonians in God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ: Grace and peace to you. 2 We always thank God for all of you and continually mention you in our prayers. 3 We remember before our God and Father your work produced by faith, your labour prompted by love, and your endurance inspired by hope in our Lord Jesus Christ.
4 For we know, brothers and sisters loved by God, that He has chosen you, 5 because our gospel came to you not simply with words but also with power, with the Holy Spirit and deep conviction. You know how we lived among you for your sake. 6 You became imitators of us and of the Lord, for you welcomed the message in the midst of severe suffering with the joy given by the Holy Spirit. 7 And so you became a model to all the believers in Macedonia and Achaia. 8 The Lord’s message rang out from you not only in Macedonia and Achaia – your faith in God has become known everywhere. Therefore we do not need to say anything about it, 9 for they themselves report what kind of reception you gave us. They tell how you turned to God from idols to serve the living and true God, 10 and to wait for His Son from heaven, whom He raised from the dead – Jesus, who rescues us from the coming wrath.
Song: ‘The Church’s one foundation’

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bCdASxyPIKE 
The Message: I Thessalonians 1 ‘The Church rooted and grounded in Christ’
Introduction

Can you recall the first letter or message you sent to someone special? Did it flow easily from your keyboard or from the touchscreen on your phone? Did you write it very calmly and without emotion, or did the act of writing the message and thoughts of how the recipient of your communication might feel about you sending it, cause a degree of enjoyable emotion to be experienced within you at the time? It is possible that I Thessalonians might be the earliest surviving written communication from the Apostle Paul, and indeed the earliest letter produced in the Early Church in the New Testament. The letter to Galatians, though, is likely to have been written that same year in AD48, fifteen years after the Day of Pentecost and the start of the Christian Church in AD33. So what is special about this letter? It is written to a new community of faith. Everyone in that congregation had come to put their trust in Jesus during the last few years. Ten years earlier there were no Christians in the city of Thessalonica (Thessaloniki today). It was a large bustling city with a population of approximately two hundred thousand people, larger than our city of Dundee. When Paul came to that city the majority of its citizens were ethnically Greek, but there was a large Jewish minority that continued until the mid-twentieth century to be an important part of its life. In the book of Acts, Luke records how the first church in Europe was formed in the smaller city of Philippi, before Paul and his mission team, made a conscious decision to travel through smaller urban communities to the largest city in the area. The mission strategy that Paul adopted and practised over his thirty years in church-planting ministry was to seek to form a congregation in the larger urban communities and then encourage the newly formed causes to take responsibility for forming new churches in the smaller towns and then villages nearby. The mission strategy they followed across Greece (except in Athens where there was no synagogue at the time), was to start their witness amongst the people with whom they had the most in common – the Jewish people in the local synagogue.      
   Acts 17:1-4 is Luke’s account of the start of that work. When Paul and his companions had passed through Amphipolis and Apollonia, they came to Thessalonica, where there was a Jewish synagogue. 2 As was his custom, Paul went into the synagogue, and on three Sabbath days he reasoned with them from the Scriptures, 3 explaining and proving that the Messiah had to suffer and rise from the dead. ‘This Jesus I am proclaiming to you is the Messiah,’ he said. 4 Some of the Jews were persuaded and joined Paul and Silas, as did a large number of God-fearing Greeks and quite a few prominent women. The main day for evangelism was Saturday as that was the time the majority of local people who might be interested in the Christian Gospel had chosen to take time off their work at the synagogue service on a Saturday morning. It is difficult to tell just how many people professed faith in Jesus during those approximately three weeks, but alongside a relatively small number of Jewish people and a handful of high-ranking Greek women, there was a large number of God-fearing Greeks. Who were these people? There were Gentiles who were attracted to belief in the One true God proclaimed in the synagogue and were likely to have attended the synagogue services Saturday by Saturday, but who were unwilling to go through the Jewish ritual ceremony of circumcision (in the case of the men); nor were they keen on following Jewish cultural and dietary rules that would have prevented them meeting up for food and fellowship with other Gentile relatives and their wider circle of Gentile friends and acquaintances. It is very likely indeed that the rapid growth of Gentile followers of Jesus in the first century AD only began after the famous decision of the Council of Jerusalem (Acts 15) where Paul and Barnabas and Peter had argued in favour of a decree ruling that Gentiles did not have to become practising Jews to follow Jesus. The response to the good news in Thessalonica was most encouraging as there were enough people identifying with this new cause to set up a functioning congregation after only three weeks! It was a remarkable start. Unfortunately, there were some people unhappy at this development and caused quite a bit of civil unrest in protest at the founding of a Christian church in the city. As a result, Paul and his mission team left soon after and moved to a place called Berea (Acts 17:5-15). This meant that the new congregation was comprised exclusively of local people who were residents of that city before the church was planted. This letter written a short time after its founding provides a window into the life of a congregation that brought so much joy to Paul. What do we learn from these residents of Thessalonica about how they lived out their faith in their home city? There are four things that stand out in I Thessalonians 1. They are:       
1. An elect people (I Thessalonians 1:1-4)

