
Revelation 1 Jesus Christ the person central in Revelation
Introduction

What visual image comes to your mind when you think of the Lord Jesus Christ? I suspect that for most of us it is something like the one recorded here in Revelation chapter one. Jesus as the glorified and exalted Saviour, the One before whom we will stand on the Day of Judgement when we leave this life. By contrast, the vast majority of people in Britain almost certainly will have an image of a helpless babe in a manger at Bethlehem, viewed so often in a pleasant but sentiment way each Christmas. That domesticated scene of 2,000 years ago is one that provides no challenge to the 21st century person. It is a totally different matter to think of Jesus Christ as the person to whom we will all give an account of our lives when our time on earth draws to its conclusion. It is no accident that the Infant nativity play has been for generations a parental favourite, yet the name of the Lord Jesus is likely to be on the lips of the majority of the play’s spectators only as a figure of speech or a swear word. This is the reality of life at this time in history. At the turn of the millennium a British publisher produced a series of slim volumes recording the words and lives of some of the world’s great and good people. He included Jesus alongside Ghandi and other notables from a variety of faith backgrounds. We understand what he was doing, but wish to suggest that Jesus Christ is in a category of His own; a person who cannot be restricted by any human categories or limitations and who is now seated at the right hand of the Father in heaven, waiting until the day when He returns to usher in the end of the age. The person who inspired John, as a slave in the slate quarries of Patmos, was more accurately and fully described by the author to the Hebrews in these words: The Son is the radiance of God's glory and the exact representation of His being, sustaining all things by His powerful word. After He had provided purification for sins, He sat down at the right hand of the Majesty in heaven. 4So He became as much superior to the angels as the name He has inherited is superior to theirs. 5For to which of the angels did God ever say, "You are My Son; today I have become your Father"? Or again, "I will be His Father, and He will be my Son"? 6And again, when God brings His firstborn into the world, He says, "Let all God's angels worship Him." 7In speaking of the angels He says, "He makes his angels winds, His servants flames of fire." 8But about the Son He says, "Your throne, O God, will last for ever and ever, and righteousness will be the sceptre of your kingdom (Hebrews 1:3-8). This is the God we adore. Here is a glimpse of the glory of King Jesus whom we praise. The One born as a babe in Bethlehem had left the majesty and splendour of His eternal home in heaven to endure the limitations of life as a human being; now in His resurrected glory a person with an immortal and perfect human body is in heaven possessed by the One who is the King of Kings and Lord of Lords. What a joy this brings as we reflect on His person. What a blessing it is to be called to serve Him faithfully in the years He grants us on earth, prior to our home-call to heaven.
1.A Revelation to the Church (Revelation 1:4-8)
4John, To the seven churches in the province of Asia: Grace and peace to you from Him who is, and who was, and who is to come, and from the seven spirits before His throne, 5and from Jesus Christ, who is the faithful witness, the firstborn from the dead, and the ruler of the kings of the earth. To Him who loves us and has freed us from our sins by His blood, 6and has made us to be a kingdom and priests to serve His God and Father—to Him be glory and power for ever and ever! Amen. 7Look, He is coming with the clouds, and every eye will see Him, even those who pierced Him; and all the peoples of the earth will mourn because of Him. So shall it be! Amen. 8"I am the Alpha and the Omega," says the Lord God, "who is, and who was, and who is to come, the Almighty" (Revelation 1:4-8). Jesus is: (a) The One who calls us (Rev.1:4) these words echo the calling of Moses by God in the desert, prior to his return from exile in Midian in order to lead the Israelites out of Egypt. In Exodus 3:14: God said to Moses, "I am who I am . This is what you are to say to the Israelites: 'I AM has sent me to you.' " The Hebrews words used here can equally be translated in the past, present or future tenses because God has no beginning and no end –the eternally present One. John 1:1-3 proclaims the same truth with respect to Jesus: In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2He was with God in the beginning.  3Through Him all things were made; without Him nothing was made that has been made. Strictly speaking Revelation 1:4 indicates that the message of this book comes from God the Father, whose control over creation’s destiny is absolute, but it is revealed through His Son our Saviour Jesus Christ. I Corinthians 15:24-28 explains the significance of the actions of Jesus at the end of the age, with respect to His relationship with the Father: Then the end will come, when He hands over the kingdom to God the Father after He has destroyed all dominion, authority and power. 25For He must reign until He has put all His enemies under His feet. 26The last enemy to be destroyed is death. 27For He "has put everything under His feet." Now when it says that "everything" has been put under Him, it is clear that this does not include God Himself, who put everything under Christ. 28When He has done this, then the Son Himself will be made subject to Him who put everything under Him, so that God may be all in all. This is ‘… the God we adore, our faithful unchangeable friend; His love is as great as His power and knows neither measure nor end. For Christ is the first and the last; His Spirit will guide us safe home: we’ll praise Him for all that is past and trust Him for all that’s to come.’ (Joseph Hart CMP 244). In a rapidly changing world with all its dramas and crises; with all our hopes and fears; with our limited numbers and resources –to know that He is on the throne provides tremendous reassurance. The seven spirits –seven in Scripture is the number of perfection and is a reference to the Holy Spirit of God who works in the hearts and lives of the people who put their faith and trust in God. Revelation 1:4-5 is a Trinitarian greeting from the three persons of the Godhead who work in perfect harmony to bring to fruition the purposes of God for His world. (b) The One who saved us (Revelation 1:5) To Him who loves us and has freed us from our sins by His blood Jesus is here described as the faithful witness who is entirely trustworthy in bringing to us God’s message in His time on earth. His active obedience in His perfect life on earth followed by His willingness to endure the cross for us, with all its agonies, is an inspiration to us in our service for God today. Hebrews 5:8-9 states: Although He was a son, He learned obedience from what He suffered 9and, once made perfect, He became the source of eternal salvation for all who obey Him. Colossians 1:18 reminds us that: …He is the head of the body, the church; He is the beginning and the firstborn from among the dead, so that in everything He might have the supremacy. 19For God was pleased to have all His fullness dwell in Him, 20and through Him to reconcile to Himself all things, whether things on earth or things in heaven, by making peace through His blood, shed on the cross. His resurrection is the ground of our own hope for life beyond the grave: But Christ has indeed been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep. 21For since death came through a man, the resurrection of the dead comes also through a man. 22For as in Adam all die, so in Christ all will be made alive. 23But each in his own turn: Christ, the firstfruits; then, when He comes, those who belong to Him (I Corinthians 15:20-23). His mission on earth was accomplished. The visible evidence of the success of that work will be seen on His return when all will acknowledge His lordship. Philippians 2:9-11 explains what we will see on that day: Therefore God exalted him to the highest place and gave him the name that is above every name, 10that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 11and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. (c) The One who is coming to reign (Revelation 1:7-8) 7Look, He is coming with the clouds, and every eye will see Him, even those who pierced Him; and all the peoples of the earth will mourn because of Him. So shall it be! Amen. 8"I am the Alpha and the Omega," says the Lord God, "who is, and who was, and who is to come, the Almighty. The earnest desire of God’s people on earth is Come O Lord (Maranatha I Corinthians 16:22). At the end of our Scriptures we have these most encouraging words: He who testifies to these things says, "Yes, I am coming soon." Amen. Come, Lord Jesus (Revelation 22:20). This will be the final fulfilment of the prophecy of Isaiah 9:6-7, verses read around Christmas time: For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will be on his shoulders.  And he will be called Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 7 Of the increase of his government and peace there will be no end. He will reign on David's throne and over his kingdom, establishing and upholding it with justice and righteousness from that time on and forever. The zeal of the Lord Almighty will accomplish this. These words were only partially fulfilled when He came as a baby at Bethlehem. The best by far is yet to come when He returns to reign in glory. In the light of such truth let us heed Paul’s call to Christ-like living that we may be ready for His return: Therefore, I urge you, brothers, in view of God's mercy, to offer your bodies as living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God—this is your spiritual act of worship. 2Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what God's will is—His good, pleasing and perfect will. John Wesley’s famous declaration that he was ready should Christ come today, but planning in case He delayed His return for a thousand years is a commendable approach for Christians in every generation.
2. A Revelation of Jesus Christ (Revelation 1:9-20)
(a) The Position of the Son of Man (Revelation 1:12-13a) I turned around to see the voice that was speaking to me. And when I turned I saw seven golden lampstands, 13and among the lampstands was someone "like a son of man," The lampstands represent the churches, the communities of people who are committed to following Jesus as their Lord and Saviour. Jesus is pictured not as aloof and distance but standing with us and along side us. After all had He not promised in Matthew 28:20: And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age"? He had to honour the promise He had made. Hebrews 4:15 provides some welcome encouragement in the struggles and trials of life. For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but we have one who has been tempted in every way, just as we are—yet was without sin. Many a time we have to think or say to someone –‘I sympathise with you, but I cannot fully understand what you are going through because I have never been in that position’. Jesus never needs to say that because He understands. The author to the Hebrews then rightly concludes this point with this invitation: Let us then approach the throne of grace with confidence, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help us in our time of need.  Jesus stands with His people because He knows our weaknesses and recognises that we need His assistance to stand firm in the faith. What is the purpose of Jesus standing with us? Ephesians 5:27: to present her (the Church) to Himself as a radiant church, without stain or wrinkle or any other blemish, but holy and blameless. If you are here as a Christian, mark this: Jesus loves you as you are, but His intention is to transform you to be perfect like Him. In this life we will never attain that goal, but in the new creation we will attain it. If you have yet to commit your life to Christ then can I assure you of Jesus’ invitation to you to put your faith in Him as Lord and Saviour, because you will not be disappointed. Will you trust Him and seek to live for Him as your top priority in life? I hope each one of us will!  