To the church of the Thessalonians in God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ: Grace and peace to you. 2 We always thank God for all of you and continually mention you in our prayers. 3 We remember before our God and Father your work produced by faith, your labour prompted by love, and your endurance inspired by hope in our Lord Jesus Christ. 4 For we know, brothers and sisters loved by God that He has chosen you…
How are they described in v1? … To the church of the Thessalonians… What does this word ‘church’ mean? It was not a reference to a building as the Christian Church existed in its local forms for two centuries before any special buildings were erected for religious purposes. Just a short time previously, all of these people were sympathetic adherents of the local synagogue, but wanting to live a God-honouring life without converting to Judaism. It was remarkable how in city after city where Jewish synagogues were located that there were local people ready and waiting for the Christian message to be proclaimed. But it was not sufficient for their individual professions of faith in God through Jesus, it was God’s intention for them to be united together in local congregations that were called churches. What does this word mean in the New Testament? It is literally, the ‘called out people’ in a local community. A church is a gathered community of members, united by a common faith in the Lord Jesus Christ, who have consciously responded to God’s call on their lives to follow Jesus. They have agreed to share to some degree their lives together for worship, witness and Christian service in a particular geographical location. This was something new in the Roman world where people of very different social and ethnic backgrounds came together through a shared faith in the risen Lord Jesus Christ. Over the next three centuries their numbers grew. Outsiders were attracted to their ranks having witnessed their love and care for one another, together with appreciation for their community ministries, especially in those times when no other form of assistance was available.           
… in God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. A local church is not adequately described if the description of it is merely on the human level. It is a place where the triune God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, is present by His Spirit. A Church is not a religious club where individuals talk about God, but a faith community gathered for acts of worship and witness that seeks to encounter God and to see lives transformed through an active relationship with Him. A New Testament Church was one where all its members had a personal trust in God through Jesus. A Christian congregation today must likewise be a place of lived faith through personal encounters with Him.  They are a people who expect God to work in their midst and in their communities through their witness. They will pray expectantly and serve with the expectancy of God changing people’s lives for God.  Do you and I have a personal faith in Jesus?  Do we pray and work expecting God to touch the lives of the people for whom we pray and with whom we may share something of our faith in Jesus?    

  What blessings is Paul praying that they may receive? Grace and peace to you. Grace is God’s unmerited kindness. The word Paul uses for peace is probably intended to convey the Hebrew greeting ‘Shalom’. His ‘shalom’ is a Hebrew word that refers to more than just the absence of conflict and is a wish or prayer for wholeness for your whole being. He desires that God may enrich their whole lives by His amazing love revealed to us through Jesus. The good news of the gospel is not just what God has saved us from through Jesus’ sacrifice on the cross, but what He has saved us for after we have professed faith in Jesus.  