(b) The Appearance of the Son of Man (Revelation 1:13b-15) dressed in a robe reaching down to his feet and with a golden sash around his chest. 14His head and hair were white like wool, as white as snow, and his eyes were like blazing fire. 15His feet were like bronze glowing in a furnace, and his voice was like the sound of rushing waters. His appearance was probably similar to that glimpsed on the Mount of Transfiguration (See Luke 9:28-36). The long flowing white robe symbolising the complete covering with perfect righteousness; the golden sash – a declaration of Him being a person of highest status and dignity; the description given of His head and hair pointing to His absolute purity; His cleansing of us from our sins, puts us in a similar position before God. Isaiah 1:18: Come now, let us reason together," says the Lord. "Though your sins are like scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though they are red as crimson, they shall be like wool. The description of His eyes refers to His penetrating vision to see into our hearts and minds to examine our motivation and desires, as well as our words and actions. The description of the One who revealed Himself to Daniel in the Old Testament era is remarkably similar to that described here in Revelation one and it had a similar impact on the recipient, as they were both overwhelmed with the experience of the glory and majesty of God. Daniel 10:5-9 gives the details of that Old Testament vision: I looked up and there before me was a man dressed in linen, with a belt of the finest gold around his waist. 6 His body was like chrysolite, his face like lightning, his eyes like flaming torches, his arms and legs like the gleam of burnished bronze, and his voice like the sound of a multitude. 7 I, Daniel, was the only one who saw the vision; the men with me did not see it, but such terror overwhelmed them that they fled and hid themselves. 8 So I was left alone, gazing at this great vision; I had no strength left, my face turned deathly pale and I was helpless. 9 Then I heard him speaking, and as I listened to him, I fell into a deep sleep, my face to the ground. Although the identity of the figure is not revealed I think it likely that He caught a glimpse of the glorified Jesus in His pre-incarnate glory, which He gave up to enter our world as a human being, before receiving it again upon His return to heaven. Hebrews 4:12, with reference to the Word of God written (the Bible) states: For the word of God is living and active. Sharper than any double-edged sword, it penetrates even to dividing soul and spirit, joints and marrow; it judges the thoughts and attitudes of the heart. How much more is this true of the Lord Jesus Christ, the Person described in Scripture as ‘the Word of God’. Hebrews 4:13 builds on this point with these words: Nothing in all creation is hidden from God's sight. Everything is uncovered and laid bare before the eyes of Him to whom we must give account. As a result we can have confidence that He will judge justly and fairly. His feet liked burnish bronze – a description intended to convey beauty in workmanship, together with the perfection of His person; and His voice is described as being more powerful than the waters cascading over Niagara Falls in Canada! No wonder John is overwhelmed at this experience! We would as well –but this is our God and Saviour Jesus Christ –may we bow down and worship Him as John did.         
(c) The Mission of the Son of Man (Revelation 1:16-18) 16In his right hand he held seven stars, and out of his mouth came a sharp double-edged sword. His face was like the sun shining in all its brilliance. 17When I saw him, I fell at his feet as though dead. Then he placed his right hand on me and said: "Do not be afraid. I am the First and the Last.18I am the Living One; I was dead, and behold I am alive for ever and ever! And I hold the keys of death and Hades. The seven stars (Rev.1:16) and the angels of the seven churches (Rev.1:20) refer to the appointed messengers or leaders of these churches. Incidentally some of the leading General Baptist ministers in the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries in England were called ‘Messengers’, though this usage was short-lived. The leaders of the churches for whom John was inspired to write the book of Revelation were the most likely people to be arrested and/or killed by the Roman authorities in this bout of persecution. Was it possible to imagine that some of the leaders of these churches mentioned in Revelation chapters two and three were thinking of demitting office in order to avoid such oppression? If so Jesus was encouraging them to stand firm for the Gospel’s sake, because He was there right beside them. What a beautiful picture that conveys. The image of the sword (Rev.1:16) is that of judgement of His people in their witness for Him. This same imagery was familiar in the Old Testament. Isaiah the prophet in the eighth century BC once declared: He made my mouth like a sharpened sword in the shadow of His hand He hid me; He made me into a polished arrow and concealed me in His quiver (Isaiah 49:2). The description of His face is like the impact of looking into the bright noon-day sun (not advised for too long!) in its radiant brilliance. This is what we will experience when we look upon the face of Jesus in His glory when we stand before Him one day. I suspect that it was a glory like that experienced by Saul when He met with the risen Jesus on the road to Damascus that led to His conversion and overwhelmed that arrogant self-righteous young man (Acts 26:12-15: 12"On one of these journeys I was going to Damascus with the authority and commission of the chief priests. 13About noon, O king, as I was on the road, I saw a light from heaven, brighter than the sun, blazing around me and my companions. 14We all fell to the ground, and I heard a voice saying to me in Aramaic, 'Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me? It is hard for you to kick against the goads.' 15"Then I asked, 'Who are you, Lord?' " 'I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting,' the Lord replied.). Jesus is pictured holding His church to account. He calls us to honour Him in the way we live; to put Him first in our lives not give Him the ‘spare change’ of our time and finances or abilities. He sees everything. Does He have first place in your life? This is much more than saying is He your Saviour? The Christian confession of faith then and now is ‘Jesus is Lord’. First place in our lives and priorities for Sunday worship and 24/7 witness; in our friendships and other choices; we have no excuse for claiming ignorance. To those whom the blessings of the gospel have been given much will be expected by the Lord. Our faith is to be shared with the people who as yet do not know Him. The way we live our daily lives should reflect the values and principles He commends to us. As the Lord looks at you and me today –what does He see? What judgement would He come to about the way we are living for Him –or not?-  as the case may be. His mission is to encourage us to live God-honouring lives that influence others also for their good and for His glory.        
(d) The Commission of the Son of Man (Revelation 1:9-11, 19-20) I, John, your brother and companion in the suffering and kingdom and patient endurance that are ours in Jesus, was on the island of Patmos because of the Word of God and the testimony of Jesus. On the Lord’s Day I was in the Spirit and I heard behind me a loud voice like a trumpet, which said: ‘Write on a scroll what you see and send it to the seven churches: to Ephesuis, Smyrna, Pergamum, Thyatira, Sardis, Philadelphia and Laodicea… 19"Write, therefore, what you have seen, what is now and what will take place later. 20The mystery of the seven stars that you saw in my right hand and of the seven golden lampstands is this: The seven stars are the angels of the seven churches, and the seven lampstands are the seven churches. The author John is on the island of Patmos, off the coast of Greece. He is not in his armchair in his lounge. Instead, he is a slave in chains in the Roman slate quarry; He is an elderly man in his 80s or 90s. I doubt he is doing much productive work for the Roman authorities in that place, but he was put there for the crime of serving as the pastor of the Christian Church in Ephesus. Was he greatly discouraged and completely exhausted through the ordeal he was experiencing? This is quite possible? Did he feel that God had abandoned Him, even if in His mind He knew that could not happen because the Lord had promised never to forsake His followers? Did he worry about how his family would cope financially or in other ways in his absence? The words of Hebrews 13:5-6 are a big encouragement if we take them to heart in the times when we feel overwhelmed by life’s circumstances: Keep your lives free from the love of money and be content with what you have, because God has said, "Never will I leave you; never will I forsake you." 6So we say with confidence, "The Lord is my helper; I will not be afraid. What can man do to me?”. Our God can work miracles. Some are totally unexpected like the fall of the Berlin wall in 1989. However, it was no accident that the centres for opposition to the authorities were located in the churches. It was there that there were expectations that their day of freedom would come. Similarly in Romania it was centred in a Hungarian Reformed Church where the opposition to their evil dictator finally brought about his downfall. The Lord is on our side when we are on His! How do we keep on His side? What was the secret of John’s success?  On the Lord’s Day I was in the Spirit (John 1:10). He was unable to get to church as a prisoner. It is most unlikely that he was able to have with him a copy of part of the Scriptures, but they could not stop him praying and having fellowship with God. Do you and I seek the Lord as He did? Are we passionate about honouring and worshipping Him. Our Church verse for 2010 is Jeremiah 29:11: For I know the plans I have for you," declares the Lord, "plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future. Yet that is a conditional promise. As Jeremiah 29:12-14a makes clear: 12 Then you will call upon me and come and pray to me, and I will listen to you. 13 You will seek me and find me when you seek me with all your heart. 14 I will be found by you," declares the Lord. Jesus wanted to honour this faithful elderly disciple who was totally dedicated to honouring Him. Jesus is looking into your life and mine. What does He see? He looked into the seven churches of Western Turkey and made some very frank comments about what was going on. He looks at Broughty Ferry Baptist Church, at you and me? May He find us seeking Him and living for Him and seeking His face, for Jesus’ sake, Amen.        
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