How does Paul demonstrate the extent of his love for them? We always thank God for all of you and continually mention you in our prayers (I Thessalonians 1:2). Though geographically separated, and without the recent modern means of communication, the ties between these new congregations and believers elsewhere were strengthened by their regular pattern of prayers for one another. Paul and his church-planting colleagues sought to model a Christian way of life for these new believers to follow. They were joining a growing family spread over an increasing number of geographical locations that by the early twentieth century were able to connect more regularly with one another in a way unimaginable in previous centuries. Who do you and I regularly pray for? In addition to praying for our family and friends and local church family, do we pray for some of God’s people in other countries? Do we take an interest in what they are doing for the Lord? What we can do may be limited, but it helps us grasp more clearly that we are part of something bigger that God is building around the world.        
What characteristics of their witness particularly encourage Paul? (I Thessalonians 1:3).
We remember before our God and Father your work produced by faith, your labour prompted by love, and your endurance inspired by hope in our Lord Jesus Christ. Paul draws attention to your work produced by faith. This is the credible evidence of their profession of faith in Jesus.  We are saved by God’s grace alone received by faith alone in Him (Ephesians 2:8-9). However we are saved so that it might overflow into good works of service. In essence – our faith works! The letter of James in the New Testament emphasises that genuine living faith works (James 2:24: You see that a person is considered righteous by what they do and not by faith alone.). He also notes the motivation for their actions: …your labour prompted by love… They were not serving others to earn their salvation, a gift they knew they already possessed, but from a heartfelt desire to minister to other people in practical ways. This was the highest motivation for Christian service. They were not expecting to be rewarded at the human level for this work. Instead, out of love for God and other people they carried out this work. Paul also notes a third reason to be encouraged by what they were doing in Christian service: …and your endurance inspired by hope in our Lord Jesus Christ.  This was not a ‘flash in a pan’ or a temporary burst of enthusiasm. These Christians in Thessalonica were in it for the long-term. God in every generation is looking for Christians who are dedicated in His service year after year – praise God for those found faithful as followers of Jesus who give of their best in service in the context of their local church and in other places, at home and overseas. The ‘hope’ referenced here is explained more fully in Paul’s letter to the church in Rome, explained in Romans 8:18-25:  I consider that our present sufferings are not worth comparing with the glory that will be revealed in us. 19 For the creation waits in eager expectation for the children of God to be revealed. 20 For the creation was subjected to frustration, not by its own choice, but by the will of the one who subjected it, in hope 21 that the creation itself will be liberated from its bondage to decay and brought into the freedom and glory of the children of God. 22 We know that the whole creation has been groaning as in the pains of childbirth right up to the present time.  23 Not only so, but we ourselves, who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly as we wait eagerly for our adoption to sonship, the redemption of our bodies. 24 For in this hope we were saved. But hope that is seen is no hope at all. Who hopes for what they already have? 25 But if we hope for what we do not yet have, we wait for it patiently. In other words, we trust that God’s plans for His created order will one day be the experienced reality. His plans will find come to pass in the fullness of time. The pressures, tears and fears of today will not distract us from pressing on for the future He has prepared for us. Our faith, hope and love, however, are preceded by God’s earlier choice.  
An amazing declaration about us loved by God that He has chosen you…
For we know, brothers and sisters loved by God that He has chosen you… (I Thessalonians 1:4). Life as we know it is not governed by luck or chance, but by the sovereign will of God the Father. A child that knows they are loved by an earthly parent or parents is blessed indeed. How much more a child of God is blessed by knowing how much our heavenly Father cares for us. Jesus affirmed this truth to His first disciples in John 15:16: You did not choose Me, but I chose you and appointed you so that you might go and bear fruit – fruit that will last. You are special as a wanted child of God. His love for us revealed through Jesus life death and resurrection is beyond adequate words to describe it. I John 4:10-12 states: This is love: not that we loved God, but that He loved us and sent His Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins. 11 Dear friends, since God so loved us, we also ought to love one another. 12 No one has ever seen God; but if we love one another, God lives in us and His love is made complete in us. Biblical terms like election and predestination to some people appear frightening, whereas we should humbly be rejoicing that our amazing God has chosen to love us and invest in our lives not only in time but for eternity. I John 3:1 declares: See what great love the Father has lavished on us, that we should be called children of God! And that is what we are! Hallelujah! If at the human level a parent tells a child: I hoped and planned for your conception and birth into our family and will do everything I can to make your life as fulfilling as possible. We would say that is great! It is the voice of a loving parent. How much more when Almighty God declares that we have been loved with an everlasting love that will never end? How can we find evidence that we are chosen by God and loved by Him? It is seen in the threefold evidence just cited in verse three above, in the faith, love and hope of followers of Jesus. This triad of qualities underlies the witness of this remarkable church in Thessalonica. It is repeated again later in this letter, for example in I Thessalonians 5:8, where Paul urges his hearers or readers to put:  on faith and love as a breastplate, and the hope of salvation as a helmet. As we look in the mirror of our lives over the time since we professed faith in Christ- do we see these qualities evident within our character and conduct towards God and other people?
2. An exemplary people (I Thessalonians 1:5-7)

…because our gospel came to you not simply with words but also with power, with the Holy Spirit and deep conviction. You know how we lived among you for your sake. 6 You became imitators of us and of the Lord, for you welcomed the message in the midst of severe suffering with the joy given by the Holy Spirit. 7 And so you became a model to all the believers in Macedonia and Achaia.
      In what way are the Thessalonian Christians exemplary? By implication, in what way should believers today in 2023 be exemplary followers of Jesus? Firstly, they responded to God’s Word for salvation. (I Thessalonians 1:5). They were open to the working of the Holy Spirit in their lives. They were hungry for more of God in their lives. Life was not easy for them. They had setbacks and struggles, but their focus was on the Lord and their desire to put Him first in their lives. In I Thessalonians 2:13 we read: And we also thank God continually because, when you received the word of God, which you heard from us, you accepted it not as a human word, but as it actually is, the word of God, which is indeed at work in you who believe. This does not mean that everything a fellow Christian might say is God’s message for today but our heart’s desire is to hear His Word and to listen out for His voice. When they sensed God speaking they were willing to act on what He had revealed to them. Can we say as young Samuel of old: ‘Speak Lord, for Your servant is listening’ (I Samuel 3:10b). 

      Secondly, they followed their spiritual leaders (I Thessalonians 1:6a)
The literal word is ‘imitated here’. They observed how the Christian missionaries lived their lives for Jesus and sought to live with similar priorities. Or as Paul will put it in I Corinthians 11:1: Follow my example, as I follow the example of Christ. This is a deeply challenging call to make. If other Christians copied your example or mine- what would this or any other congregation be like?  Would it be more or less Christ-like than it is at present? If we answer ‘less’ to this question, then it leads to the obvious follow-up enquiry: ‘What do I need to work on or change to be more reflective of the way of Jesus in my attitude, speech or conduct?       

  Thirdly, they endured hardship (I Thessalonians 1:6b) for you welcomed the message in the midst of severe suffering with the joy given by the Holy Spirit. Paul and his colleagues did not water down the cost of discipleship. They did not pretend that it would be easy to live as a Christian in a pagan world. We must not pretend it will be easy either to those who are new to faith. We may not face physical persecution for our faith in the United Kingdom, with the exception of a relatively small number of Muslim-background Christians who endured serious abuse from their families when they committed their lives to follow Jesus. However, you can face ridicule and marginalisation in some workplaces and face threats that your career progression may be hindered as Kate Forbes, the Christian candidate standing in the current First Minister election here in Scotland has found out. The prejudice against her from some of her senior colleagues is extremely disappointing. Thankfully, the vast majority of people in our land are more welcoming and inclusive in their views, but there can be a price to pay for standing up for your principles. Take a few moments to read again and reflect on the extraordinary words of verse six. The Thessalonian Christians willing embraced the cost of discipleship for the privilege of following Jesus. How willing am I to stand firm on my principles?

   Fourthly, they encouraged other congregations (I Thessalonians 1:7) And so you became a model to all the believers in Macedonia and Achaia. By the choices you and I make, we either encourage or discourage other believers in their witness for the Lord in the communities where they live. This congregation had a bigger vision than just their local community. I thank God that our own congregation has a bigger vision both within our land investing in our financial giving to the Scottish Baptist Fund to invest in the witness of other churches in locations of socio-economic deprivation, or new church-plant ventures or through the wider Christian witness in other countries. 
    
3. An evangelical people (I Thessalonians 1:8)
 8 The Lord’s message rang out from you not only in Macedonia and Achaia – your faith in God has become known everywhere. Therefore we do not need to say anything about it, This church in Thessalonica was a missionary congregation. In the first decade of the twentieth century, in proportion to our population size, Scotland sent out more Christian missionaries than any other country on earth. I have no idea what the total numbers of full-time funded missionaries are from congregations in Scotland in 2023. However, the numbers from just over a century ago are truly remarkable. The Church of Scotland at its peak was supporting 190 men and women, the equivalent of one per every eight congregations in the year 1924-25 and the United Free Church of Scotland 630 missionaries, the equivalent of one for every two congregations that same year. The Baptist Union of Scotland’s highpoint was in 1925-1926 when its 149 congregations had the equivalent of two missionaries serving overseas for every three congregations. It is a remarkable record of commitment to overseas mission. The biggest investments were in China and India, two exceedingly large countries with very large populations. Other nations today are more prominent in investing in overseas mission with South Korea and Brazil good examples. In Europe, it is probable that we might mention two West African nations, Ghana and Nigeria who have significantly invested in missionary work in our region of the world, for which we thank God. God is building His Church. Congregations like the Thessalonian one two thousand years ago were leaders in mission, I pray God will give a passion for home and overseas mission to every church in this land. The good news of the Gospel is too good to keep to ourselves.     

4. An expectant people (I Thessalonians 1:9-10)

9 for they themselves report what kind of reception you gave us. They tell how you turned to God from idols to serve the living and true God, 10 and to wait for His Son from heaven, whom He raised from the dead – Jesus, who rescues us from the coming wrath.
Christians in different parts of Greece were inspired by the witness of this congregation. The challenge to us as a local church is this: Does our witness in the community inspire and encourage other churches in their work for the Lord? I thank God in Broughty Ferry that the local churches seek where possible to work together and encourage one another in Christian service. Likewise, the vision of the  Dundee Evangelical Christian Alliance, affiliated to the Evangelical Alliance is of churches working together to extend God’s kingdom across our city. The Thessalonian Church was an expectant body of people. What characteristics did Paul identify to back up this claim.     

What they had turned from: you turned to God from idols…
What they had turned to: to serve the living and true God
What they had turned for: and to wait for His Son from heaven, whom He raised from the dead – Jesus, who rescues us from the coming wrath.
They saw that the gospel works in changing lives. They recognised the actions of the living and true God working by His Holy Spirit in the world today.  They had grasped the end goal of history – the second coming of Jesus in glory as the king of kings and Lord of Lords and the establishment of His eternal kingdom. What God has started He will finish. What God has planned will come to pass. It is too amazing for words. Jesus is coming soon – will you and I live now in a way that will joy to His heart? This was a church rooted and grounded in Christ. I pray this will equally be true of our church and other churches as we serve God today, Amen 

Questions for Reflection: To what extent do I encourage other Christians by the way I live my life?

To what extent does our congregation collectively model the principles outlined in this passage?  
Song for reflection: ‘Hymn of the Holy Spirit’ 
Pat Barrett ~ Hymn Of The Holy Spirit (Lyrics) - YouTube
The Lord’s Supper 
Jesus invites all Christian who have committed their lives to follow Him to participate in this act of worship. The apostle Paul wrote these words of Scripture in I Corinthians 11:23-26 to guide our observance of Communion.
For I received from the Lord what I also passed on to you: the Lord Jesus, on the night He was betrayed, took bread, 24 and when He had given thanks, He broke it and said, ‘This is My body, which is for you; do this in remembrance of Me.’ 25 In the same way, after supper He took the cup, saying, ‘This cup is the new covenant in My blood; do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of Me.’ 26 For whenever you eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord’s Death until He comes.
Prayer: Choose your own words of prayer to give thanks for the bread and wine that represent the costly gift of His body and blood for us.

Take the bread: Jesus said: ‘This is My body, which is for you; do this in remembrance of Me.

Take the wine: Jesus said: This cup is the new covenant in My blood; do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of Me.’
Our closing song is ‘These are the Days of Elijah’
Robin Mark - Days of Elijah (Official Lyric Video) - YouTube 
Closing Prayer: 
Thank You Lord that You are building Your Church around the world in different cultural settings and on the different continents. From very small beginnings on the Day of Pentecost, we are so thankful that despite opposition and persecution ordinary Christian people are sharing the good news of the gospel and living it out in the communities in which You have placed them. Help us individually, and as a church family, to be deeply rooted in Christ so that we may live fruitful lives wherever we find ourselves in the coming days, in Jesus’ name we pray Amen   
Benediction:  The Grace 

  May the Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,

                             the love of God 

                             and the Fellowship of the Holy Spirit, 

                             be with us all evermore, Amen
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